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SCHOOLS FOR SNOBBERY 

What is wrong with private schools 
by a leading client: Polly Toynbee 
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WILL VICTOR MELDREW GET 
BOTH FEET IN THE GRAVE? 

Don't miss your 40-page Christmas TV and 
entertainment guide on Friday 



£10,000 OF HI FI, 
VCRs AND MORE 
TO BE WON 

See page 10 for token 


Shock defeat Ashly faces ruin after libe l case 
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DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Tory divisions over Europe were 
once again brutally exposed 
last night when the Government 
suffered the humiliation of a 
Commons defeat by 299-297 
votes over fishery quotas. 

The vote is a severe embar- 
rassment for the Prime Mims- 
term, John Major, at a time 
when he had hoped to have 
united his party at the beginning 
of the long haul towards a gen- 
eral election in 1996 or 1997. 

The Government defeat by 
the wafer-thin majority came 
despite a strongly worded ap- 
peal In’ Michael Forsyth, the 
Scottish Secretary, to the Tory 
rebels not to '‘compromise'' by 
lining up with Labour against 
the Government. 

Although the vote is unlike- 
ly to make any lasting impact on 
government policy. Douglas 
Hogg, the Minister of Agricu- 
lure, said last night he would 
“give due weight" to the Com- 
mons vote in negotiating fish- 
ing cuts ordered by the EU. 

The decision came after an 
acrimonious debate over Eu- 
ropean Commission proposals 
- to be discussed by European 
fishing ministers in Brussels 
tomorrow - which would mean 
significant cuts in fishing quo- 
tas next year. In a bid to stave 
off the rebellion, Tony Baldry, 
the fisheries minister, last night 
announced the restoration of 
£4m a year in grants to fishing 
ports and Spanish agreement to 
a £100,000 compensation pay- 
ment to British fishermen for 
Spanish incursions into British 
waters. 

Bitter divisions between pro- 
Europeans and Eurosceptics 
in the party were exposed after 
John Townend, the Thatchcritc 


MP for Bridlington, said the 
Government could not be 
blamed for the betrayal of the 
fishing industry by Sir Edward 
Heath. Sir Edward retorted 
that Mr lownend should be 
“ashamed" of “degrading” him- 
self by his abusive remarks. 

Last night's vote came after 
the Government had faced op- 
position within its own ranks to 
proposed fishery quotas from 
two distinct sections of the par- 
ty: MPs with coastal con- 
stituencies seriously perturbed 



Sir Edward Heath: ‘betrayed 
fishing industry 1 

at new quotas proposed by the 
commission; and Eurosceptics 
committed to seeking with- 
drawal from the European 
Common Fisheries Policy. 

Proposed new cuts in quotas 
will mean a 30 per cent reduc- 
tion in herring, mackerel, and 
plaice catches. Although cod, 
haddock and saithe quotas will 
remain stable, the Government 
has acknowledged there will be 
a “significant cut" in North 
Sea whiting catches. 

The Government had al- 
ready underlined how keen it 
had been to avoid a defeat - by 
announcing a reprieve of £12m 


in harbour, mar keting and pro- 
cessing grants over three years 
which had been cut as a result 
of the most recent public spend- 
ing round Mr Forsyth, who has 
special credibility with the Eu- 
rosceptics, was put up to open 
the debate instead of Douglas 
Hogg, the more pro-European 
Agriculture Minister. 

Both the main parties had 
earlier made strenuous efforts 
to maximise theirvotes -bring- 
ing back MPs from abroad- 
and appealing to ill MPs to 
come to the House of they 
were capable of voting. Labour 
MPs including Roland Boyes, 
who is unwell, and John Fras- 
er, who has been in traction as 
a result of a car crash, were both 
brought into vote. 

The Liberal Democrats, both 
the two nationalist parties, the 
SDLP and the Democratic 
Unionist Party - whose leader, 
Ian Paisley, launched an im as- 
sumed attack on the impact on 
the EU of the fishery industry 
- all voted against the Govern- 
ment. The Ulster Unionists, 
whose leader, David Trimble, 
met John Major yesterday to 
discuss the northern Ireland 
peace process, left it until late 
in the day to decide how to vote. 

There were signs that the 
mood among the most en- 
trenched Eurosceptics bad 
hardened aver the last 24 hours 
with some planning to use the 
vote partly as a means of 
demonstrating their anxiety at 
the confirmation of a timetable 
and name for the single cur- 
rency at the Madrid summit. 
Despite Britain having the right 
to opt-out from the single cur- 
rency, Eurosceptics have regis- 
tered dismay at Mr Majors 
refusal to rule out British mem- 
bership of monetajy union in 
the next Parliament. 


t 



REBECCA FOWLER 

and PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

David Ashby, the Tbiy MP, 
faces financial and personal 
min after a jury in effect brand- 
ed him “a liar, a hypocrite and 
a homosexual” by finding 
against him in his libel case 
a gains t the Sunday Times and 
Andrew NmL its former editor. 

Mr Ashby, 55, sobbed when 
foe jury delivered their major- 
ity venfirt at foe High Court, fol- 
lowing five, hours ' of 
deliberation. He faces a future 
which could see foe end of his 
political career, foe division of 
his family and potential bank- 
ruptcy, with legal costs of up to 



During the three-week trial, 
Mr Ashby had poured out the 
most intimate details of his pri- 
vate life, lambasted his es- 
tranged wife Silvana Ashby, 
53. who had repeatedly alleged 
he was homosexual, and per- 
suaded Alexandra, 27. their 
daughter, to give evidence 
against her mother. 

In a dramatic exchange after 
the jury delivered its verdict, 
Mrs Ashby walked over to her 
distraught husband at the front 
of foe courtroom, placed an arm 
around him and reached down 
to kiss him. “Leave me," he 
wept, pudiing her away through 
his tears. 

Afterwards Mrs Ashby is- 
sued a statement “It gives me 
no pleasure to see my husband 
lose an expensive libel action, 
1 hope it will not have a terri- 




David Ashby MP yesterday after failing in his suit against the Sunday Times 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Ministers knew about 
jail squalor months ago 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Ministers were warned months 
ago about appalling conditions 
in Holkrway jail but failed to halt 
the decline', which prompted the 
unprecedented walk-out by the 
Chief Inspector of Prisons. 

Hie Board of Visitors at 
Britain's biggest women prison 
wrote earlier this year, warning 
of staff shortages, squalor, in- 
mates locked in their cells for 
up to 23 hours a day and inhu- 
mane treatment. Their message 
was said to have been repeat- 
ed to Ann Widdecomhe, foe 
Prisons Minister, when she 
visited the jail in July. 

Yesterday it was alleged one 
pregnant prisoner had been 
shackled to a male officer while 
undergoing an anti-natal ex- 


amination, as part of the “over- 
zealous security" regime that 
was identified by the Chief In- 
spector before he halted the in- 
spection and demanded 
emergency action. 

Holloway sources said Gen- 
eral Sir David Ramsbotham 
was horrified by the infestation 
of rats, cockroaches and lice in 
the jail and by parcels of faeces 
and food thrown from win- 
dows and left to rot. Sir David, 
who only took up the post ear- 
lier this month, was said to have 
been shocked also by the lack 
of visible care for ibe large num- 
bers of vulnerable women 
among the 500 strong popula- 
tion - the mentally ill, the 
abused and foreign nationals. 

Yesterday 16 extra staff were 
drafted in to help with a crisis 
in staffing, which has led to what 


has been described as. on oc- 
casion, a "virtual lock-down". 
Janet King, foe governor, has 
apparently requested 66 extra 
staff. Staff* were said to be ex- 
hausted. were owed 4,000 hours 
off in lieu of extra work, and 
were dogged by 31-health. 

It was suggested foe Inspec- 
tor bad already identified man- 
agement failings, which may 
undermine the governor's role. 

Yesterday Richard Tilt, act- 
ing director general, said there 
was “no excuse" for filthy con- 
ditions. There arc also concerns 
at the over-emphasis on secu- 
rity, introduced by the governor 
after the Parkhurst and White- 
moor escapes. The Learmont 
inquiry itself questioned the 
degree of security under which 
women were being held, rec- 
ommending accommodation 




Rugby’s £ 87 m deal gives 
Murdoch transfer veto 




"being run as self-contained 
homes". But the opposition 
yesterday said cuts of more 
than 13 per cent over the next 
three years would only make 
problems worse. Labour's pris- 
ons spokesman. Gerald 
Howarth, said: “With a prison 
population at over 524*00 and 
set to rise to over 56,000 in the 
next six to 12 months, the Prison 
Service is facing a crisis.” 

Shocking sight Page 2 


DAVE HADHELD 

Rupert Murdoch's influence 
over British sport has assumed 
a new and threatening shape 
with the revelation that leading 
players in rugby league’s Super 
League - which kicks off next 
March - will not be able to 
change clubs without foe per- 
mission of News Corporation. 

A copy of the “loyalty" agree- 
ment signed by dozens of 
Britain's top players in prepa- 
ration for the launch of the 
Super League reveals that Mr 
Murdoch's News Corporation, 
which has pumped £87m into 
the game here, has a veto over 
who goes where. 

Sky Television already tailors 
kkk-off times and fixture dates 
in Premiership football to its 
needs. But the extent of Mr 


Murdoch’s control of Britain’s 
second-best supported team 
game has emerged as much 
greater. Already the sport, 
which celebrated its centenary 
this year, has been switched to 
a summer season, and there are 
fears that plans to merge clubs, 
abandoned in the face of sup- 
porters' protests earlier this 
year, may be revived. 

It is cl^r the organisation will 
be able to control players’ 
movements. The second clause 
of the contract, which has come 
into the hands of the Indepen- 
dent, reads: “You will aot mod- 
ify, amend or terminate your 
contract with the club on waive 
any of its provisions without 
News' prior written consent" 

This, as some dubs have dis- 
covered when they have come 
to negotiate transfers, gives the 


organisation the power lo block 
a move of which it disapproves 
- possibly because it threatens 
to make a strong dub even 
stronger, or because it removes 
a draw-card player from a team 
heavily dependent on him. 

When players, including vir- 
tually the whole first-team 
squad at foe champion club 
Wigan and a scattering else- 
where, signed the contracts ear- 
lier this year they were thought 
to be agreeing only not to join 
foe Australian Rugby League, 
which is still locked in conflict 
with Mr Murdoch for control of 
foe game in the Southern hemi- 
sphere. In fact, the clause goes 
much further, giving News In- 
ternational a degree of control 
over the game's internal market. 

Television tyranny, page 24 
Leading article, page 14 
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ble effect on him. On numerous 
occasions I asked him to think 
twice before continuing with foe 
litigation... the last thing I 
wanted was to involve Alex, our 
daughter." 

Mrs Ashby, a Roman 
Catholic, said she was unsure if 
she and her husband would di- 
vo rce . " Sh e^glans to spend 

worts as a stockbroker in Italy, 
and was unaware of Mr Ashby’s 
plans. 

Mr Ashby, MP for Leices- 
tershire North West since 1983, 
sued the Sunday Times over al- 
legations he was a homosexual 
who had deceitfully presented 
himself as a married family 
man and supported the 7o ry 
Back to Basics campaign 
which upheld traditional 
family values. 

Although foe newspaper ad- 
mitted it was wrong to suggest 
Mr Ashby had shared a bedwith 
a man on holiday in Goa, India, 
it maintained he was a homo- 
sexual. He was accused of hav- 
ing an affair with Dr Ciaran 
Ktiduff, 32, who was his neigh- 
bour after he separated fromhis 
wife in 1993. 

The newspaper welcomed 
the jury's decision yesterday, but 
said the trial had turned into a 
“ghastly family tragedy”, and in- 
dicated executives would con- 
sider being lenient in galling on 
Mr Ashby to pay costs. The 
newspaper is understood to 
have paid a nominal fee of less 
than £1.000 into court for dam- 
ages to Mr Ashby. 


section 

ONE 


BUSINESS 16-20 COMMENT 14,15 CROSSWORD 24 GAZETTE 12 
LAW REPORT 12 LEADING ARTICLES 14 LETTERS 14 NEWS 2-11 
OBITUARIES 12 SHARES 19 SPORT 21-24 UNIT TRUSTS 20 


secti on 

TWO 


ARTS 9-13 BRIDGET JONES 5 CHESS 22 CROSSWORD 22 FEEDBACK 22 
FINANCE 18,19 LAW 14-17 LIFE 6-8 LISTINGS 2fc21 REVIEWS 9 
TELEVISION & RADIO 23,24 THEATRE 12J3 WEATHER 21 


9 “ 770951^946337 



i' t •. . 

m 


N , . 


lx5J> 












INDEPENDENT • W-EDNESlVLYa)llEfF.MHEIl 


ews 


Scandal of Holloway: Prisons’ inspectorate shocked by vermin, filth and inmates afflicted with head lice 

Sickening sight of rat-infested jail 
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Faces of Holloway: Inside Britain’s largest women’s prison and (right) Kathleen Mackay, 27, a pregnant inmate who was taken from the jail to hospital when she feared that her labour pains had 
started. She remained manacled even while she played with her baby nephew 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

One of the most sickening im- 
ages of Hofioway ja3 for the new 

Chief Inspector of Prisons was 
watching a rat, which was so 
huge it could not fit into one of 
the traps set to catch the ve rmin. 

He was appalled that women 
inmates had headlice but were 
unable to get the medicated 
shampoo needed to rid them on 
the problem. 

He was shocked at the 
parcels of faeces, food and 
used tampons rotting in court- 
yards outside cell windows - 
hurled there by prisoners with 
no litter bins and no access to 
working toilets. 

But squalor was only one as- 
peettrf fifeHorBritain’s largest 
women’s jafl that prompted 
General Sir David Ramsboth- 


am to pull his 11-strong in- 
spection team out of the Vic- 
torian jail in protest at the 
conditions and prompting a 
major political row. 

He was, according to sources 
at the prison, ashamed at the 
lack of care and treatment of 
many of the jail vulnerable 
prisoners - the mentally ill, the 
abused, foreign nationals and 
pregnant women. He is also to 
be told of allegations that one 
pregnant woman was shackled 
to a male prison warder, while 
having anti-natal examinations. 
Another was said to have been 
exposed to a male officer while 
showering, 

Holloway uses “closet 
chains" - tied round the ankles 
but of sufficient length to pass 
under a lavatory doorrsuppos - - 
edly to afford women a degree 
of dignity. Yesterday one work- 


er in the jail said that no women 
were allowed out of the jail, 
even on hospital visits, without 
being chained - no matter bow 
petty the crime. “Overzealous 
security" was one of the major 
shortfalls the 11 inspectors 
identified in their four days in 
the jail, before Sir David pulled 
them out 

One woman who was re- 
leased from Holloway earlier 
this year, but who asked not to 
be named for legal reasons 
said: “You would not believe 
what was happening to women 
in there.” 

Locked in their cells for 
hours on end - most were 
"banged up from 3 JO in the af- 
ternoon until the next morning” 
- many were “cutting up” or 
• tanningThemselvesr "7 

There have been two suicides 
in the jail in the past six months. 


The 38 year-old woman said 
that no glass was allowed into 
the jafl, so women were muti- 
lating themselves on nails 
pulled out of walls or even on 

diators and'were alscfgouging 
their faces or scratching their 
arms and legs. 

“They are given pills to make 
them sleep and others to 
control them in the day.” 
There were often fights and bul- 
lying- 

She herself said that she had 
written to the Home Office on 
her release complaining of con- 
ditions in the jail. 

Women can spend np to 23 
hours a day locked in their 
cells. Education, work and out 
of cefl association and acti vities 
havefasfin se^erdty‘curBacEr~ 

Some of the jail's problems 
- as identified by Anne Widdi- 


come, the Prison Minister - 
are due to a massive staff short- 
age. And those officers who are 
working in the jail are, accord- 
ing to Chris Tchaikovsky, 
director of Women in Prison, 
literally dropping on their 
feet, through stress and over- 
work. 

They are owed 4,000 hours 
time offm lieu, which they can- 
not take and on any one day up 
to 30 win be off sick. 

But critics say poor manage- 
ment at all levels and the con- 
centration of unneccessary 
security has exacerbated the 
problem. One prison officer 
said: “ I did not join the service 
to lock women in their cells afl 


But the full effects of the 
"chaos in Hoffoway"£oes much 
further, adding considerably to 
the misery and stress of inmates. 


Lack of staff means prisoner get 
to their visits late, reducing es- 
sential and vita] time with their 
families. Visits with lawyers 
have been similar ly affected, 
leaving women with the belief 
that they are being denied jus- 
tice. 

Women are not receiving 
dothes parcels and reduced 
canteen and welfare services. 
“We have women here with lit- 
erally no underwear, depor- 
tees with no clothes” said one 
welfare worker at the jail. 

One former inmate, Karen 
Stott, a 36 year old mother, 
released from Holloway last 
month, said: “It’s very tense in 
there, there’s a lot of people 
with mental problems who are 
not ^getting the right help, 
tbeyjiitfptd them on medica- 
tion. 

“It’s filthy. It's not cleaned 


property, there’s nothing for the 
. women to do. there's not even 
any bools to pick up and read 
it’s nearly all 24-hour lock up all 
the time.’* 

Emma Humphries, recently 
freed from Holloway by the 
Court of Appeal after her con- 
viction for killing her violent 
partner was reduced to 
manslaughter, said: “Condi- 
tions were ^pallmg particularly 

if you were mentally or physi- 
cally 2L You were teft all day 
with vew little care or attention, 
locked m your cell and treated 
like animals.” 

She said with some notable 
exceptions man staff treated 
prisoners as “sub-human”. 

The welfare worker said “So 
manyof these problems arc so 
easOy preven tabic and I think 
it was that, which really got to. 
the prison inspectors." 



Inspector ‘Rambo’, a man for radical solutions 


Sir David: Appalled by 
what he saw at Holloway 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Sir David Ramsbotham’s reac- 
tion to conditions in Holloway 
- pulling out his inspection 
team until conditions were im- 
proved the first time a Chief 
Inspector of Prisons has taken 
such action - fits his back- 
ground and character. 

His nickname “Rambo” has 
nothing to do with his appear- 
ance: like many generals, he is 


wiry and donnish, almost as- 
cetic. But he has a reputation 
for extremely blunt speaking 
and radical solutions to prob- 
lems. The conditions in Hol- 
loway appalled his military 
instinct for cleanliness and or- 
der, and like any military com- 
mander, he was acutely sensitive 
to the well-being and morale 
of his team. 

Sir David began as an offi- 
cer in the Royal Green Jackets, 


a regiment with a reputation for 
turning out generals, but also for 
being unorthodox. He was the 
Army’s Director of Public Re- 
lations during the Falklands 
conflict and weighed into the 
arguments on the handling of 
the media which followed For 
a senior officer, he was known 
to be unusually open with the 
press. In a recent paper, he de- 
scribed the media as a poten- 
tial weapon, and like any 


weapon, one to be used with 
precision and skill. 

His last Army job was Ad- 
jutant-General - the Array’s 
head of personnel, but one of 


General’s Corps, combining 
many of the Array’s supporting 
services, including the Royal 
Military Police, his only direct 
experience of dealing with any 
law-enforcement agency be- 


fore his present appointment. 

Educated at HajJeybuiy Col- 
lege and Cambridge Universi- 
ty, he was Aide-de-Camp 
General to the Queen from 
1990 to 1993. 

After leaving the Army, Sir 
David worked closely with the 
UN Secreiaiy-GeneraL Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, on a study into 
a permanent intervention force 
for the UN. He authored sev- 
eral papers on the UN, and rec- 


ommended the UN Charter 
be rewritten, because it did not 
fit with the realities of the new- 
world older. 

In his new role he is deter- 
mined to be his own man. In a 
an interview recently he said: “If 
I stan fudging, then I am not do- 
ing my job. I shall be very crit- 
ical, but I hope constructive. 1 
am not going to respond to par- 
ty political pressure, I am going 
to do my job as 1 see fit.” 



Steel row hits Council moved 
Ulster talks family 34 times 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A pre-Christmas meeting be- 
tween John Major and John 
Bruton in Dublin to boost the 
peace process is in the balance 
today over a row between Ire- 
land and Britain over European 
Union subsidies for the Irish 
steel industry. 

The Irish Prime Minister was 
described as “incandescent” 
with anger over a threat by the 
British to veto the EU subsidies 
at a meeting today in Brussels 
of trade and industry ministers. 

Mr Bruton privately accused 
the British of being driven by 
ideology, and made it clear 
that be would not meet Mr Ma- 
jor if the British government re- 
fused to lei the subsidies go 
ahead. British ministers have 
privately complained about the 
Irish using the peace process as 
a lever for the subsidies. 

The issue threatens to sour 
the meeting in Dublin which 
was intended as an informal 
goodwill nip by Mr Major at Mr 
Bruton’s invitation to show uni- 
ty after the differences over IRA 
decommissioning. 


Downing Street was refusing 
to speculate on whether the vis- 
it planned for tomorrow would 
go ahead. Officials on both 
sides were engaged in hard 
last-minute ba rgaining to reach 
a compromise. 

British ministers have ob- 
jected to the subsidy because it 
would hit British Steers Shel- 
ton plant in Stoke with alleged 
unfair competition. The Insh 
have denied that charge, in- 
sisting that the EU aid is need- 
ed to allow a steel plant near- 
Cork to be privatised. 

Meanwhile, Sir Patrick May- 
hew, the Northern Ireland sec- 
retary, is backing the idea of 
holding elections to a new body 
in Ulster next year to appoint 
negotiating teams for au-party 
peace talks, including Sinn Fein. 

Sir Patrick believes it could 
be a way out of the impasse if 
the international body under 
Senator George Mitchell fails to 
find a way to begin the decom- 
missioning of IRA and loyalist 
paramilitary weapons. He is I 
seeking the support of the I 
SDLP who have resisted the 
idea, which has been promoted 
by the Ulster Unionists. 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The London Borough of Lam- 
beth has bean told to pay £6,000 
compensation to a homeless 
family with seven children who 
were moved 34 times before the 
oounril finally found them a per- 
manent home after a wait of 
more than five years. 

Between Jane 1989 and Sep- 
tember 1994 the family lived m 
bed-and-breakfast accommo- 
dation at 34 hotels in eight Lon- 
don boroughs from Hackney to 
Westminster and Croydon. 

Stove for short periods, the 
children received no formal 
education at all during that pe- 
riod, and Lambeth should set 
aside £3 BOO each for remedial 
education for the four youngest 
children, Edward Osmother- 
ky, the Local Government Om- 
budsman, has recommended. 

Mr Porter - not his real 
name - and his family have suf- 
fered “a very serious injus- 
tice” Mr Osmotheriey said, 
adding that the loss of educa- 
tion for the children as they 
moved round London was one 
he viewed “veiy seriously”. 


Lambeth council said yes- 
terday that it would accept the 
ombudsman's verdict, which 
includes a finding of malad- 
ministration for failing to 
process four housing benefit 
claims made by Mr Porter over 
the two years to April 1992. 

The council told the oznuds- 
man that the family bad to move 
so often partly because of com- 
plaints from hoteliers. But Mr 
Osmotheriey said: “It cannot be 
any surprise that problems arose 
when so many children were 
crammed into bed-and-breakfest 
accommodation.” 

Mr Porter - who is illiterate - 
bad warned the council that the 
repeated moves were disrupting 
the children's education. Mr 
Qsn»thedey said: “It is dear that 

the very large numbers of moves 

and the distance between some 
hotels musL effectively have pre- 
vented the children receiving 
proper education." 

Had the council tackled the 
case properly, for example by 
combining properties or split- 
ting the household, it should 
haw been possible to make the 
family a reasonable offer with- 
in two years, not five, he said. 


Man In court on 
charity theft charge 

A former adviser to the Saha 
(inn Annv appeared in court 
yesterday totpri with stealing 
gKttjHIli lrom the charity- 
Stuart Christopher Fbra, 44, 
of Sicchfonf. Birmingham, 
faced 23 charges of theft from 
the client account of Edge and 
Ellison, a Birminglum firm ut 
solicitors, in 1992. 

Mr Ford had been involved 
in an invesuneni programme (or 
the charity. The prosecution al- 
leges he used Salvation Army 
money to dear personal debts. 
He was granted conditional 
bail to reappear by Bow Street 
magistrates. 

Meningitis ‘freak’ 

Doctors are trying tu establish 
how the parents of u seven-, 
week-old baby, who died from 
meningitis have also become in- 
fected in a ease so rare one 
railed it “like being struck by 
lightning". The unidentified 
couple were said to be “im- 
proving” in Newcastle Gener- 
al bospiiaL 

A&E units In crisis’ 

Some hospitals arc faring an un- 
precedented crisis because of 
soaring emergency admissions, 
says a report published by the 
National Association of Health 
Authorities and Trusts (NA- 
H AT) and the British Associa- 
tion of Medical Managers 
(BAMM). Emergency admis- 
sions rose in England by 13 per 
cent in the four years to mid- 
1994, with a similar trend in 
Scotland, with mam’ hospitals 
having to juggle boK cancel op- 
erations even close emergency 
admissions for days to cope. 

£10m drugs haul 

Five people were being ques- 
tioned after drugs worth £ 1 Urn. 
including a consignment of ec- 
stasy tablets, were seized at 
Burtonwodd service station on 
the M62 in Cheshire following 
a six month operation by police 
and customs. Three men were 
arrested at the scene, one at 
Manchester airport another in 
Liverpool. 

Road grants cut 

The amount of grant from the 
Department of Transport to 
local authorities for road and 
other transport schemes has 
been reduced by 13 percent for 
1995/6. Local ‘authorities will 
now receive £%0m compared 
with £ UdQm last year which will j 
result in many local road 
schemes having to Ihj shelved. 

Embryo reprieve 

Scores of frozen embryos due 
to be destroyrdin Juhr next year 
have been reprieved following 
a review by the Human Fertil- 
isation and Embryology Au- 
thority of current practice. New 
regulations will mean that em- 
bryos can now be stored for 10 
years or longer, in exceptional 
circumstances, rather than the 
current five year limit. 

Greenwich review 

An advisory body has been set 
up by the Government to review 
proposals for the Rqyal Naval 
College at Greeavvfch, south- 
east London, and narrow the 
contestants to a short-list. 

Death plunge 

Police in Tokyo launched an in- 
quiry into the apparent suicide 
of a British businessman who 
fell to his death from an office 
window before a meeting. Ge- 
offrey Till 37, of WiLney, Ox- 
fordshire, sales chief of Unipart 
Industries, died instantly. 

Slough train to China 

Printed timetables available at 
Reading railway station are ad- 
vertising an 8.25am Sunday ser- 
vice via Slough, in Berkshire, to 
Outer Mongolia. Great Western 
Trams blamed a clerical error. 
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Why a fear of spiders is all in the genes 
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LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Fear of spiders is an evolution- 
ary hangup from the days when 
our ancestors knew that a sin- 
gle bile coul d prove fatal, say sci- 
entists who are developing a 
new theory for the origin of cer- 
tain phobias. 

Just as there are short, tall, 
fat and thin people, so there are 


those who, because of some ge- 
netic component, have a much 
stronger fear of spiders. 

“It is a biological fear which 
can occur during n ormal de- 
velopment and doesn’t go 
away” according to Dr Ross 
Menzies, director of die anxi- 
ety disorder clinic at Sydney 
University in Australia. 

‘‘This Tear’ would have en- 
tered the gene pool because in 


certain areas Of the world there 
are dangerous spiders and fear 
of them would be a good tiring," 
he said. 

Dr Menzies said that fear of 
water, heights and snakes are 
other examples of biological 
fears which may be inbuilt into 
an individual’s psyche. Fear of 
snakes, for example, in people 
who five on snake-free islands 
and who have not travelled or 


ever seen a live snake, is well 
documented. 

Dr Menzies, who presented 
the results of his research to the 
British Psychological Society 
Conference yesterday, analysed 
three groups; 15 under-gradu- 
ate students who claimed to be 
scared of spiders; 19 men and 
women with a clinical level of 
arachnaphobia. and a control 
group of “non -fearfuls". 


The “fcfirfukf claimed no ad- 
verse experience with spiders as 
children -previously believed to 
be the origin of such phobia - 
and said they had always been 
scared since their first coiuact- 
“Thcy didn’t ever remember 
a time when they weren’t scared 
of spiders," Dr Menzies said. 
Faraekntically, three of the nun- 
fearful subjects had been bitten 
by spiders. 
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Senior Tories earn reprieve for 




SSf B wwi KHURST — 


Senior Cabinet ministers 
warned Virginia Bottomleymot 
to sack Peter Davis, the Na- 
tional Lottery regulator, over ac- 
cepting free flights from a 
company involved in running 
the lottery. 

Mrs Bottom] ey announced 
her decision to back him last 
night and one reason for gov- 
ernment support was believed 
to be to avoid giving in to me- 
dia pressure for his resignation. 
It would also have been seen as 
a blot on the lottery's success. 


The Secretary of State for 
National Heritage avoided an 
embarrassing Commons state- 
ment, but issued a statement af- 
ter a meeting with Mr Davis. 
She said there was never any 
doubt about his integrity, al- 
though she had warned him it 
was unwise to take the free 
flights in America from 
GTECH, a stake-holder in 
Cameloi, the lottery organiser. 

Mrs Bottomley said he had 
assured her there were “no 
other issues” which might come 
to light later that might affect 
her decision. But she told him 
to maintain “a proper distance 


from the company and its con- 
stituent parts" in future. 

Her vote of confidence was 
challenged by opposition lead- 
ers last night. Robert Maclen- 
nan, the Liberal Democrat 
heritage spokesman, said: “Mr 
Davis is not fit to regulate a mil- 
lion-pound business if he can- 
not regulate his own 
behaviour." 

News of Mr Davis’s reprieve 
came as fresh revelations raised 
further questions about the 
regulation of the lottery. He re- 
fused to insert a clause in 
Cameiot’s licence giving him the 
ability to cap its earnings;. 


When the company's licence 
was drawn up last year, it was 


franklv we wouldn't have had 


based on predictions of sales of 
£3bn. In fact. Camelat is fore- 


any reputable companies ap- 
plying for the licence." 


casting sales of around £5bn. 

At the time, Mr Davis re- 
jected including a clause al- 
lowing the percentage taken by 
the company to be revised 
downwards if the lottery did bet- 
ter than expected. In an inter- 
view broadcast on BBC TV's 
N’avsnighi last month. Mr Davis 
admitted dropping the idea: 
“Had we offered them a licence, 
the financial terms of which 
could have been changed at the 
whim of the regulator, then 


plying for the licence." 

An Oflot spokeswoman said 
yesterday it was true sales had 
exceeded expectations but there 
was no prospect of revising 
Came lot's contract. The terms 
of the licence, she said, would 
stand until the licence expired 
in 2001. 

Meanwhile 25 MPs contin- 
ued to put Cameloi under the 
spotlight by signing an early day 
motion condemning plans by 
the operator to self lists of its 
winners to junk mail firms. Un- 
der the Data Protection Acl 


holders of computerised per- 
sonal details mast declare what 
they plan to do with the data. 
Came/oi has registered under 
the category •‘trading in per- 
sonal information". 

This does not relate to the 
company's databases for shop- 
keepers who cany its terminals 
or its personnel records, which 
are covered by separate entries. 

The motion tabled by Mr 
Maclennan. condemns the pos- 
sible sale as “a potential in- 
fringement upon the privacy of 
winners", and says it “will cause 
a great deal of distress to those 
who wish to withhold their 


identity 1 from the public do- 
main". 

Ian Young of Manehes. a firm 
of London solicitors' with a 
large data protection practice, 
said Cameloi had “showed they 
could sell information if they fell 
so minded. It does not mean 
they can do it now but one day 
they may want to". 

A Cameloi spokeswoman 
said trading in personal infor- 
mation not only covers selling 
lists “but also incidental infor- 
mation collected for other pur- 
poses." Camcfot. she said, had 
no intention of selling the 
names of prize-winners. 
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Peter Davis: Backed 
avoid victory for media 


Ashby libel case: Threat of bankruptcy adds to politician’s woes after trial that exposed stormy private life to glare of publicity 

MP left to 


ponder folly 
of a legal 
nightmare 


REBECCA FOWLER 


It may be one of the most fool- 
hardy Hbel actions ever taken. 
As a tear-stained David Ashby 
pushed his way through the 
crowds outside the High Court 
yesterday, he must have won- 
dered wiiy he had seen fit to 
jeopardise his family, political 
career and financial security. 

In the three-week court dra- 
ma. that sank to absurd and 


tragic depths. Mr Ashby ex- 
posed every detail ofhis private 
life, from his sexual impotence 
to adoration of his garden pond, 
condemned his wife as an 
obsessive, spiteful and foul- 
mouthed woman, risked bank- 
ruptcy and still failed to 
convince the jmy that he was not 
a homosexual, a liar and a hyp- 
ocrite. 

The decline and foil of Mr 
Ashby, a grammar-school boy 
from High Wycombe, is a be- 
wildering tale of misguided 
pride and self-deceit. For near- 
ly three decades he enjoyed an 
unspectacular public me as a 
barrister and in local govern- 
ment before rising to the back- 
benches of Westminster as Tbiy 
MP for Leicestershire North 
West in 1983. Although his 
marriage was always fiery, his 
career was pedestrian. 

The most notable contro- 
versies in his political life were 
a call for a golf ban on Wim- 
bledon Common in 1984 after 
his Italian wife, Silvana, was hit 
on the nose by an errant ball, 
and a telling off for writing 
Christmas cards (faring a House 
of Commons committee session. 

His spectacular arrival in the 
spotlight came as a wave of 


sleaze allegations against Ibry 
MPs began to make a public 
mockery of John Major's ^ “Back 
to Basics” campaign. The Sun- 
day Tones revealed that he had 
shared a double bed with Dr 
Ciaran KiJduff, 32, his neigh- 
bour, at a hotel in Ranee - the 
Chateau Tilques in Orrae - 
when twin-bedded rooms were 
available for the same price. 

When Mr Ashby left his wife 
in 1993 after 28 “tempestu- 
ous" years of marriage, he said 
he was depressed, ill and des- 
perate for friendship, and he 
found it in a man. “lean hon- 
estly say I had no one. Fd spent 
a life being isolated I’d been 
isolated from my family because 
of my wife's attitude, and from 
friends." 

While searching for a flat to 
escape his miserable home life, 
he met Dr Kflduff in his garden. 
Apparently be provided a sym- 
pathetic listening ear, and the 
two men immediately struck up 
a friendship. Shortly afterwards 
Mr Ashby bought the flat above 
Dr KiidufTs, and his wife’s sus- 
picions were aroused, although 
both men have consistently de- 
nied they are homosexual. 

They agreed to go to France 
together on the understanding, 
according to Mr Ashby, they 
shared a room to save money. 

Already the Tory party had 
lurched from one humiliating 
sleaze scandal to another. As 
one liny MP affair was revealed 
after another, it became dear 
the parly had placed itself in the 
line of its own fire with “Back 
to Basics"^ Tim Yeo, the MP. ex- 
posed as the father of an ille- 
gitimate child, was the first to 
foil in a flush of exposes. 



The politician's wife: Silvana Ashby being interviewed by reporters outside the High Court yesterday after the verdict was announced 


With the spotlight on the do- 
mestic lives of Tory MPs. 
Chateau Tilques was already Mr 
Ashby's downfall. When the 
Sunday Times received anony- 
mous phone calls in 1993 al- 
leging that he was gay. and had 
left fus wife to live close to Dr 
Kflduff in south-west London, 
the paper saw the next sleaze 
scandal in its reach. 

A senior reporter was im- 
mediately sent to Mrs Ashby’s 
home, also in Putney, to put the 
allegations to her. Although 
Mrs Ashby denies she in any 
way gave information, she could 
not deny the facts being pul to 
her. 

When the story broke. Mr 
Ashby was besieged by jour- 


nalists at the family home, with 
Mrs Ashby and Alexandra, 27. 
their daughter, who flew over 
from Milan where she works as 
a stockbroker. 

According to Mrs Ashby, her 
husband desperately appealed 
to her to go out and issue a 
statement saying she was a liar. 
and she bad made the story up. 
Mis Ashby remained at her hus- 
band 1 s ride, but refused to lie for 
him. 

“He said ‘I’ve got a solution 
to get rid of all those people, you 
just have to go and say you’ve 
made a terrible mistake, that 
you’ve been lying, that you're a 
very vengeful and spiteful, and 
the reason these things came 
out is because you're very sor- 


rv I left you," Mrs Ashby said. 
"I said ‘Really David there. ‘s a 
limit to what*! will do’." 

Not only was Mr Ashby left 
to justify himself, a journalist 
bad recovered the bill for the 
hotel room at Chateau Tilques 
from the dustbin at his Putney 


flat. Ln typical bombastic style. 
Mr Ashbv went on the defen- 


sive, dismissing suggestions he 
was having an affair with Dr Kil- 
duff as “tripe." 

But the Sunday Times was ea- 
ger not to let the scandal it had 
set in motion out of its grasp. 
Although Mr Ashby was not a 
high-profile figure, in the po- 
litical climate his alleged 
hypocrisy was the perfect scan- 
dal. It received another tip-off 


that Mr Ashby had travelled to 
Goa on holiday, and again 
shared a bed with a man. 

This time the anonymous 
source proved less effective. 
Despite confusing evidence 
from various staff at the hotel, 
described as a discreet love 
nesi where few questions were 
asked, it emerged Mr Ashby- had 
indeed travelled there alone. 

Mr Ashby saw his chance for 
revenge. If the newspaper had 
unearthed the right story, it had 
tripped over the wrong facts. In 
an act that sealed his fate, he de- 
cided to lake both the Sunday 
Times and Andrew Neil, the for- 
mer editor, to court. 

Comment, page 15 
Family at war. Section Two 


wins 


Ton MP Peter Bottomley was 
yesterday awarded £4U.0Ul» 
damages by a High Court jun- 
ior libel in an article in the Sun- 
day Express. 

Justin Walford. legal adviser 
to Express Newspapers, which 
was also ordered to pay an es- 
timated Column costs of the 
eight-day trial, said an appeal 
was being considered because 
of questions raised over press 
freedom. 

Mr Bottomley. 51. MP for 
Eltham in south London, was ac- 
cused in the article last January 
of betraying paratrooper Private 


Lee Clegg, who was in jail lor 
the murder of a joyrider in 
Nonhem Ireland, by appearing 
at a meeting with the Sinn Fein 
leader Martin McGuinncss. 

The former Northern Ireland 
minister whose wife. Virginia, is 
Secretary of State for Nation- 
al Heritage, said yesterday: "U 
would have been possible to 
hav e avoided this writ if w e had 
come to some agreement ear- 
lier on. I don't mind robust crit- 
icism ... but this Slopped me 
doing what 1 have devoted my 
life to - ending the violence in 
Northern Ireland." 


Mensa board ‘kept in dark’ 






WILL BENNETT 


Senior members of Mensa did 
not know that Harold Gale, the 
society’s executive director, was 
using his position to run his own 
business activities from its head- 
quarters, an industrial tribunal 
was told yesterday. 

Kenneth Sutton, secretary 
of British Mensa, said that its 
directors were aware that he 
had a company called Harold 
Gale Associates but did not 
know the extent of his activities. 

Mr Gale, 54, who held office 
for 19 vears, was sacked for 
oross misconduct last March af- 
ter officers of the society for 
people with high IQs raided its 
headquarters in Wolverhamp- 
ton. He is alleging unfair dis- 


missal at the tribunal in Birm- 
ingham. 

Mensa says that Mr Gale 
made thousands of pounds by 
using his position to increase 
subscriptions to a magazine 
called Mind Games run by his 
own company and that he sold 
puzzles to newspapers who 
thought that they were buying 
them from the society. 

Malcolm Duthie, represent- 
ing Mr Gale, told the tribunal 
yesterday that Mensa ’s directors 
knew about his private business 
activities because they both 
used a Mr Nigel Tinsley as 
their accountant 

He said: “Nigel Tinsley was 
the accountant for Harold Gale 
Associates and British Mensa 
Ltd. He did the end of the year 


accounts for both and would 
have to liaise with Mr Neil 
Goulder, the treasurer of the 
British Mensa Committee." 

Mr Duthie asked Mr Sutton: 
“You said Mind Games was 
tolerated because it was be- 
lieved to be an outside activity?" 

Mr Sutton replied: “AH the di- 
rectors were aware of Harold 
Gale Associates and all knew 
the flyers were put out for 
Mind Games with the informa- 
tion packs. 

“But Harold Gale was an ex- 
ecutive and should be working 
in our best interests at all times. 
None were aware of him pro- 
ducing any puzzles for his own 
benefit." 

Mr Duthie asked Mr Sutton: 
“If you had known Mr Gale had 


operated a company that had 
produced puzzles for profit us- 
ing Mensa 's name in a mutual- 
ly beneficial relationship would 
it have altered vour considera- 
tion of this matter?” 

He replied: ”1 don’t think I 
would ever allow that kind of 
position to occur because it is 
a direct conflict of interest- I 
don't think any such operation 
could have been mutually ben- 
eficial." 

Mr Duthie revealed that Sir 
Clive Sinclair, the inventor who 
is Mensa's chairman, was a di- 
rector of Thought Promotions, 
a company set up by Mr Gale 
in 1982. He told the tribunal it 
was set up to make a profit for 
Mr Gale but used the Mensa 
name to promote the society. 




Army officer's flight to 
course lands him in hot ^ 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 
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Harold Gale: Accused of 
using office for own profit 


Mr Sutton said be was not 
aware of the deal but accepted 
that Sir Clive must have had 
“full knowledge" that Mr Gale 
set up the firm. 

The tribunal continues todav. 


A senior army officer who took 
a military helicopter to fly to a 
gob' tournament - and sent his 
clubs by chauffeur-driven car - 
has been disciplined by the 
Ministry of Defence. 

In June. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Douglas Connon. commanding 
officer. 3rd Highlanders, 
booked an army gazelle heli- 
copter to lake liim and a col- 
league to a VE Day celebration 
and then to an inier-regimen- 
LaJ golf competition. The VE 
ceremony took place only 40 
miles from Lt-Col Connon’s 
home in Nairn. 


There was no room in the 
helicopter for their clubs, so Lt- 
Col Connon's driver took them 
the 220 miles from Nairn to the 
golf course in Prestwick by ear. 
The helicopter, which belonged 
to the Army Air Corps, cost 
£2.000 per hour to run. 

The- driver returned to Prest- 
wick two dais later to take the 
men home. Lt-Col Connon. 
who had won the tournament 
the previous year, returned in 
triumph, successfully defending 
his title. 

Nicholas Soarnes. armed 
forces minister, said yesterday 
that the incident had been in- 
vestigated. He confirmed that 
“a gazelle helicopter deviated 


from its task to take two Army 
officers jo a golf ion moment". 

Replying to a written ques- 
tion from David Clark. LaNuir 
Defence spokesman. Mr 
Soarnes said: “There was no dis- 
honest intern" ».m Li-C’ol Con- 
non's part. “He did. however, 
make an error of judgment". 

Mr Clark condemned "a bla- 
tant misuse of taxpayers' mon- 
ey". He said such behaviour 
“appears to be a regular lea lure 
in the Tory-run MoD and has no 
place in the modem army. Poor 
management and abuse of tax- 
payers' money are the order of 
the day and 1 am disappointed 
by the Minister's complacent 
and puny response." 
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Brocket trial: Friend of Prince Charles tried to cheat insurance firms after staging theft of vintage vehicles from stately 



after admitting 
£4.5m car fraud 


IAN MacKINNON 

Lord Brocket, the polo-playing 
friend of the Prince of Wales. £ 
likely to be jailed after yester- 
day admitting bis pan in a 
£4i5m classic -car fraud. 

The 4 2 -year-old aristocrat, 
who was charged under his full 
name. Charles Ronald Nall- 
Cain. looked drawn and ap- 
prehensive a< he gave his guilty 
plea at Luton Crown Court. 

Judge Daniel Rodwell 
ordered pre-sentence reports on 
Lord Brocket, who owns a 25- 
bud room Georgian house in 
1.400 acres of park and wood- 
land near Welwyn Garden City. 
Hertfordshire, but warned that 
it did not indicate he would 
avoid a jail term when sentence 
is passed in the new year. 

"I want to make it clear." the 
judge said, “that by ordering a 
pre-sentence report it doesn’t 
mean you are going to receive 
anything other than a custodi- 
al sentence. 1 don’t want you to 
be under any misapprehension 
whatsoever." 

Lord Brocket was charged 
with three others of conspira- 
cy to defraud, it is allesed that 


between 17 May 1 Q $9 and 1 
September 1<*94 they conspired 
with another man. Mark 
Caswell, to defraud others. 

Like Lord Brocket, Stephen 
Gwythcr, 40. a mechanic of 
Welwy n Garden City, admitted 
the charge. 

But an .American classic car 
salesman. Richard Furtado, 41. 
also of Welwyn Garden City. 

and Michael Campbell -Bowling, 
59. a financial consultant from 
Fulham, south-west London, 
deny the offence. 

Peter Stage, for the prose- 
cution. asked for time to decide 
whether it is in the public in- 
terest to proceed with a trial 
against Mr Furtado and Mr 
Oimpbe IN Bowling. 

Desmond De Silva QC. for 
Lord Brocket asked (hat his 
client's bail be renewed, saying 
he wanted to sort out “matters 
of deep family concern so that 
he might be allowed to attend 
to his affairs". 

Mr De Silva told the court 
that bail had been set at £30.1X10 
and Lord Brocket’s surely 
would be arriving from the US 
today to sign the papers. J udge 
Rodwell. adjourning the case for 


28 days, warned that if the 
papers were not completed 
within 24 hours Lord Brocket 
should be re-arrested. 

Lord Brocket claimed that 
four valuable vehicles had been 
stolen from Brocket Hall dur- 
ing a burglary on converted sta- 
ble block used as a showroom. 

The cars, said to be worth 
millions, were a 1952 Ferrari 340 
America, a 1955 Ferrari Europe, 
a Ferrari 195 Sport and a 1960 
Mascrati Tipo Bird Cage. At the 
lime Lord Brocket claimed the 
thieves had carried out a “pro- 
fessional job" by removing the 
alarm system. 

But no burglary had taken 
place and in February this year 
Lord Brocket, along with four 
other men. was arrested and ac- 
cused of attempting to deceive 
insurance companies. 

.After yesterday’s hearing. 
Steven Barker. Lord Brocket's 
solicitor, said his client fully ac- 
cepted that he might go to 
prison but was much more con- 
cerned about the welfare of his 
family. Mr Barker said the 
hearing in the High Court 
would involve “family and res- 
idential orders being made”. 



Guilty: Lord Brocket with part of the classic car collection he used to mount an insurance swindle 


photograph: Rex features 


MPs question ‘political’ murder sentences 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The Home Secretary should no 
longer decide if. or when, mur- 
derers like Myra Hindley 
should be treed, according to an 
influential committee of MPs. 

The Conservative-dominated 
Home Affairs Select Commit- 
tee said Michael Howard might 
be in a better position to re- 
spond to “public will ” in high- 
profile cases, but "puhlic 
opinion is nor the surest guide 
in making such a decision". 

The MPs said it was wrong in 
principle for a politician to play 
a role in what should be a mat- 


ter for the judges. Mr Howard 
has made no secret of the fact 
that he lakes public acceptability 
of release into account before 
reaching a decision. 

But the MPs disappointed 
peers, lawyers and senior judges 
by failing to recommend abol- 
ishing the mandatory life sen- 
tence for murder, thus giving the 
judges the power to fix sen- 
tences for murderers. 
"Abolishing the mandatory life 
sentence for murder w ould risk 
sending a signal to the public at 
large that causing the death of 
another person was in some way- 
less seriously regarded than 
previously." {hey said. 


The issue of who decides 
how long murderers should 
spend in prison has long been 
(he source of heated debate, as 
campaigners demand the re- 
lease of criminals such as the 
Moors murderer Hindlcy. who 
has now served nearly 30 years. 
The European Court of Human 
Rights has already abolished the 
Home Secretary's role in de- 
ciding when to release prison- 
ers serving "discretionary" life 
sentences for offences such as 
rape or manslaughter. 

The mandatory- sentence was 
brought in to reflect public 
intolerance of murder, when 
capital punishment was abol- 


ished in 1965. At present, any- 
one convicted of murder must 
receive a life sentence. The tri- 
al judge then makes a sugges- 
tion on the minimum period the 
killer should serve, known as the 
"tariff’'. This, with the views of 
the Lord Chief Justice, is passed 
to the Home Secretary who de- 
cides the term a murderer must 
serve to satisfy the demands of 
"retribution and deterrence". 

A committee of peers, and an 
independent committee head- 
ed hy Lord Lane, the former 
Lord Chief Justice, have 
demanded that the compulso- 
life sentence for murder be 
>lishcd. Thev concluded that 


ry (ii 
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Call us today on 01344 720000 
for maximum productivity at 
a minimum price. 
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the mandatory penalty fails to 
allow for varying degrees of 
wickedness. 

The MPs disputed claims 
that it was inflexible saying (hat 
tariffs can be set as low as 
three years up to natural life - 
thus reflecting the heinousness 
of each crime. Last year 15 
killers, including Myra Hindley 
were told they would never 
leave prison alive. The average 
length of a mandatory life 
sentence is about 14 years. 

However, the MPs called for 
more clarity and openness in the 
system, suggesting that mur- 
derers, victims families and the 
courts are informed of the tar- 


iffs - and reconmending that an 
appeal system be set up so that 
either the defendant or the 
prosecution could challenge it 

Paul Cavadino. chairman of 
the penal affairs consortium, 
said ending the Secretary of 
State's power to decide 
whenand if murderers should be 
set free would remove "one of 
the most objectionable features 
of the mandatory life sentence". 

The committee said its find- 
ings were "preliminary" and it 
is to call further evidencebefore 

making final recommendations 
next year. • 

■ Murder The Mandatory Lifc 
Sentence ; HMSO; £12.15. 
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Hindley ready 
to fight ‘death 
in jail’ ruling 


SIEVE BOGGAN 

Michael Howard's decision to 
imprison Myra Hindley until she 
dies could be challenged in the 
courts in months, say sources 
close to the Moors murderess. 

An application for leave to 
seek a judicial review of the case 
is being prepared by Edward 
Fitzgerald QC and is thought to 
be in an advanced state. 

It is expected that Mr 
Fitzgerald will challenge the 
Horae Secretary’s right to over- 
turn earlier recommendations 
that Hindlcy, 53, should serve 
25 years. Papers from Htncfley’s 
Home Office file, published by 
the Independent last year, show 
that a Cabinet decision was 
taken in the mid-1980s to re- 
lease Hindley after 30 years. She 
has served almost that term. 

Mr Fitzgerald is one of a 
loose group of people who have 
supported Hindley over the 
years who believe she is being 
treated differently from other 
prisoners because of the polit- 
ical dangers inherent in any 
consideration of her release. 

Without condoning what she 
did, her supporters point to the 
fact that she has served twice the 
average life sentence and is 
recognised by psychologies and 
criminologists as presenting no 
danger to the puolic. 

Mr Fitzgerald is a recognised 
champion of civil liberties. It is 
understood his fees in Hindley’s 
case have been minimal. They 
are invariably paid by David As- 
tor. .53, editor of the Observer 
until 1975. wbo believes that 
Hindley is treated as a political 
prisoner in as much as any de- 
cision to free her would have to 



David Aston Helps 
Hindley’s legal fees 


pay 


be made by a Home Secretary 
instead of the courts. 

Hindley’s solicitor is Car- 
olyn Taylor, niece of the Lord 
Chief Justice, Lord Tkyior of 
Gosforth. She works at Taylor 
NicboL a firm based in Finsbury 
Park, London, with a reputation 
for taking on difficult cases. 

Mr Astor was introduced to 
Hindley in 1982 by Lord Long- 
ford, who has campaigned for 
Hindley’s release on the 
grounds that she has been pun- 
ished and, he feels, rehabilitat- 
ed, and whose granddaughter 
the biographer Rebecca Fraser 
is married to Mr Fitzgerald - 

The Rev Peter Timms, a for- 
mer governor of Maidstone 
prison. Kent, who was asked to 
evaluate Hindley, rejected re- 
ports of a well-organised group 
of people campaigning for her 
release. “We are just a very 
loose grouping who feel Hind- 
ley is being unfairly treated, r ’he 
said “But there is no organi- 
sation, no campaign, not even 
any regular contact" 



ANDREW BROWN . - 

Religous Afferas Correspondent 

The Bible has been translated 
into more than 135 
but The Contemporary 
Version y published by Thomas 
Neiscm, of Nashvifle. Tennessee, 
is probably thefirst English ver- 
sion for 4D0years to be aimed 
at people who cannot, or will 
not, read. ’ " - ’ 

“Traditional translations of 
the Bible cckhiKkj tire reader’s 
ability to understand a written • 
text. But the Contemporary 
English Version differs from all 
other English. -Bibles, past and 
present m thai it takes info con- 
sideration the needs of the 
hearer, as well as those of the 
reader "the preface says. . 

Since the Bible' is full of 
treachery, adnheiy. murder and' 
all the otherstaples of television 
drama, theAinericantranSators 
have rendered it into the lan- 
guage of soap opera, like II 
FQt^ ix, where J^o, God’s can- 
didate for the throne of Israel, 
seizes the throne by shooting Jo- 
ram, his predecessor and rival, 
in die back. 

In the authorised version, . 
the stray is quickly told: “It came 
to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, 
that he said: ‘Is it peace, Jefru?’ . 
And heansweredr/What peace. 


sofor® as the whoredoms of thy 
. mother Jezebel arid her witch- 
crafts are so many?’ And Joram 
turned his- hands, and fled, and 
said to Ahaziahr ‘There is. 
treacfaeiy, O Ahaziah.’ . ' . 

“And Jehu drew a bow^ with 
his full strength and smote Jo- 
ram between his arms, and the 
arrowwem cult at h&fieartand 
he saukdowninhischarioL" 

foTheTlomdnjtoraryBti^sh 
kfe/sfort, this becomes: *Joram 
: asked Ts this a peacefid visit?' 

“'Tfow cati there be peace?' 
Jehu askecL *Your mother 
Jezebel has raused everyone to 
worship idols and to practice 
witchcraft.' 

• " Ahaaah. let's get out of. 
hereT Joran yetted. ‘Its a tranl’ 
As Joram tried to escape, Jehu 
riiotan arrow. It hit Joram be- 
tween his. shoulders, that il- 
went throu^i his heart arid 
came out 1 his chest: He fell 
over drad in h& chariot” ' ; 

The Dean^of Lichfield, Tom 
Wright said: “The language ' 
reminds me of what happens 
when someone leading a bible 
. study islzyri^ to aariinarise for 
the troops wnai the passage is 
really about” However, he said, 
the results could have been 
stranger; In one recent US 
iraBsialfoD, KmgSan^ - 

the caye togs to the bathroom.’’ 
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Legends " 

By Eavan Boland .... 

*Byers of firesides, . • . . • 

twilights. There are no tears in these. 

Instead they begin the world again, 

making the mountain ridges blue 

and the rivers dear and the hero fearless - 


and the outcome always undecided 
so the next teller can say begin and 
again and astonish children. 

Our children are our legends, 
you are mine. You have my name. . 

My hair was once like yours. . 

And the world 
is less bitter to me 

because you will re-tell the story. 

Eavan Boland was born in Dublin in 1544-arak bni 'adoounl of 
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her father beih^ a diplomat, grew^up Lnirindoa aod Hsw York. 
She read English at Trinity College, Dub&L-and fias gained a 
reputation in Ireland as a leading poeCreviewer, and broad- 


51x1 cbllectitm,^ I?ew Territory, was published 

m 1967; six more have foDowed aoxiss a hipad ira^e.of snb- 
ject5: domestic cameos Qf wifedbm arid motherhood,' fee wan- 
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P asse nger services sell-off: Stagecoach, which has overtaken all rivals in 10 years, is to operate South West Trains 

Bus-driver couple win first rail line 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

A bus company which has been 
frequently criticised for its ag- 
gressive tactics towards rivals 
was yesterday awarded the first 
privatised passenger raD line. 

The confirmation that Stage- 
coach. Britain's biggest bos 
company, had woo the right to 
operate South West Trains, 
which runs the domestic services 
out of Waterloo station in Lon- 
don, was immediate (y attacked 
by Labour who called it “a 


sad day for Britain’s railways’'. 

Stagecoach has, however, 
promised that it will “maintain 
present service levels”, keep 
fares down and improve the 
quality of service by imposing 
more onerous Passenger’s Char- 
ter targets on itself The com- 
pany admitted that there would 
be no chance of buying new 
trains for the line because the 
seven-year franchise term was 
not long enough to justify the 
purchase of new rolling stock. 

Brian Cox. the company's 
executive director, said yester- 


day he could not guarantee 
that there would be no cuts to 
services. The company is only 
contracted to provide up to 
the minimum passenger service 
requirements - 86 per cent of 
the existing timetable - set by 
the franchise director, Roger 
Salmon, and the subject of a 
partially successful legal action 
by anti-privatisation cam- 
paigners last week. But, Mr Cox 
said Stagecoach “was not in the 
business of cutting back on ser- 
vices but of building up volumes 
of passengers." 


Stagecoach, created IQ years 
ago by Brian Souler and his sis- 
ter, Ann Gloag, has built up its 
business by taking over 30 com- 
panies around the country, of- 
ten using methods which have 
been criticised by the Office of 
Fair Trading and the Monopo- 
lies and Mergers Commission. 

Brian Wilson. Labour’s trans- 
port spokesman, said: “It is 
particularly ironic that privati- 
sation, which began with 
rhetoric on competition, has 
ended up with the first franchise 
going to a ruthlessly anti- 


competitive company which has 
faced 24 inquiries into its 
predatory behaviour." 

At a press conference yester- 
day. Mr Souler defended his 
company’s record, saying that no 
one bad accused it of running 
poor services or “of not being in- 
novative”. The company admits 
there will be job losses at SWT 
but hopes these can be achieved 
by voluntary redundancies. 

Mr Salmon said Stagecoach 
would require on average £49ra 
subsidy per year, compared 
with BR's net 'subsidy last year 


of £63.4m for the SWT services. 
This will be welcomed by the 
Government, which has always 
argued that privatisation would 
lead to savings, but SLagecoach 
will struggle to achieve it with- 
out industrial strife. 

Stagecoach said its perfor- 
mance targets for SWT would he 
higher than the existing ones with 
punctuality up by 2 per cent to 
92 per cent for suburban services 
and a punctuality target for 
mainline services of 8^ per cenL 
Reliability targets will go up by 
1 per cent to 99 per cenL Bui 


these improvements in targets 
will only take effect L2 months 
after the start of the franchise. 

Stagecoach also promised to 
protect fares even though only 
about 47 per cent of SWT fares, 
in revenue terras, are safe- 
guarded by the previously an- 
nounced fare-capping system. 

Mr Salmon was unable yes- 
terday to confirm the allocation 
of the two cither early franchises. 
London. Tilbury anil Southend, 
and Great Western Trains, 
which are both expected to go 
to management buyout teams. 



‘Predatory’ 
firm’s tactics 
kill off rivals 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

If (he Government had wanted 
to choose the most controver- 
sial candidate as the flagship for 
its privatised rail programme, it 
could not have done better than 
going for Stagecoach. It is 
Britain’s largest bus company 
and at once its most famous and 
most infamous. 

Stagecoach has been built up 
by the brother-and-sister team 
of Brian Souter and Ann Gloag, 
both former bus drivers who 
started the company- from re- 
dundancy pay-outs, and its prof- 
itability Is demonstrated by the 
fact that. Mrs Gloag recently 
bought Beaufort Castle, near In- 
verness. the scat of the late Lord 
Lovat. a far cry from the coun- 


cil bouse in Perth where she was 
brought up. 

Stagecoach's infamy comes 
from its aggressive and predatory 
behaviour towards scores of bus 
companies which it has either 
bought up or driven out of busi- 
ness. Stagecoach Holdings now 
consists of an international em- 
pire of 7300 buses, 20,000 em- 
ployees. a turnover of £430m and 
profits in the past six months of 
nearly £20m. Its shares, now 
quoted on the Stock Exchange, 
recently hh an all-time high. 

The company, a child of the 
19S5 Act which deregulated the 
bus industry, makes no bones 
about the fact that it feels a lo- 
cal monopoly is the best way to 
provide services. In a succession 
Of battles it has either taken over 



Success story: Ann Gloag at Stagecoach’s garage In Perth. She and her brother now run Britain’s largest bus company Photograph: Stephen Mansfield 


all its competitors or flooded an 
area with so many buses that 
others could not compete. 

In Dadmgtcm last year, for ex- 
ample, it squeezed out local op- 
erators by running free services 
for six weeks, behaviour which 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission called ‘ predatory" 
and “against the public interest”. 
There have been five detailed 
MMC inquiries over the past 
year and other battles are loom- 
ing. Drivers working for Selkem, 


one of the two London bus com- 
panies Stagecoach took over last 
year, were recently given 90 days 
notice of termination of em- 
ployment in a fight against the 
unions as the company' wants to 
reduce drivers’ wages. 

Unlike many other aggressive 
companies, however. Stage- 
coach does not fight shy of the 
media. Yesterday, Brian Cox. 
executive direcior and the di- 
rector in charge of the southern 
area, spent all mominghappily 


talking about his company's 
controversial record. 

To gain control of South 
West Trains, Stagecoach has 
put in what looks like a very low- 
bid requiring £20ro savings on 
variable costs of £125m. Mr Cox 
said: “We think these cost re- 
ductions are realistic and 
aehievahle.” However, a battle 
with the unions, particularly 
the tram drivers in Aslet seems 
inevitable. Mr Cox says Stage- 
coach's size Is an advantage be- 


cause “if a meltdown situation 
occurs w e can survive it”. 

Nor does Mr Cox disguise the 
fact that there will be sharp re- 
ductions in the 4.000 staff at pre- 
sent employed by the train 
company. “In the bus industry 
we have got rid of a lot of man- 
agers and management layers. 
We also expect our staff to 
work harder than they might 
have been used to. We will be 
instilling the same culture in 
South West Trains." 


There may he some relief in 
the bus industry if Stagecoach 
is now concentrating on the rafl- 
ways. .Asa senior London man- 
ager who fought off a bid from 
the company said: “Stagecoach 
lends to leave the other big play- 
ers in the bus industry alone but 
it makes everybody who works 
for smaller companies appre- 
hensive. They tend to go into 
companies and shoot the man- 
agement. They also tend to 
reduce staff drastically." 


National 
strategy 
planned 
for the 
ageing 

GLENDA COOPER 

The first step towards the cre- 
ation of a national partnership 
for ageing will be taken today, 
as the great and the good as- 
semble in London to discuss 
research on the matter. 

Fifty-five key people from the 
fields of industry, research . pol- 
icy. funding bodies, consumers 
and providers wifi gather at the 
Royal Society of Medicine to 
consider policy for an ageing 
population and how it can be 
integrated. 

The meeting is being mod- 
erated by Sir Ronald Oxburgh. 
Rector "of Imperial College. 
London, and formerly chief 
scientist at the Ministry of De- 
fence. Representatives from 
Age Concern, the Red Cross, 
British Geriatrics Society and 
World Health Organisation will 
also be there. 

Although Britons are living 
longer they are getting old. 
with extra years of disability not 
healthy life, according to a sur- 
vey earlier this month which 
found that healthy life ex- 
pectancy for 65-year-old men 
had not altered* from seven 
years between 1976 to 1992. 

No formal links exist be- 
tween academic research into 
ageing and industry. The con- 
ference will consider whether 
strong links are needed be- 
tween the two areas, whether 
technology is being effectively 
exploited in the care of old peo- 
ple. whether there should be a 
national focus on ageing and 
where the British position on 
the world stage should be. 

There have been tails for net- 
working in areas such as shared 
research methodologies, large- 
scale muhi-cenlre trials and 
cross-fertilisation of expertise. 

The idea of a National Age- 
ing Centre similar to those in the 
United States. Japan and France 
will also be discussed. These in- 
tegrate research with technolo- 
gy and incorporate social studies, 
considering the age people work 
until and how to improve the 
health of the elderly . 

It is unlikely a building wxnild 
be commissioned as a centre, al- 
though a facility for discussing 
strategy might be considered. 
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Dimplex New Style Column Electric Oil Filled Radiator 

Product Recall 
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Model Numbers 
CR1507, CR2009 & CR2009T 

{model number Is sham hem underneath hoot end} 


Model Number 
BQ15CR 

(mode! number b sham here underneath front end) 


It has come to our notice that some of the NEW STYLE column type oil filled electric radiators, 
represent a safety hazard with the risk of dangerous fumes and fire. These heaters are easily 
Identified by the two large wheels. 

These heaters have only been on sale since October 1995. If you have purchased one, 
you should follow this procedure: 

0 Do not use the heater. 

0 Unplug it from the mains supply Immediately. 

n IMMEDIATELY TELEPHONE THE DIMPLEX CUSTOMER SERVICE LINE BELOW. EVEN IF YOU 
W HAVE STOPPED USING THE HEATER AND YOU HAVE ALREADY RETURNED IT TO THE PLACE OF 
PURCHASE, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU TELEPHONE US IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO. 

Q Return It to the place of purchase for either a foil refund or an alternative replacement. 

0 You should still return the product even If there are no apparent problems. 

0 If you have any questions or are unable to return the product please telephone the 
Dimplex customer service line. 


Dimplex Customer Service Line (0800 636434). There will be no charge for this 
call Lines open from Sam to 8pm r daily (answerphone in use at all other times). 


if vou are unable to telephone, please write to: Dimplex (UK) limited. Customer Services (Radiators), 
j^EepoST (no stamp needed), S01638 MUIbrook, Southampton, SO!5 OUH. 

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience this may cause 

Dimplex 
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Fishing quotas: Government in effort to avoid 
more embarrassing divisions on Europe 

Tory appeal to 
party loyalty 
fails to win day 


John McCarthy, the former 
Middle East hostage, yesterday 
joined the 13-vear-old Syous 
Hussain (above) and other 
refugees, in a demonstration 
outside the House iff Com- 
mons against the Government's 
Immigration and Asylum Bill, 
the protest came as ministers’ 
plans to cut benefits for asylum 
seekers earlv in the New Year 


Refugees in Commons protest 


received another setback, writes 
Nicholas Timmins. 

The High Court gave two 
London boroughs. Westmin- 
ster and Hammersmith and 
Fulham, leave for a judicial 
review of the planned benefit 


changes, threatening a further 
delay to benefit cuts which 
were originally phoned to lake 
effect on 8 January. 

Ministers have promised that 
they will not now be imple- 
mented before the Commons 


has a chance to debate them in 
the New Year, but yesterday's 
decision means they will be 
challenged in the courts unless 
the Government postpones the 
package until late next year. 

The local authorities argue 


that the Government is behav- 
ing unreasonably in removing 
the right to housing bene&t for 
many asylum seekers while soil 
leaving local authorities with a 
duty to house them under 
homelessness legislation. The 
Asylum BQl will remove that, 
but it is unlikely to become law 
before July at the earliest 
Photograph: Kalpesh Laihigra 


W ith defeat looming at 
the bands Euro -scep- 
tics and Tories .repre- 
senting fishing ports in 
yesterday’s debate on fisheries 
policy, • the Government 
responded with a combination 
of cash and appeals to party loy- 
alty. 

Michael Forsyth, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, urged MPs 
from the South-west and the 
east coast not to risk compro- 
mising the respect they bad 
earned among the fishing com-, 
muni ties by voting with Labour, 
who he called “a bunch of sell- 
out merchants". However, his 
pleas were in vain as a morion 
endorsing government fisheries 
policy was rejected by 299 votes 
to 297. 

And in case the rhetoric of 
the one of the most Euro-scep- 
tical Cabinet ministers was not 
enough, part way through the 
debate Tbny Baldry, the junior 
fisheries minister, announced 
the reinstatement of g ran ts for 
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Inside 
Pariiament 

i Stephen 
Goodwin 

improvements to harbours and 
fish marketing and processing. 
The grants, worth £2in to the in- 
dustry, had been axed for Eng- 
land and Whies in the Budget. 

To jeeis from Opposition 
benches, Mr Baldry said the 
change of mind followed rep- 
resentations by Tory fishing 
MPs. He also disclosed an 
offer to fishermen of £100,000 
in compensation from Spain 
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to UK waters from January. 

European fisheries ministers 
meet in Brussels later this week 
to consider further cuts on 
catches of herring, mackerel and 
{Hake in the North Sea and sig- 
nificant restrictions for fisher- 
men in the South-west, the 
Irish Sea and west of Scottish 
waters. 

T he appearance of Mr 
FOrsyth at the despatch 
box was an odd move. 
Normally fisheries debates are 
opened % agriculture minister 
and though Mr Forsyth re- 
called hrs - upbringing in 
Abroath, his principal job 
seemed to be charm the Euro- 
sceptics. His soul mate, Michael 
Portillo, was on the front bench 
for the opening speech, an un- 
usual setting for the Secretary 
of State for Defence. Mean- 
while, the Minister of Agricul- 
ture, Douglas Hogg, was 
roaming the backbenchers try- 
ing to caj^epdtentiaTrebels. : 
v - Mr Frirsytir said hfr junder- 
stobrffi&efrnen's feal-abburthe' 
Common Fisheries Policy -al- 
lowing equal access by ail EU 
fleets bur believed it was exag- 
gerated. * There is no Spanish 
Annada,*be said— and that was 
because the Government had 
not walked away from the CFP 
but improved it from within. 

Tory Euro-sceptics argued 
for abandoning the CFP alto- 


gether and when Mr Forsyth 
said he was sure they did not 
want the UK to act in breach of 
its Treaty obligations there was 
aery of **Oh yes we do”. Inter- 
vening, John Tbwnend, the 
right-wing MP fox Bridlington, 
said be bad some sympathy for 
Mr Forsyth. “He can ? t be 
blamed for the betrayal of the 
fishing ind ustry by Sir Edward 
Heath,” he said. . 

The former Tory prime min- 
ister made no immediate reac- 
tion, but later turned on his 
party colleague, describing the 
remade as “abusive". 

I am sot a traitor to my 
country," Sir Ed ward 
said, darning the CFP 
arrangements that fishermen 
complain of were laid down in 
1983, long after his prime min- 
istership. Full of scorn, for the 
sceptics. Sir Edward had more 
time for the fishing MPs but re- 
minded them they owed their 
constituents not only their en- 
ergies but their judgement He 
did not think even fishermen 
wanted to destroy the Govern- 
meni- 

Gavin Strang, Labour’s agri- 
culture spoke sman , called for 
reform of the CFP to “ensure 
the conservation and fair allo- 
cation of fish stocks". 

“Labour have been arguing 
for some time char there is a 
powerful case for greater na- 
tional control within t he fra me- 
work of reform of the t-H*/" Mr 
Strang said. But pressed by Mr 
Bakliy as to what this meant 
could only confused phrases 
about “a tystem of management 
which is doser io our coastal wa- 
ters" and “greater involvement 
of national government”. 

- The debate really centred on 
the Tory side. David Harris, 
whose a Ives constituency also 
fafliatollicy&rt ofNev^n^aid 
,; be wfis’&m. between the need 
to support the Government 
and the wishes <>( fris con- 
stituents. “1 don’t want, to see 
my government- defeated. I 
don’t think that wphld be in the 
interests of tire country. How- 
ever, it rs incumbent on people 
like myself to speak dp for the 
fishing industry.” "... 
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NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Nine more English towns and 
cities deserve powerful local 
councils and independence 
from their local county councils, 
the Government’s Local Gov- 
ernment Commission recom- 
mended yesterday. 

The nine should cover func- 
tions such as education and 
social services, at present nm by 
the counties in shire England, 
and take responsibility for the 
full range of local government 
services, the commission told 
the Environment Secretary, 
John Gummer. 

The district councils of Black- 
bum, Blackpool, Halton (bet- 
ter known as Runcorn and 
Widnes), Peterborough, Thur- 
rock, Warrington and the 
Wrekin (Telford new town) 
ought to have their own all- 
purpose councfls. So should 
the north Kent councSs of Dart- 
ford and Giavesham. However,’ 
they should be merged into 
one large authority. 


Mr Gummer has to decide 
whether to accept the propos- 
als and then get the final ver- 
sion approved tty Parliament 
That will wrap up a ccuvtro- 
vosalprocess of deddinga new 
structure for local government 
outside of England's seven 
. biggest conurbations, which has 
lasted more than three years. 

The commission's chairman. 
Sir David Cooksey, and the 
chief executive. Dr Bob Chilton, 
yesterday criticised an earlier 
decision to let tiny Rutland 
split off from Leicestershire 
and have its own all-purpose 
conned- They felt its population 
of 33.000 was too small. - 
Mr Gummer has also or- 
dered that 38 district councils 
scattered through.. England 
should become more powerful 
unitary authorities, splitting off 
from their counties. 

The commission decided 
there is not . a case for historic 
cities like Exeter airuS Norwich 
to have unitary councils, much 
to the anger of local -citizens. 
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‘Statesman’ in new fight for life 
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Owner pulls out after refinancing plan 
is vetoed. Chris Blackhurst reports 
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9?*” “?<}**“* invited for 
? e a “ ra g left-wing weekly New 
Statesman, following the deci- 
sion of Philip Jeffrey, its mil- 
lionaire owner, to withdraw 
day-to-day backing. 

Grant Thornton, a firm of 
City accountants, will be ap- 
pointed administrators to run 
the socialist magazine, found- 
ed by Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb over 80 years ago. The ad- 
ministrators will seek the best 
possible price for New States- 
man which has been losing 
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few days which saw Mr Jeffrey’s 
plans to inject new capital into 
the magazine blocked by its five 
independent shareholders. Un- 
der New Statesman’s constitu- 
tion, the five so-called “E" 
. shareholders - who include 
Margaret Hodge MP, Helena 
Kennedy QC and Neal Asch- 
erson, the journalist - have the 
power to veto changes of 
editor and ownership. 

Mr Jeffrey's refinancing plan 
involved dosing down the com- 
pany which owned the Tnagrwinf-- 
and transferring the title to a 
new company with a new con- 
stitution. This new constitu- 
tion would scrap independent 
safeguards, including the five 
“E” shares - something the in- 
dependent shareholders were 
not prepared to countenance. 

He secured the approval of 
other shareholders at a series of 
meetings last week. However, 
the independents refused to 



British Psychological Society: Prejudice 
against single mothers may be misjudged 

Sons of feckless 
fathers ‘better 
off without them’ 
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In the red: The magazine has 
been losing £6,000 a week 

money at the rate of £6,000 a 
week. 

Mr Jeffrey, a Labour sup- 
porter, has refused to continue 
providing a £125.000 credit fa- 
tality, used to keep the publi- 
cation afloat. Faced with his 
withdrawal, the board has had 
□o choice but to put the mag- 
azine's holding company into 
administration. 

The decision to pull the {dug 
was taken after an acrimonious 
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it would result in his acquiring 
total control - something under 
the constitution they were 
obliged to prevent. 

Mr Jeffrey said yesterday he 
veiy much regretted having to 
take such drastic action but 
blamed the five for being in- 
transigent and holding power 
without responsibility. “What 
has happened is that 94 per cent 
of the ordinary shareholders 
voted to support the recon- 
struction. The independent 
shareholders voted against, and 
the company has today moved 
into administration.” 

The magazine, he added, “is 
no longer in my hands. T am sor- 
ry it has come to this”. 


J /AIphaSc3n LS 


On screen : Paul Anderson, New Statesman's deputy editor, working on the forthcoming edition Photograph: John Voos 


An offer of £875,000 of new 
money from Mr Jeffrey, who 
made his fortune from the fnds 
chain of DIY stores, has now 
lapsed and, he said, may not be 
renewed. “If other offers come 
in and they are from consortia 


of the left, I would be happy to 
stand aside." So far, he claimed, 
his involvement in the magazine 
had cost him £600.000 with no 
guarantee he would get it back. 

Among those who may come 
forward are Derek Coombs, the 


former Tory MP and millionaire, 
beaten by Mr Jeffrey for con- 
trol two years ago, and Philip 
Whitehead, the ex-Labour MP 
and television producer, who. 
along with two other people, 
holds the right of first refusal 









Cast fist: (From left) the editor Steve Piatt; shareholders Margaret Hodge and Helena Kennedy; and possible buyers Philip Whitehead and Derek Coombs 


over any change in ownership. 
The bidders" path will be 
smoothed by the recent resig- 
nation of Steve Platt as editor. 
Mr Platt, a frequent critic of 
Tony Blair and editor for the 
past five years, is expected to 
stay on until a new owner can 
be found. 

Mr Ascbcrson, a senior jour- 
nalist on the Independent on 
Sunday , said Mr Jeffrey had "ab- 
solutely refused to have any 
structure which interfered with 
his total control”. Other publi- 
cations like the Economist and 
the Observer, Mr Ascherson 
said, had similar structures of in- 
dependent irusiees without any 
problem. 

Ms Hodge said the five 
would not stand in the way of 
a refinancing. But they failed to 
see why it was necessary to 
remove" them completely. 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

A poor father is worse than an 
absent father for young boys, ac- 
cording to a study which sug- 
gests tfiat the sons of men who 
axe unreliable and inconsistent 
parents are more likely to de- 
velop behavioural problems in 
later life. 

The findings cast doubt on 
the widespread prejudice 
against single mothers who 
have been blamed for the 
psycho-social problems of their 
sons as teenagers and young 
adults. 

Catherine Hepworth. of the 
Department of Psychology at 
Westminster University. Lon- 
don, told the British Psycho- 
logical Society conference in 
London: “The quality of fa- 
thering is more important than 
anything else. If a father is 
unreliable he is worse than no 
father at all." 

Ms Hepworth analysed the 
relationship of 99 young men 
(mean age 20) from north Lon- 
don with their fathers. The ma- 
jority were white ( S4 per cem ). 
working-class (S3 percent) and 
living at home (80 per cent). 
More than half came from in- 
tact families: 19 per cent from 
families of single mothers; 
17 per cent from step-families, 
and S per cent were classed as 
"other”. 

The group included sons who 
had no contact at all with their 
fathers: others who had poor 
contact, and the remainder 
good contact. Ms Hepworth 
said that poor fathering - in 
which fathers saw their sons in- 
frequently. were unreliable and 
regularly forgot birthdays and 
Christmases, or were repeatedly 
hostile or abusive - was associ- 
ated with higher rates of be- 
havioural problems in later life. 
This included theft, truancy, 
work absenteeism, damaging 
or destroying property, and 
cruelty to people or animals. 

The" sons who had no contact 


with Lheir fathers or who had 
good contact with them, had 
similar rates of behavioural 
problems in later life. 

“It seems that a disruptive re- 
lationship may be worse than 
having no relationship with a fa- 
ther.” Ms Hepworth said. ‘The 
sons tended 10 blame lots of 
things on their fathers to do with 
their insecurity and disappoint- 
ment. In contrast they tended to 
have good positive relation- 
ships with their mothers.” 

■ Mature students aged 25 and 
over who enter university with 
non-Lraditiona! qualifications 
obtain significantly better de- 
grees than younger students 
who enter with A levels, the 
conference was told. 

The findings arc based on a 
study which analysed the degree 
results of almost 7.000 students 
at Plymouth University between 
1991 and 1995. They are the first 
to show such a" clear age- 
related trend and suggest a 
“clear superiority" of mature 
students over those aged 21-25, 
who in turn outperformed 18- 
10 20-year-olds. 

Sherria Hoskins and Profes- 
sor Stephen Newstead, of the 
Department of Psychology at 
Plymouth University, said the 
results were reassuring. “It re- 
veals the expansion of non- 
traditional entry into higher 
education is not producing low- 
er degree performances, but in 
fact may be raising it." they 
conclude. 

Higher education in Britain 
is undergoing rapid expansion: 
in 19S5-S6 there were fewer 
than 1 million students in high- 
er education but by 1994-95 the 
figure was over *1.5 million. 
More than one-third of new en- 
trants are over 21 and under 
GO per cent of new undergrad- 
uates have A levels, qualifying 
instead through qualifications 
like HND. Blech or NVQs. 

The study also found that 
women students generally ob- 
tained much better degrees 
than men. 
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revives shock 
of Rabin’s death 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

The muzzle-flash from the gun 
in Yigal .Amir's hand as be fires 
point-blank into Yitzhak Ra- 
bin's back is clearly visible in a 
frame from an amateur video 
published for the first time in an 
Israeli newspaper yesterday. 
The Prime Minister, as he 
moves towards the open door 
of his car. has not yet reacted 
to the impact of the bullet and 
the heads of his bodyguards 
have not begun to turn "towards 
the assassin. 

The shock of the assassina- 
tion of Rabin on 4 November 
was recreated for Israelis yes- 
terday when the Yedioi Ahara- 
not and later Channel 2 
television showed the videotape 
of the killing taken by Ronni 
Kempler. 37* an accountant at 
the state comptrollers office. “If 
is national masochism to watch 
this, " said one Israeli who re- 
fused to open a newspaper or 
turn on the television all day. 

The quality of the tape, tor 
which Mr Kempler received 
$400,000 (£266,0001. is poor 
during the decisive moments be- 
fore the murder. At the end of 
the peace rally which Rabin had 
addressed, Mr Kempler filmed 
for eight minutes behind Tel 
Aviv town hall as he waited for 
Rabin to emerge. It was late at 
night and the light was poor. 
Nevertheless he saw Mr .Amir 
standing, one leg crossed non- 
chalantly over the other, beside 


a tub in which flowers were 
growing. There are clear shots 
of Rabin coming down the 
crowded stairs, with at least mo 
bodyguards. As Rabin walks to- 
wards his car a dark shadow 
moves around behind him and 
stretches out an arm. 

As Mr Amir fires, the cone 



Yigal Amir: Trial opened 
and adjourned yesterday 

oflight from the muzzle of his 
gun makes it look like a blow- 
torch. The dark shadows and in- 
distinct forms make it difficult 
to distinguish the killer and his 
victim, but convey an air of men- 
ace and drama. 

The video provides no new in- 
formation about the blunders 
which made it easy for Mr 
.Amir to kill Rabin, though it 
does prove that at the moment 
of the assassination he was act- 
ing alone. The comm ission in- 
vestigating the killing is focusing 
on the failure bv the Shin Bet 


security agency to protect Ra- 
bin. Shin Bet's head, known as 
Kaf. and other senior officers 
have received letters saying 
they are likely to be blamed for 
the security failure and advising 
them to hire lawyers. 

The officers wanted by the 
commission are refusing to re- 
sign. though four more junior 
officials have already done so. 
Shimon Peres, the new Prime 
Minister, has turned down a res- 
ignation offer from Kaf. The 
government does not want all 
the blame to be placed on the 
Shin Bet. in pari because it 
thinks this will allow the right- 
wing parties to evade responsi- 
bility for setting the stage for 
Rabin’s murder. 

Mr Amir was in court yes- 
terday for the first day of his tri- 
al but after Judge Edmond 
Levy had read out the charges 
he adjourned proceedings to 23 
January to give time for Mr 
Amir’s lawyers to prepare a de- 
fence. Mr Amir has continued 
to justify the assassination. 
Wearing a black skullcap and 
chewing gum, he smiled as he 
entered the court and. as he sat 
down, drew his hand across bis 
neck as if somebody was slitting 
his throat. 

His father Shlomo. a religious 
Jew, prayed continuously and 
tried unsuccessfully to beg for- 
giveness from Eitan Haber, a se- 
nior aide of Rabin. The 
government is worried that Mr 
Amir will use his trial to advo- 
cate his views. 
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reporter 

TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

The Chinese government is 
expelling a forrign journalist by 

refusing to renew his annual 
press - credentials, despite 
protests from three European 
governments including the Ger- 
man Foreign Minister. 

In the latest signal that Chi- 
na's hard-liners are confident 
enough to ignore international 
opinion, a resident German 
journalist has been told to leave 




Fatal impact: The moment, captured by an amateur video cameraman, when Yigal Amir (right) shat the Israeli 
Prime Minister point-blank in the back. The picture was published yesterday by the daily Yerflat Ahamnot 


chief for the Frankfurter Rund- 
schau since January 1992, was 
told by officials that his 
reporting was “aggressive, 
biased and attacked people and 
personalities''. 

The Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Chen Jian, yester- 
day failed to supply any reasons 
for forcing Mr Berk to leave 
Peking- and indeed denied that 
he was being expelled. “I think 
all of you know that expulsion 
is entirety different from no ex- 
tension for visa," he said. Press 
accreditation is a pre- requisite 
for renewing a visa. • 

The allegations appear to 
date back to artides last year just 
before the visit by the Prime 
Minister, LiJPfcng, to Germany. 
Mr Bork described how Mr Li 
ducked questions about his role 
in the June 1989 Tiananmen 
massacre and compared him to 
a “dictator". During his visit Mr 
Li was acutely embarrassed by 


Absent minds keep ancient hatreds alive in Hebron 


Hebron - It was the street of 
forgetfulness. First came the 
three Palestinians in the cloth- 
ing store, sewing sleeves on to 
shirts with old electric ma- 
chines. promising us that no 
portrait of Yasser Arafat would 
ever hang in their store until the 
Israelis had left King David 
Street. An Israeli jeep passed 
the front door, then three 
Israeli settlers. Uzis in their 
hands, stared through the 
windows at us. 

"How can we believe in the 
peace process when this is go- 
ing on?" the youngest Pales- 
tinian asked, oddly balding for 
a man in his mid-twenties. “The 
Jews want us out of this street. 
They put curfews on us and they 
come round in the afternoons 
and at night, especially on Sat- 
urdays, to shout abuse. They call 
us ‘dogs’ and shout ‘Death to 
.Arabs’ and throw stones. Now 


Jews and Muslims display selective memories of West Bank city's bloody history, writes Robert Fisk 


no Arab in Hebron will come 
and shop here because they 
don't want trouble, and three 
shopkeepers on the other side 
of the street have already closed 
down and moved elsewhere in 
town. Don't you see that this is 
what the Jews want?" 

But didn't there used to be a 
Jewish community in Hebron. 
1 asked innocently? Didn't there 
used to be a Jewish quarter in 
Hebron until the 19Z0s7 “Nev- 
er." the two younger men cho- 
rused in unison. "These settlers 
arrived because of the Likud 

S eminent. They only want to 
ass us and drive us out” 
They looked at me. trying to 
guess whether 1 had been tak- 
en in by this liule act of forget- 
fulness. The middle-aged man 
in the corner, working his 
sewing machine in the shadows. 


watched my face and realised 1 
knew his friends were lying. 
There had. of course, been a 
long-standing Jewish commu- 
nity in Hebron, living around 
the building known as the Beit 
Hadassa. In 1929, Arab rioters 
massacred 67 Jews not far from 
this little dilapidated street of 
19th-century cut-stone houses. 
And after 1948, Jordanian 
troops destroyed what re- 
mained of the Jewish quarter. 

“There were Jews here a 
long time ago." the middle-aged 
man grudgingly acknowledged. 
"But these Jews are new and 
they hate us.” And here he was 
right. For on almost every wall 
and shuttered shop in the street, 
there were slogans in Hebrew. 
“This area is Jewish." one said. 
"Everyone in Hebron will be an 
Israeli," it was spray-painted 


elsewhere, and: “For every 
Arab dog will come his time." 
The name of the illegal right- 
wing party Kaeh was every- 
where. just as the Palestinian 
Islamic Hamas movement had 
begun to scrawl its own name 
at the other end of the street 
with an equally unpleasant 
message; "No Jews here." 

We walked down the street 
past the Beit Haddassa. A few 
hours earlier, someone had 
thrown a grenade at the Israeli 
army checkpoint 200 metres 
away and six Israeli paratroop- 
ers were patrolling in front of 
us. A teenage Palestinian 
schoolgirl walked beside us. 
“This street used to be alive and 
now it is a skeleton," she said. 
"How can there be any feeling 
of peace when these things are 
allowed to go on? No. I can’t 


believe in the peace process. If 
Arafat can't get these settlers 
out of the centre of our town, 
how will he get part of 
Jerusalem?" 

We left the girl, but the three 
settlers who had seen us in the 
shop were standing farther 
down the street and, as we 
passed, the shortest one shout- 
ed “At isrikhim teavour” to an 
Israeli soldier, and pointed at us 
- “Don't let them pass." 

The soldier ignored him and 
we walked on. But on ray return, 
I asked the young settler wiry he 
wanted to keep us from this 
street in Hebron. He turned 
away. So I asked the soldier. 
Why had the settler ordered him 
not to let us pass’? The soldier 
called the settler over and 
talked to him for a few seconds. 
“He says he can’t remember 


saying that," the soldier replied. 
Forgetfulness again. I suggest- 
ed that for a settler mindful of 
history, this young man had a 
very short memory. The soldier 
grinned at me, a uttJe ruefully. 

At the other end of King 
David • Street, where the 
grenades had been thrown ear- 
lier, an army jeep was parked by 
a road barrier, a soldier in the 
front with long, almost 
shoulder-length hair. “Howya 
doin’?" be asked. Six months in 
the States had given him an 
American-Isradi accent And 
he was no friend of the settle re. 
“We’ve got to get out," he said 
with an easy smile. “We’ve got 
no place in Arab towns. Yes, the 
peace process is very good. 
We’re even going to pull out of 
a little part of Hebron soon." 

This will be news to the 


Palestinians in the doth shop, 
the schoolgirl and the three set- 
tlers. For with a shrine holy to 
both Muslims and Jews, and the 
tomb of an Israeli mass mur- 
derer, Baruch Goldstein, hon- 
oured by the Jewish settlers 
across town in Kiryat Arba, 
Hebron is not aplace to search 
for trust dr compromise in the 
aftermath of Shimon Peres’s de- 
claration of a “peace revolution” 

before the US Congress. 

So how about Jerusalem, I 
asked the friendly soldier? 
Would the Palestinians get the 
east of the dry as their capital? 
“They’re not going toga, it," the 
soldier said. "Irk out of the 
question. Arab towns, no prob- 
lem. Jerusalem never/ We 
shook hands. “Shalom." he 
said. “And take care - they 
throw stones." I was going to ask 
him who “they” were, but I 
thought I knew. 



Enthusiasm wanes for 
action against Nigeria 


STEVE CRAWS HAW 

A group of Commonwealth 
foreign ministers meets in Lon- 
don today to decide on further 
action to force Nigeria into the 
democratic fold. Bui it is unclear 
if the meeting will be able to 
agree on much more than a few 
stem words, while the ministers 
-who met for a working dinner 
last night - take the opportunity 
of some last-minute Cbrisunas 
shopping in London. 

Last month, in the immedi- 
ate wake of che execution of the 
writer Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
others, indignant Common- 
wealth leaders promptly 
suspended Nigeria from mem- 
bership. However, tempers have 
cooled. There now seems to be 
little enthusiasm for putting 
Nigeria under pressure. 


While riot police in Lagos 
yesterday used lear gas against 
demonstrators who had gath- 
ered for a banned meeting, de- 
manding democracy. Chief 
Emeka Anyaoku, the Com- 
monwealth secretary-general, 
spoke of a twin-track approach. 
On the one hand, he said, Nige- 
ria must be “urged" and 
“helped” to live up to its de- 
mocratic commitments under 
the terms of the Harare decla- 
ration of 1993. On the other 
hand, the foreign ministers 
would consider ways in which 
the pressures on the Nigerian 
military regime could be "sus- 
tained and possibly tightened". 

Commonwealth countries are 
deeply divided about what if 
anything, to do next. South 
Africa, which initially took a 
softly-softly approach on Nige- 


ria, is now at the forefront of calls 
for tougher action, including a 
possible oil embargo. Britain, 
another member of the eight- 
counuy group, is unwilling to 
consider an oil embargo or oth- 
er trade sanctions, arguing that 
ordinary people will be hurt 
most. Group members Malaysia 
and Ghana both abstained at a 
recent United Nations vote crit- 
icising Nigeria. 

Some countries fear that the 
group might be tin the words of 
one official) “a forerunner of a 
new Star Chamber" which amid 
take punitive action against any 
non-democratic member states. 
Hence the reluctance to move 
too hard, too fast. 

Malcolm Rifkind. the Foreign 
Secretary, said yesterday ihat 
Nigeria's suspension was u 
“watershed" for the Common- 



Wreckage reveals 35,000ft 
death dive of Russian airliner 


Emeka Anyaoku; Backs 
twin-track approach 

wealth. Addressing the Com- 
mons Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee, he talked of the 
'•universal standards" that the 
Commonwealth was seeking to 
impose. But he argued it docs 
not have a unique role to play. 

Ti can apply pressure, but its 
Pijsilion is no different to that 
of any nther international or- 
ganisation. At the end of the 
Day. change in internal matters 
will only come about when the 
government of the country con- 
cerned is prepared to respond.” 


VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 

Associated Press 

Moscow - The airliner that 
crashed in Russia’s Far East ear- 
lier this month had gone into a 
sudden spin at 35.000 feet, leav- 
ing the 97 people on board no 
chance to survive, officials said 
yesterday. 

Rescuers found the wreckage 
on Monday. 1 1 days after the 
Russian plane crashed on 7 
December in a remote region 
north-east of the city of 
Khabarovsk. They saw a crater 
and debris of the TU-I54, indi- 
cating that the plane hit the 
ground almost vertically, the 
Itar-Tass news agency said. In- 
vestigators had not yet deter- 
mined why the pilots lost 
control of the plane. 

More than 50 rescue workers 
were combing the snowy moun- 


tain slope for the remains of vic- 
tims and gathering fragments. 
Yesterday they found one of the 
aircraft's two flight recorders, 
which could shed light on the 
cause of the crash. 

Experts do not rule out the 
possibility of an explosion on 
board, although they believe it 
unlikely. The more probable 
cause is failure of ageing equip- 
ment, since the Hi- 154 had 
been in service for 19 years. 

Officials planned to fly rela- 
tives of the victims to the crash 
site today, but could offer them 
almost nothing for identifica- 
tion. The blast dug a crater 2 
yards deep and 40 yards across. 

The debris was discovered ac- 
cidentally by a helicopter that 
was not part of the rescue force. 
Authorities said rescue aircraft 
had flown over the site four 
times but failed to spot the 


wreckage because of difficult 
terrain and bad weather. 

Tlie Ta-154, carrying 89-pas- 
sengers and eight crew, went off 
radar screens while flying from 
. Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, on Sakha- 
lin Island, to Khabarovsk, on foe 
mainland. 

The jet belonged to Khaba- 
rovsk Airlines, a regional sub- 
sidiary of AerofioL 

It crashed in the remote Bo- 
Jaus mountains about 34 miles 
west of the Uttar Strait. - 

The daily Sqgodnya quoted 
aviation experts as saying that 
only test pilots can sometimes 
get a big jet out of a spin, hut 
ordinary crew members usual- 
ly panic and fail to react in the 
minute or two they have before 
the plane hits the ground A 
sudden spin also would explain 
why the Tu- I54’s crew failed to 
contact traffic controliere. 


Henrik Boric Accused of 
’aggressive’ reporting 

human rights demonstrators 
'and furious at Chinese officials 
for failingto guard against pos- 
sible protests. Mr Bbrfc yester- 
day said he believed he was 
being made a scapegoat for the 
foplomatic fiasco. 

. Diplomats and journalists 
were stunned that China would 
thrown a German loyalist 
given Bonn’s close relations 
with Belong and the recent visit 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 
The German Foreign Minister, 
Klaus Kxnkel, wrote to his Chi- 
nese counterpart, Qian Qichen, 
warning that an expulsion could 
reduce public support for 
Bonn’s “straight and forward- 
looking China policies”. The let- 
ter received no reply. 

Mr Bork is the first resident, 
foreign journalist to be thrown 
out of China since September 
1991, when the then raring cor- 
respondent of foe Independeru, 
Andrew Higgins, was expelled 
for obtaining an internal 
government report. 

The expulsion is the latest 
Chinese action to receive con- 
demnation abroad. In Peking 
last week; foe prominent dissi- 
dent, Wei Jingsheng, was sen- 
tenced to 14 years in jafl. 

China appears to believe that 
its lure to foreign businessmen . 
now outweighs any -risk of 
international retaliation -for 
defying world opinion. ; . 

No journalist can live in Chi- 
na without accreditation from 
foe Foreign Ministry,. -which 
must be renewed annually.' Re- 
porters who displease the au- 
thorities are summoned by the 
Foreign Ministry and warned 
about their “negative” articles. 
Accreditation is often denied to 
newspapers who have dis- 
pleased the authorities. - . 
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battle for 








PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 


With the ink barely diy on the 
million* or ballot papers that 
have propelled the Communists 
baefc ini*.' the forefront of Russ- 
ian politics, reform parties have 
already turned their minds to 
perhaps the most critical issue 
l, f all - how to avoid a split 
uliieh could destroy their 
dianv.es m next year’s eieci ions 
lor the president . 

Supporter? of Russia's move 
to the free market - including 
l_hc main Western powers - 
fear that if the pro-reform par- 
ties continue to be divided into 
squabbling factiuns, no demo- 
cratic candidate will gel into a 
run-off for the presidency in 
next June’s election, opening die 
whv for a Communist or hard- 
line nationalist to be elected. 

The issue was thrust to the 
fore yesterday by Grigory 
Yavlinsky, head of the liberal- 
leaning Yabfofco part}', who 
makes no secret of his desire to 
occupy the top job. As results 
in the parliamentary election 
continued to come in. consoli- 
dating the Communists' victory, 
he called for a broad alliance of 
reformists "to unite all forces 
opposed to attempts to restore 
^ totalitarian system", although 
he made it cle.tr that this should 
not include Mr Yeltsin. 

As fie '.poke, figures from 
Sunday’s election confirmed 
that Ru-sia i> as polarised as 
ever between ils pro- reform 
•vest -cm cities t principally. 
Moscow ar.d St Petersburg) 
:v'.J its anti-reform rural areas, 
where Jit mg standards have 
plunged since the collapse of the 
f* 'iet L'niou. Tlie "Cnmmu- 
n>is -wh.-,. las; night were lead- 
ing with 21.5 per cent - 
e-ms-'iidsicd their hold on the 
,y..iic Duma by winning a stack 
■-•l ■•e.-ii* in single-mandate con- 
-itiuencies. By yesterday 
j\ citing, ’hey had won 49 of the 
125 ,-ej'n. with 30 lets to count. 
This means they are likely to hag 
.i hti.il of between 120-150 
'C.ii*. c:\ire them abniil :i third 


of the 450-seal legislature, shun 
of overall control. 

The divisions among their op- 
ponents could scarcely be more 
Critical. aL least to those who 
believe Russia should continue 
its path to democracy and the 
free market: “History does 
repeat itself." Mike McFaul. a 
leading analyst of Russian pol- 
itics. said, “it is a very’ scary thing 
they are playing with.” 

Mr McFaul. of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace in Moscow, believes that 
Mr Yavlinsky, whose party was 
trailing in fourth place last nighL 
is pari of the problem, describ- 
ing him as a “very dangerous 
presidential candidate", because 
he stands little chance of victory 
but has the capacity to split the 
pro-reform vole, fte predicted 
Mr Yeltsin would try to ‘‘buy him 
off" with the offer of a deputy 
prime minister’s position. 

Mr Yeltsin has said he will an- 
nounce in February whether he 
will fight for a second term. His 
wealthy supporters will proba- 
bly want him to continue in 
power, if only to protect them 
from prosecution over their 
shady privatisation deals. 

He may. however, deride to 
stand down in favour of an 
anointed successor - perhaps 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, the Prime 
Minister, whose party. Our 
Home Is Russia, was heading for 
nearly 10 per cent of the vote. 

As the reformers freued over 
strategy, the Communist leader. 
Gennady Zyuganov, was doing 
his best to dampen down fears 
in the West that the red flag of 
repressive Soviet-style Com- 
munism is flying high again in 


Russia. Yesterday, he appealed 
to foreign leaders to abandon 


to foreign leaders to abandon 
what he called “bloc thinking 
a reference to the Cold War. 
"Bloc" thinking had already 


resulted in piling up “uncount- 
able arsenals of weapons”, he 


able arsenals of weapons . he 
said. “The planet will not en- 
dure another lap of the arms 
race.” Instead, there should be 
a ‘ mechanism for security and 
co-operation in Europe”. 

Every word Mr Zyuganov ut- 


IN BRIEF 


Indian minister denies N-test pians 

New Delhi - India did not plan to conduct a nuclear test, said 
:hc F.Tuign Minister. Pranah Mufcfieijee. who said that reports 
!i • ihi -5 c! feci » v re speculative and baseless. The Yen- York Tunes. 
ct* tine L'S xiiJlite data, reported Iasi week that Delhi might 


iv prer-irns: .i lot 


Top Bosnia envoy to step down 

\\«<hin?tnn - Richard Holbrooke, the hard-driving .American 
.iinfonu; v. h« > helped » negotiate peace in Bosnia, told Congress 
sh 4 i h'_ would Icjvc hN po<t early nest year. A former Wall Street 
jin.ir.Jvi, he expected so return to private industry. State De- 
r. tri :v.. m .'ffiei.iN %j)d he would be succeeded by John Komblum. 
car r di pio mat . -4 P 


Plotting’ Cambodian prince faces exile 

Pbn»«n Penh - Prince Norodom Sirivudh. a former Canibodi- 
,ri :orcign mir.N'.er. was released into the custody of his half- 
brother. ’-’.inn Norodom Sihanouk, pending hi* expected 
dc;v.rit:e into exile. Prince Sirivudh was arrested a month ago 
;.[!•. vedlv plotting M kill Hun Sen. one of the country’s co- 
-rer.-i.’e*' < ; the country. -5P 



Garbo's silk knickers left alone 

\ ■« y-i-V - M*n- i-j rammed silk knickers worn by Greta Garbo 
, ‘;V'h Fredrie March in a scene from a 1935 produe- 

\':i r. i.u’j I. offered by the estate of a former lover. 

V-i .. p v'iied losdl at .m auction of Hollywood costumes 
v; . l; : :V .. '1 ciu- The ton bid of SroOO i£4,3h0) was far below 
V ! 22.- .i.m'it. • *f SlrttWJ to S15.0U0. AP 


Cantain suspected of immigrant scam 

T““ . _ and five crewmen of a Greek cargo ship 

‘ 'T*' , As j. in < Wir re detained on suspicion of run- 


Poinmbo wages war of the pensions 

Co'Om^O wage* ^ <|arw Tamjl wbcfe of tunds. the Sn 

t..i!...ia?D" • ( ._ vjl | v.-irhhold salaries of state employees in 

2 F." ” r ‘ : -r::tor.-. TIi« *usand> of pensioners and govem- 

-i-.' > ■- their monw unless they can cross 

J ,V 5 -J t .-. ..nlleel it. ' 


ters is heingserutinised by West- 
ern analysis, anxious to knc«w 
what kind of threat he represent*. 
But the Communist Partv has yet 
to decide on iu presidential can- 
didate. and it may not be him. Mr 
Zyuganov’s pro-Western state- 
ments have annoyed some hard- 
line leaders who mas dump him 
in favour of someone with more 
orthodox credentials. 

As matters stand, the Krem- 
lin will not regard the election 
as an outright defeat. largely be- 
cause the 40-odd per cent vole 
for the Communists and na- 
tionalists is no larger than it was 
in 1993. But if the hard left is 
sophisticated enough to form an 
alliance, and the reformists 
continue to bicker, then Russia's 
fledgling democracy could sink 
in the siormv seas ahead. 
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Business as usual: The Austrian Chancellor. Franz Vranitzky Heft), whose Social Democratic 
talks with President Thomas Klestil in Vienna yesterday 


Party held on to power in Sur.d&y’s 5* eczicr.s. in 


2 V '.Vns i./iialv alter the vessel run aground off 

Tteutcr 


Mato's new man makes peace pledge 

Na-0 5 net ^ ,. (iVnJ _ !hc u>ma Spams n foreign minister. 
I, n. - -vi - . ' s-.-crctan -general and prom tsed to work 

.... s, i he alliance's peace mission in Bosnia 
j. v _-r !i*im the UN today. 


_ , . K _ rc Ante with orofitable returns 

China bans aa e ^ ^ u ; c 10^7 a trademark, and 

lYkmi; - v. 1 1 t ; ” ,. is . t . ri?i [ sradtf marks for lobaow and 

' ; J ’V‘.':p W , ;.lv P i using filicse] four number* as rt is 

- •*: * w ■ n • '! Hong Kong." said an official of the hi ate 

- ■ v : ; . c -mnea-UJ bureau. 


131 feared dead in A^Ia akcr^h ^ 

Kjn-hsisj ’T 411 .;! . ... 1<fr r JS weknow there were only five 

. . .... .y in-‘ - 1 '••• Reuter 
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Give a young person a Book Token 
and you’re launching them on a 
journey of' discovery chac could cake 
them literally anywhere. 

Because what you're really giving 
them is one of the most exciting and 
important gifes thev 11 ever receive: 
rhe gift of reading. 

And bv giving them a Book Token 
you're giving them rhe fun 
and freedom to choose their 
own direction. 


In fact, vou re giving them a gift 
that’s just as entertaining as anv 
computer game or video. 

Because reading me one gift that 
truly exercises their imagination. 

And with over a million books 
currenrlv in print and . irtuallv e-.erv 
bookshop in the countrx selling and 
exchanging tokens o*. er 4 000 at the 
last count! i that's nor a bad choice. 

So liohe the blue roue draper - bv 

C" , I I 

giving a Book Token. 


Sc oh Tokens ear. tv e:-:s ragged for r; 
kooks, kooks 01: taps, cr hocks or. L D 
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zy monument to a broken, cheated Sioux nation 
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Crazy Hc>rser Mountain. South 
Dakota — What is if about ih-' 
Black Hills that compels people 
to carve them into monuments? 
Maybe it's the qualify of the 
granite, maybe the ravishing vis- 
las that guarantee a period 
frame for" the sculptor s handi- 
work -or maybe ii'ssimph the 
doctrine that a Big Count n 
should have Big .\ri. which 
explains why. for more than half 
a century now. the heads of 
George. Thomas. Abe and 
Teddy have been glowering 
from Mount Kashmore. 

Bui one day even ihe four 
presidents will' be but figurines 
compared to Crar> Horse. 
Since 1*47. an eccentric Polish- 
American sculptor and his 
descendants have been busy 
2f) miles away at what «a> once 
known as Tliuniicrheud Moun- 
tain. When the project is com- 
plete i the year is the 

guesstimate j die mightiest of jU 
Sioux warriors will burst from 
the living rock as t ride a 
galloping horse, his hair si ream- 
ing in the wind, crowned b> a 
single feather alone measuring 
44 Teel in length. 

And who cannot be im- 
pressed by this endeavour, lit is 
“ruin in reverse" epic to the 
point of lunacy? The Black 
Hills. 1 have been told, are vis- 
ible in a satellite picture of the 
earth, meaning lhai one day 
Crazy Horse will probably be- 
come the first human shape dis- 
cernible to the naf:ed eye of the 
passing cosmonaut. Already. 
SJ million tons of rock have 


been removed hut they've harc- 
h started on his lips. The com- 
plete face trill not he ready until 
June 199S - and that is ahead 
of schedule, ihimks to a string 
of mild winters. Slil! more im- 
pressive. when 1 was there last 
week, some of the sons and heirs 
of Korezak Ziolfcov ski were 
up on the mount ainiop. can ing 
and drilling, despite a temper- 
ature of minus 12C or less. 

Bui something nags. Yes. 
ZiolkowsWi. who died in 19j!2. 
had onh S174 f ti 13} in his 
Docket when he look up the in- 
vitation of a Sioux chief lo >UM 
his venture. Repeatedly he 
turned down offers of federal 
help, insisting that ii the pub- 
lic wanted to honour so grt-ai a 
hero, individuals and not the 
government should pay. Yet 
for all its hugeness, this ren- 
dering of the Sioux leader who 
annihilated General Caster and 
(he Seventh Cat airy ;u the bat- 
tle of the Little Big Horn in I $76 
is. at best, a gigantic consolation 
prize: at worst, a condescend- 
ing aet of atonement on ihe pari 
ol a while race that will never 
give back to the Indian what re- 
ally matters - his land. 

When it is finished Ziol- 
kow ski's Crazy Horse tableau 
will be 5 colt tall and Ml fl long, 
the head alone as large as those 
of Washington. Jefferson. Lin- 
coln and Roosexch on Mount 
Rushmore combined. But many 
in the seven tribes and "U.flOft 
people or the Great Sioux Na- 
tion would exchange a hundred 
monuments for return of just 
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Stoney faced: Work on Crazy Horse in Dakota. The finished statue (modelled right) - circa 2050 - will be 563ft 
tall and 641ft long. After 48 years, 8.5 million tons of rock have been removed Photographs: Frank Spooner 


part of their saered Black Hills, to me the wretched tale. For the which their ancestors sprang. In 1912. the Sioux began 
Tim GcigO. bom on the Sioux Sioux the Black Hills, ceded in “The statue of Crazy Horse is litigation to regain their lands, 

reservation of Pine Ridge and etemitvbv Lhe VS government a desecration, just Idee Mount Finally, in J9S0. the Supreme 
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in ToJar. the largest Indian when gold was discovered there .And who is it honouring: a great wronged, and Washington Mountain to Rapid City, jump- 
newspapor in (he LIS. ret\ -unJtd six years later, an? the land from chief or the Ziolkowskis?" offered $105m in compensation, ing-off point of a visit to the 


The Sioux refused. Today the 
Sl05m is worth with interest 
S350m. but still they reftxse. “Ufe 
lost 7 million acres, 1 ' Mr Giago 
says. “All we are asking forbade 
is *13 million acres.” 

Instead die Sioux stand to lose 
suQ more. If Congress has its 
way, funding for the Bureau of 
Indian Affaire- the biggest em- 

j^oyer of American Incfians- will 

be reduced by 10 per cent, or 
S168m next year, part of the Re- 
publican effort to balance the 
budget Let them eat blackjack, 
poker and slots, runs the un- 
spoken reasoning, fuelled by 
reports that some Indian tribes 
are making a fortune out of 
reservation gambling. If so, why 
is Shannon County in South 
Dakota, where Pine Ridge is to 
be found and where a makeshift 
casino rears from the endless 
prairie, still the poorest county 
in the entire USA? 

1 returned from Crazy Horse 


Black Hills- Wandering down a 
dark Main Street I stopped al 



gnarled Sioux elders, said to 
have been at the Little Big 
Horn battle. Just then a man 
shambled over to me, wrapped 
against the biting cold. He was 
at leas; 50. bis Wack ponytail 
streaked with grey, unmistak- 
ably Indian. He struck up a con- 
versation. before pointing to one 
of the leaden* “My grandfather. 
Little Eagle.” Well - who 
knows. But there was no ambi- 
guity about his next remark: 
“Gotta a dollar, just to buy a 
drink ?” Such has been the de- 
scent of the American Indian: 
from Crazy Horee and the free- 
dom of the plains, to dingy 
reservations and drunks on the 
sidewalks of Rapid City. These 
are facts not even the biggest 
statue can change. 

Rupert Cornwell 
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W e would like to give you some sound 
advice - enter our Aiwa enze draw 
and you could end up with the hi-fi sys- 
tem of your dreams. We have £10.000 
of Aiwa technology to be won, including 
powerful midi hi-fi si stems. VCRs and per- 
sonal CD players, ail of which are stylish 
ano packed \vmn features. There are five 
prize packages plus 23 runners-up prizes. 
They comprise: 

First prize 

Z-D9300M Midi Hi-Fi System 
LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi Svstem 
HV-FX77 VCR 

XP-R600 Personal CD Player 

Second Prize 

NSX-999 Mini Hi-Fi System 

HS-RX343 Personal Stereo Tope Model 

HV-FX77 VCR 

Third Prize 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System 
HS-RXS4S Personal Stereo Tape Model 
HV-FX77 VCR 

Fourth prize 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System 
HV-FX77 VCR 

Fifth Prize 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System 
XP-R600 Personal CO Player 

Runners-up 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System 

These great Aiwa prizes take home 
entertainment to new heights of enjoy- 
ment. Here is s brief description of each 
component prize. 

Tbs Z-D&30QM Midi H»-Fi System 
incorporates a Dolby Pro Logic speaker 
system and 5-CD auto changer. !t has five 
speakers with ample power output, 3-band 


tuner, graphic equaliser, double auto- 
reverse' cassette deck and belt-drive 
automatic turntable. 

The compact see of the LCX-500 Micro 
Hi-Fi System belies the quality of its sound. 
This versatile system comprises 
10W+10W amplifier. 3-band tuner, top- 
loading CD player, cassette deck and 
speakers. 

The HV-FX77 VCR is packed with fea- 
tures that make recording and playing so 
simple that even adults can do it. It has 
four heads for increased picture clarity. 
VideoPlus for ease of programming and 
aone-mornn. six event timer programme. 

For music on the move, the lightweight 
\P-R600 Personal CD Player offers great 
CD sound plus a digital synthesiser tuner 
with 30 pre-set bands. 

The NSX-999 Mini Hi-Fi System is built 
around a powerful 15GW+150W ampli- 
fier linked to a tuner. 3-CD auto changer 
CD player, and a double auto-reverse cas- 
sette deck. The speaker system features 
3-way bass reflex. 

The HS-RX848 Personal Stereo Tape 
Model offers full remote control with a dig- 
ital tuner and one-key joystick operation. 

How To Enter; To be in with a chance 
of winning one of the pnze packages listed 
left, you must collect four differently num- 
bered tokens from the seven that we are 
prinbng. 

Today we are printing token four and the 
entry form. Fill m the enny form and send 
it, along with your four differently num- 
bered tokens, to the address shown. 
Rules are as previously published. The 
entry form will be reprinted on Saturday. 



midi hi-fi system 



Send your completed entry form, along with 4 differently numbered to- 
kens, to: Independent Aiwa Prize Draw, P.O. Box 250, Welwyn Garden 
City, Herts AL7 ITU. Closing date: 16 January 1996. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE: 


HOME TELEPHONE NO. . 
WORK TELEPHONE NO. 
DATE OF 3IRTH 



personal CD player 



Hopes raised of end to 
US budget deadlock 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

After three days of stalemate, 
rancour and another partial 
government shutdown. Presi- 
dent BUI Gin ion and Republi- 
can leaders in Congress 
arranged a meeting last night 
which offered hope of some 
movement in their interminable 
wrangle over the budget 

Before the talks, both sides 
were playing down speculation 
of an important breakthrough 
on the issue at the heart of the 
dispute: a strategy to reach a 
balanced federal budget with- 
in seven years. But the session 
might at (east produce a formula 
for a return to work by the 
Z60.000 government workers 
sent home this week after the 
last temporary spending bill 
expired on Friday. 

According to Mr Clinton’s 
spokesman. Mike McCurry, the 
discussions with Bob Dole, the 
Senate Republican leader, and 
Newt Gingrich, the House 
Speaker, would be “without 
precondition.” an oblique way 
of saying that on the two main 
bones of contention - cuts in the 
Medicare and Medicaid heajih 


care schemes and the S245bn 
(£ 160bn) tax cut sought by Re- 
publicans - the White House 
and Congress remain as far 
apart as ever. Indeed, they still 
cannot even agree on the eco- 
nomic forecasts to use as a ba- 
sis for negotiation. 

With the impasse threatening 
to drag on into the New Year, 
the best chance of breaking the 
deadlock probably lies La a big 
shake-out in the financial mar- 
kets, driving stocks down and 
interest rates sharply higher as 
investors realise that the 
assumption of a budget deal that 
had underpinned the recent 
run-up on Whil Street might be 
wrong. 

But Monday's 100-point fall 
in the Dow made little outward 
impression on Mr Clinton yes- 
terday. Signing his veto to an- 
other of the 13 appropriations 
bills for the 1996 budget sent 
him by Congress, the Presi- 
dent declared that there -will al- 
ways be such changes in a 
vibrant market economy”. A 
clearer gauge was due later 
yesterday, as the Federal Re- 
serve met to consider a cut in 
short-term interest rates. 

In another sign of business 


unease, the heads of 90 big cor- 
porations look out a two-page 
advertisement in the mam 
newspapers to issue a “biparti- 
san appeal" to Republicans and 
Democrats. 

But although the outline of 
a bargain has long been obvious, 



Senator Dole; meeting with 
President Clinton last night 

in the shape of bigger spending 
cuts than offered by Mr Qinton, 
and Republican acceptance of 
a far smaller tax reduction, 
huge obstacles remain. A pha- 


lanx of younger conservative 
House ' Republicans arc 
opposed to any compromise 
wtnie, with the 1996 election less 
than a year off, the President 
must look to his own base. 

Indeed, the suspicion is wide- 
spread that the White House 
wants no settlement other than 
entirely on its terms, in the cal- 
culation that the defence of 
Medicare and Medicaid from 
“heartless" Republicans would 
make an ideal platform on 
which to fight the election. 

Yesterday. Mr Clinton 
received a further boost with the 
backing, albeit grudging, of a 
group of Democratic moderates 
who had been toying with spon- 
soring an independent chal- 
lenge for the White House next 
year. That idea seems to have 
evaporated. The only factor 
which change their loyalty, they 
hinted after a strategy meeting 
in Minneapolis, was if Mr Dole, 
the likely Republican nomi- 
nee, took Colin Powell as his 
running mate. Mr Dole sug- 
gested as much at the weekend 
but tbeiormer general yester- 
day reiterated be was not in- 
terested in the vice-presidency. 

Markets, page 16 


French unions left in disarray 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

With the return to work now in 
full swing, across France, mem- 
bers of France's oldest union, the 
CGT, led off another big street 
protest through central Fhris last 
night in a final - and largely to- 
ken - attempt to have the gov- 
ernment’s welfare reform plan 
withdrawn. The abolition of the 
plan, formulated by the Prime 
Minister. Alain Juppe, is the 
single demand of the trade 
unions that has not been 
granted after more than three 
weeks of strikes and protests 
But even as the CGT train 
drivers, who formed the back- 
bone of the past month’s strikes, 
lined up noisily in the Place de 
la Repubtique. the power of the 


unions overall seemed little 
enhanced. Although they can 
claim to have scuppered almost 
every reform proposed by Mr 
Jupp<£, except for the basic 
structural change in how the 
health and welfare system is 
administered, they have 
emerged no more united than 
when the dispute began. 

Yesterday's march, for in- 
stance, was sponsored only by 
the overtly left-wing CG5 not 
by the Force Ouvriere which 
had jointly supported all the 
previous protests. Moreover, 
the bombastic leader of the FO, 
Marc BlondeL was suddenly 
quiet, working on his union's 
preparations for tomorrow's 
“social summit” with Mr Juppe 
and government ministers. 

Mr Blondei's leadership of 


the protests - at least in media 
terms - also seems to have 
brought him no benefit Yes- 
terday, the head of the FO or- 
ganisation in the Paris region, 
Jacques Maire, announced that 
he would challenge Mr Blondel 
at the union's national congress 
in February. 

In giving reasons for his de- 
cision, Mr Maire showed how 
difficult it is for trade unions to 
collaborate effectively in France 
for any length of time. He said 
that the FO risked having its “in- 
dependence compromised by 
the place occupied by a political 
sect the I extreme-left] Workers’ 
Party”, and he objected to the 
fact that Mr Blondel had m a de 
common cause with the FCTsold 
enemy, the CGT 

The leader of the third, and 


biggest, union - the CFDT - 
Nicole Notat, is in trouble with 
her executive for having initially 
suggested that the Juppe plan 
might have positive aspects. She 
has periodically called for an 
end to the stoppages and a start 
to talks. 

The discord m the unions, 
even after a highly .effective 
protest, is evidence of how lit- 
tle the unions had initially 
sought to fight the government 
and how far the dispute was 
genuinely thrust upon them by 
the strength of grassroots opin- 
ion in the public sector. 

Nor has the. return to work 
been as swift or wholehearted 
as many had expected. The na- 
tional rail network was still 
working only about 50 per cent 
yesterday. 
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Surprisingly enough, them .tre nuny reasons wfij an 
insurance - company won't injure *ou. 

Whether you're looking tor hou*«hoi «1 „r c ir insurance; 
. f you (iye m the wrong area if you've had a ortjk-it, or 
accident previously, or If you're Simply tnc wrotii' 
you. 1 re likely to end up w;*h a policy at ,jn inflated price. 

However., at Swinton, we have access to a w.Uc nnre o» 
policies; SO whatever your circumstances, were more 

likely to find -r policy that's r.*l:t for you and vo ,„ pocket. 

For competitive household or car inour.incc- freephone 
'Swintoii-or -contact your local br^ch. W |1 egor. b* reassurec 
that- ;»! least one company wants y uur business. We dc.l 
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Lights go 
back on as 
Nato takes 
command 


SUSAN UN NEE _ 

Associated Press 

Sarajevo - — More Nato troops 
and equipment poured into 
Bosnia yesterday as alliance 
commanders prepared to take 
over formal command of 
enforcement from the UN 
peace-keeping missi o n . 

Six US cargo planes bringing 
troops and food supplies arrived 
at Tlizla, in northern Bosnia, 
where 20,000 American troops 
will be headquartered. Anoth- 
er aircraft brought an advance 
party of the 1,500 Russian 
• peace-keepers, to be based in 
the American sector. 

In Sarajevo, citizens rejoiced 
as warm light flooded the city, 
after the German ambassador, 
Johannes Presinger, threw the 
switch on a new power line 
mostly financed by Germany. 
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General Walker: *We have 
the tools for the job* 

The German Foreign Minis- 
ter, Klaus Kinkel, was sup- 
posed to inaugurate the new 
source of electricity, which was 
scarce throughout the war. but 
was unable to land on account 
of fog and snow at the airport. 
Sarajevans already refer to the 
electricity as “Tanketoower". 
^ "This is great - look at those 

v lights, white, yellow, white, yel- 
low." said Jasna MfletoWc, 41, 
as she drove her car past Bosn- 
ian Serb positions less than 
100 yards away. “This now 
looks like real peace.” 

Nato formally takes over 
peace-keeping duties from the 
UN at a ceremony in Sarajevo 
today. Major-General Sir 
Michael Walker, commander of 
Nato's Rapid Reaction Corps, 
which is helping to co-ordinate 
the transfer of command. land- 
ed in Sarajevo yesterday. 

Unlike the lightly-armed UN 
peace-keepers who faced often 
insurmountable odds as war 
raged around it, the 60,000 
Nato-led force fl-Fbr) has a a 
peace plan signed by ah the war- 
ring sides behind it. 
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“We've come to help them to 
implement their agreement,” 
Gen Walker said. “We offer the 
chance of something that every- 
body wants - peace.” 

UN forces in Bosnia, num- 
bering 24,000 at their peak, 
were at best able to help deliv- 
er humanitarian aid. At worst, 
they were harassed, shot at tak- 
en hostage and accused of fail- 
ing to protect Bosnian civilians 
from the tortures of almost 
four years of war that have left 
200,000 dead or missing and 
more than 2 million homeless. 

“1 do not under-estimate the 
challenge, but 1-For has been 
given the tools to do the job,” 
Gen Walker said. He added 
Nato would be working “with 
Bosnian people evenhandedly 
to help create the environment 
in which the reconstruction of 
this country can take place”. 

Admiral Leighton Smith, the 
American commander of the 
Nato mission, will join Gen 
Walker at today’s handover cer- 
emony. Many of the UN troops 
horn Nato countries will remain 
in Bosnia, swapping their blue 
berets for camouflage. 

More US army engineers ar- 
rived in Croatia to prepare 
construction of a pontoon 
bridge across the Sava River to 
Bosnia. Once that is estab- 
lished, troops and equipment 
can move overland to Tbzla. 

Despite heavy snow, a train 
with 67 engineers arrived in Zu- 
panja, on the Croatian- Bosnian 
border. It also carried 40 vehi- 
cles and equipment. Four oth- 
er trains were moving toward 
Zupanja and nearby Slavonski , 
Brad, a Nato spokesman said | 
in Zagreb. 

Trying to make up for weath- 
er-related delays, a US Air 
R>roe advance team landed at 
Ferihegy airport in Budapest 
yesterday to establish landing fa- 
cilities in the Huraarian capi- 
tal Fog has slowed landings of 
men and equipment at Taszar, 
in southern Hungary, where 
the US military is setting up a 
supply base for Bosnia-bound 
American troops. 

■ Belgrade — General Ralko 
Mtodic, the Bosnian Serb army 
commander and a suspected 
war criminal, ranks high in 
favour in Serbia, according to 
a poll published yesterday, AP 
reports. 

Gen Mladic, twice indicted 
for genocide by the UN tribunal 
dealing with war crimes in for- 
mer Yugoslavia, trails otdy be- 
hind Serbia's President, 
Slobodan Milosevic, according | 
to the popularity poll, con- 
ducted by the Belgrade-based , 
Institute of Social Sciences. 
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As Christmas approaches, the 
hidtjifthicnl is asking readers to 
support four charities working 
to help child victims or the 
wars in former Yugoslavia. 
Please make your cheques or 
postal orders payable to the 
charrn - of your choice and send 
it with the coupon below. 

T £ nSSwasKi 1 






A 










Gently does ft: Bosnian army soldier removing a mine in an exercise north of Tuzia 
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J I would like to make a j 
I d onavon 10 help children in | 
j former Yugoslavia. I enclose j 
! a cheque/postal I 

J order/CAV/CAF card for \ 

i £ made payable to j 

{ one of the following j 

! chanties. t 

!□ Child Advocacy ! 
J International { 

:□ British Red Cross ! 
} Former Yugoslavia Appeal { 

»□ War Child ! 

\n Save the Children j 

j .please tick as appropriate < t 
i Signature i 


• Please post your donations > tc: J 

} The Independent Children oi | 
j War Appeal. [ 

i c/o the Independent, PO J 

i Box 4011. London E14 5BB j 

I THANK YOU J 
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Sir Denis Dobson 



Denis Dobson was a civil ser- 
vant of memorable personality. 
He- was outstandingly energetic 
and able, and his attention was 
strongly focused on the work of 
the Lord Chancellor s Office, in 
which he served for 30 years. 
For him it was both his vocation 
and his hobby. He became a 
legend in Whitehall for his 
commitment to his job and for 
the vigour with which he ex- 
pressed his views, particularly 
when dealing with anyone who 
disagreed with him. 

Originally from the North, he 
went to Charterhouse and to 
Trinity College. Cambridge, 
where he gained a First in Part 
1 of the Law Tripos and in the 
LLB examination. He started 
his career in Newcastle upon 
Tyne, where he was articled to 
a firm of local solicitors, and in 
1^33 was admitted a solicitor. 
He then moved to London io 
join a firm there, but it was not 
a success. In consequence he 
very soon left them and joined 
a firm of parliamentary agents, 
where he laid the foundation of 
his skills us a draftsman, which 
w;cs the area of the law in 
which he most excelled and 
where he w as most at home. 

Dobson’s career was inter- 
rupted by the Second World 
War. in which he served in the 
Royal Air Force, first in the 
Western Desert as Administra- 
tive Plans Officer with the 
Desert Air Force, working with 
the Eighth Army, including ser- 
vice through E) AJamein. and 
later in Malta and in Italy. His 
drive and energy were already 
recognisable, and by the end of 
his service there he had become 
Senior Personnel Staff Officer 
to the Desen .Air Force. His am- 
bition was to join the legal 
branch id the Foreign Service 
at the end of the' war. but 
tuberculosis ruled this out and 
he went instead into the 
Statutory Publications Office. 

This was a small Whitehall of- 
fice which had responsibility' for 
the publication of statutes and 
statutory instruments and. al- 
though the canvas on which 
Dobson then worked was rela- 



Dobson: ‘Now look here' 


lively narrow, the experience he 
gained there was to prove 
useful to him in his later career. 

The Lord Chancellors Office 
was then very small, and con- 
tained only a few lawyers. Sir 
Albert Napier, the then Per- 
manent Secretary, was anxious 
to strengthen it. and Dobson 
was introduced to bira by Sir 
Thomas Barnes, the Treasury 
Solicitor, under whom the 
Statutory Publications Office 
came. Dobson joined the Lord 
Chancellor’s Office in April 
1947 and attracted immediate 
attention because of bis ener- 
gy. bis keen interest in law re- 
form and legislation, and his 
command of detail. 

Napier realised that Dobson 
would inevitably be a strong 
contender for the post of Per- 
manent Secretary. At that time 
only barristers were qualified for 
appointment, and he therefore 
advised Dobson to have himself 
struck off the roll of solicitors 
and be called to the Bar. This 
he did. being called by Middle 
Temple in 1951. On Napier’s 
retirement in 1954. George 
Coldstream was appointed Per- 
manent Secretary and Clerk of 
the Crown in Chancery, and 
Dobson became his deputy in 
both offices. 

Dobson's skills in the field of 
legislation proved of the great- 
est value. Drawing on his ear- 
lier experience. Dobson made 
himself master of every detail 
of Bills with which the Lord 


Chancellor was concerned. But 
he went beyond that, and reg- 
ularly briefed his minister on 
points in Bills for which other 
ministers were responsible, 
where Dobson considered it 
would be desirable for the Lord 
Chancellor to intervene, to cor- 
rect some defect or infelicity. 
Because the legislation was fre- 
quently important, but was hav- 
ing to be dealt with under 
pressure of time, salvoes were 
constantly being exchanged be- 
tween Dobson, parliamentary 
counsel and departmental 
lawyers. His opening form of ad- 
dress to his oppoaent, ‘'Now 
look here, X”, became 
legendary across Whitehall. 

In 1968 Coldstream retired 
and Dobson, at the age of 60, 
was appointed to succeed him 
as Permanent Secretary and 
Clerk of the Crown. 

One challenge which Dob- 
son, as head of the office, had 
to face was posed by the Roy- 
al Commission of Assizes and 
Quarter Sessions which re- 
ported in 1969. It sat under the 
chairmanship of Lord Beeching, 
who brought to its work the 
same thorough, explicitly quan- 
titative. approach as he had 
done to his reorgansation of the 
railways. The Commission rec- 
ommended a massive change in 
the arrangements for the ad- 
ministration of justice, replac- 
ing the centuries-old system of 
assize and quarter sessions 
courts by a single Crown 
Court with jurisdiction to sit 
wherever it was needed. 

Of greater concern to Dob- 
son was the Commission's rec- 
ommendation that a unified 
court service should be set up 
under the Lord Chancellor, to 
run the new system, replacing 
the old. largely part-ume staff, 
most of whom had been pro- 
vided by the local authorities. 
This would involve a huge 
change in the character of the 
Lord Chancellor's Office, turn- 
ing it from a small office, large- 
ly concerned with advising the 
Lord Chancellor, to a major 
department. 

Although a radical in his 


youth, Dobson had become in- 
creasingly conservative in out- 
look as he grew older, and be 
had considerable reservations 
about the Royal Commission's 
report. The lawyers working on 
it In the office had to be ready, 
at a moment’s notice, to justi- 
fy every detail in it. Though this 
on occasion conld be wearing, 
Dobson then generously shoul- 
dered the responsibility for de- 
fending the B01 against 
criticisms by outsiders. 

No one who worked with 
Dobson will forget him. His 
forceful vigour and the veloci- 
ty of hfs intelligence, his ab- 
sorption in detail and his 
command of the law made him 
memorable. On the debit side 
(and he knew this himself), his 
quick temper made him difficult 
to work with. He was in fact nris- 
casL His conservative tem- 
perament made him mistrustful 
of change, so that policy issues 
were less attractive to bxm than 
the law itself. He had all the 
qualities needed to make a 

first-class parliamentary drafts- 
man, including a very quick 
mind, a most elegant style of 
writing, a mastery of legislative 
and governmental procedure, 
and a terrier-like attention to 
detail. 

The decision to appoint him 
to the Lord Chancellor’s Office 
was entirely understandable, 
but it was not in fact the best 
outlet for his vety considerable 
talents. 


Derek Ooltoo 


Denis William Dobson, lawyer 
and civil senvnt; OBE 1947; 
Deputy Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery and Assistant Perma- 
nent Secretary to the Lord Chan- 
cellor 1954-68; CB 2959. KCB 
1969; Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery and Permanent Secre- 
tary to the Lord Chancellor 1968- 
77; QC 1971 ; member. Advisory 
Council on Public Records 1977- 
83; married 1934 Thelma Swin- 
burne (marriage dissolved 1947; 
one son. one daughter), 1948 
Elizabeth Allen (two sorts, one 
daughter); died 15 December 
1995. 


Canon Professor H. E. W. Turner 


The death of Hugh Turner - his 
baptismal names were Henry 
Ernest William, but to friends 
and colleagues he was always 


Hugh - removes an original and 
unfurgetia 


forgettable personality, more 
characteristic, perhaps, of 
an earlier Anglican clerical 
tradition than that of today. 

Deeply learned - he had 
that almost conventional triple 
Oxford First of his generation 
in Classical Moderations. Lii- 
terae Humaniores and Theol- 
ogy': quietly patriotic ~ he had 
been an RAF chaplain in the 
Middle East during ihe Second 
World War and proudly wore his 
campaign medals on Remem- 
brance Sunday, he was also a de- 
voted pastor, as generations of 
Durham University theological 
students discovered. 

Turner's own theology was of 
the Evangelical tradition, com- 
plemented and matured by a 
love of the Fathers of the 
Church, with a devotion to St 
Athanasius and a particular in- 
terest in the Christological con- 
troversies of the 5th century. His 
personal beliefs were strictly or- 
thodox, and his Hampton Lec- 
tures, The Pattern of Christian 
Truth, delivered in 1954, repre- 
sented a defence of the classic 
Christian understanding of the 
descent of doctrine from the 
leaching of Christ and the tra- 
dition of the Apostles against 
the view of Waller Bauer that 


there was originally no clear-cut 
distraction between orthodoxy 
and heresy. This conviction of 
the faith once delivered to the 
saints remained with him. caus- 
ing him on one occasion to of- 
fer to redraft the Thirty-Nine 
Articles in modern idiom, to ex- 
press their content while re- 
taining their theology for the 
benefit of those who could 
not understand 16th-century 
English. 

Small in stature, like 
Napoleon. Turner possessed 
something of Napoleon's prodi- 
gious energy, which could be 
disturbing toothers lacking his 
stamina. He collected stamps, 
but generally expressed himself 
by an appetite for work which 
was not always shared. Besides 
being head of the Durham Uni- 
versity Department of Theolo- 
gy. he was for many years 
sub-dean of Durham Cathedral. 
On one occasion he called on 
his colleague, the Chapter 
Clerk, late in the evening, with 
papas relating to cathedra) 
matters, only to be repelled in 
the best naval tradition by the 
Clerk, a retired admiral, who re- 
marked that he had an office for 
such business and would discuss 
it in the morning. University col- 
leagues were likewise often dis- 
concerted by their chairman's 
readiness to write minutes or to 
convene sub-committees. 

Hugh Turner was not, how- 


ever, simply a machine for the 
productionof theological stud- 
ies or administrative docu- 
ments. He bad a deeply 
devotional nature, nourished by 
the Prayer Book and the Au- 
thorised Version of the Bible. In 
his lectures he maintained the 
ancient university practice of be- 
ginning with prayer, since for 


h bn theological study was itself 


an act of worship. For similar 
reasons he liked to celebrate 
Holy Communion oa the feast 
day "of his hero, St Athanasius 
of Alexandria (2M3yV In his re- 
tirement he assisted at his 
parish church in Cumbria, and 
it gave him pleasure that the 
worshippers could not detect 
any liturgical difference be- 
tween his conduct of the services 
and that of the vicar, a product 


of the Anglo-Catholic College 
of St Chad, Durham. 

Despite his dedication to 
work and scholarship. Turner 
was not indifferent to good 
food or to a glass of wine or 
beer. His pipe-smoking was a 
legend among his colleagues - 
his grandchildren referred to 
him as “Grandpa Smokey" - 
though some observers had the 
impression that he smoked as 
many matches as he did tobac- 
co. He was devoted to his wife, 
Constance, and to his family, 
and would go to immense trou- 
ble to help an individual who felt 
called to the ordained min- 
istry. He was not the easiest of 
men to work with, but uo one 
could doubt the sincerity of 
his deeply held Christian 
convictions. 



Gerald Bonner 


Turner: 'Grandpa Smol key’ 


Henry Ernest William Tames 
priest and theologian : bom 14 
January 1907; ordained deacon 
1931. priest 1932; Fellow, Chap- 
lain and Tutor. Lincoln College, 
Oxford 1935-50; Canon Resi- 
dentiary. Durham Cathedral 
1950-73, Treasurer 1956-73. Sub- 
Dean 1959-73, Acting Dean 
1973; Lightfoot Professor of Di- 
vinity, Durham University 1950- 
58, Van \fildert Professor of 
Divinity 1958-73 (Emeritus); 
DD 1955; married 1936 Con- 
stance Parker (two sons); died 14 
December 1995. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


HERKIOTT: To Lynne jnJ Amhonv. 
on J> Dmniter. "a «">n. Dominic 
James, -j bioilwr lor Snrah. 

KXWALEK; On 15 December l?*V5. to 
Rosalind met: Print! and Andrew, a 
>on. Tristan John, j brother lor 
Jo-hua and George. 

MOSS-LAWTON: On to December in 
Waiwicfc. to Julia and Mark, a daugh- 
ter. Gahrielb Lucs, a sister lor 
Francesca. 


DEATHS 


BROCKLESS: t>i IS December t«5. 
Brian, uudd: m. dcnrii loved husband 
of Jenny, father of Adrian andJulian. 
Funeral service at Si Bartholomew V 
Ihc-Greal. London, on Friday 22 
December. UOiun. All enquiries in 
Robert Ayiing Funeral Services, tele- 
phone Wl’JJiS $b7333. 

TRETHOWAN: Professor Sir William 
Henry. CUE. of Edgbaston i Birm- 
ingham I. died pwceliiUy a( hi> home 
on Friday 15 December t'^. Privuie 
cieffiaiion lo be held on Friday 22 
December IW. 


Announcements for Gazelle BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES & DEATHS t Births. 
.Adoptions. Marriages, Dealt.*. Memo- 
rial atrrtccs. Wedding amh'enartes. In 

Meraoriam) should he sent in writuifi 
to the Gazette EdStnc The Indepoident. 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don E14 5DL telephoned to OITJ-JU 
2011 (24-hour answerins maci, i2S 
(117 1-293 20121 or faxed to 0171-293 
2010. and art charged at £450 * Bo* 
(VAT extra!. OTHER Gazelle aij- 
nuunccmeiWi must be submitted hi 
inn fur faxed I and are charged at f » 
a Une. VAT extra. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr P. C. Woodland 
and Miss M-N. Kendall 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Maric-NoClle. daughter of 
Philip and .Arlene Kendall, of Mar- 
low. Buckinghamshire, and Philip, 
of Charles and Mavis Woodland, 
of Worthing. West Sussex. 


Birthdays 

Miss Jenny Aguiler. actress, 43; Mr 
Michael Beaumont, Seigneur of 
Sark. 68; Lord Brabazon of Tara, for- 
mer government minister. 49: Mr Bil- 
ly Bragg, rock singer and songwriter. 
37; Mr Simon Charming, chairman. 
London Philharmonic. 35; Sir 
George Coldstream QC. former Per- 
manent Secretary io the Lord Chan- 
cellor. Jflfc Mr Malcolm Cooper, 
marksman. -V5; Mr Peter Cris*. drum- 
mer, 53; Mr Owlcs Denton. Head 
of Drama. BBC Television. 58; Miss 
Bo Derek, actress. 3S: Mr Bo Did- 
dlcv. singer and guitarist. 67; Lord 
Howe of Aberavon QC. former cab- 
incl minister. <&, Mr SiaiOQ Hugh- 
es. cricketer, 36; Miss Lesley Judd, 
actress. 49; Mr James Leasor, author, 
72; Sir Gavin Lighlman, High Conn 
judge, 56; Mr Donald Tandy, actor. 
77: Miss Rachel TricketL former 
Principal. St Hugh’s College. Oxford, 
72; Mr John Whitney, chairman, the 
Really Useful Group. 65; Mr John 
Wilkins. Editor, the Tablet, 59. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Nicholas Sanson, cartogra- 
pher, 1599; Pieicj dr Hooch, painter, 
1029; John Wilson Crofccr. politician 
and reviewer. 17K0; William Bum, ar- 
chitect, 1789; Nicolas-Toussaiilf 
Charlct. designer and military 


painter. I79i Thomas Graham, 
chemist. 1805; The Rev Edwin Ab- 
bott Abbott, headmaster and the- 
ologian. 1838: Teresa Schwartze, 
portrait painter. 1852; Harvey 
Samuel FhtsJone, industrialist. 1S68: 
Lorenzo Peiosi, priest and compos- 
er. 1 6 72; Theodore Francis Powvs, 
novelist. 1875; Sir Robert Gordon 
Mennes. statesman. U-Gen Sir 
Frederick .Arthur Montague Brown- 
ing. 18^; Roben Jcmison Van dc 
Graaff. physicist and inventor, 1901. 
Deaths: Ignatius. bishop of Antioch. 
.AD 107; Arab raise Rare, surgeon. 
1590; Thomas HilL literary patron, 
prototype of *-PjuI Pry”. 1840; Hen- 
ry Harland, novelist and editor. 
1905: Emile- Francois LoubeL states- 
man. 1929: James Hilton, novelist, 
1954; Moss Hart, playwright. 1961: 
John Ernst Steinbeck. novelisL 1968; 
Admiral Luis Carrera Blanco, Span- 
ish prime minister, assassinated 1973; 
Bobby Darin (Robert Walden Cas- 
wno). singer. 1973: Artur Rubinstein, 
pianist, 1981 Gwen Berryman, ac- 
tress ('■Doris Archer'’). 1983; Bill 
Brandt, photographer. 1983. On this 
day: the Gist General Assembly nf the 
Church nf Scotland was held. 1560; 
Peter the Great's reformation nf the 
Russian calendar was announced. 
1699; the last issue of the original 
Spectator was published, 1714; the 
State of Texas was inavporated in the 
United States, 1845; 'the State of 
South Carolina seceded from the 
American Lniotl. i860; rhe first 
London performance of the Op- 
eretta Madume PompaJourv.as pre- 
sealed, 1923; the first atomic 
ice-breaker, the Russian Lena t. be- 
gan operating, 1959; Romuald Spa- 
sowskL Polish ambassador to the 
United Stales, was granted political 
asylum in the United Slates. 1981; 
two Townsend Thoresen ferries col- 
lided off Harwich, with the loss of six 
lives, 19S1 Today is the Feast Day of 


St Ammon and his Companions, St 
Dominic of Silos. St Pbflogpnins 
and St Vnkious. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Mari Griffith, “A 
Week Before Christinas fink Botti- 
celli. 77n? Adoration of the Kings", 
lpm. 

British Museum: Hilary WQIiams, 
“Queen Mary's Christmas Card 
Collection", LlSpm. 


Luncheons 


Foreign and Crraunonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkisd QC MP, Sec- 
retary of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, held a luncheon 
yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens, 
London SWI, in honour of Mr 
Erick Dervcfce, Minister far Foreign 
Affairs of the Kingdom of Belgium. 


Fo?ks Literary Luncheon 
Mr Sheridan Morley was in the 
chair at a Foyles Literary Luncheon 
held yesterday at Grosveuor House, 
London Wi. in honour of Miss 
Maureen Lip man. .Among those 
present were: 

Miss Jin. - AJjpr, M is l>ntb Bdlingkroc Mb 
J ulia McKcnac Mias Hsyky MUb; Mr Deni 
.Vunma; Mr Jsck Rrrscntiial; Mr Ned Sier- 
nntMia Janet Suzman; Mia Victoria Wood. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TVPirtwroTWikj Sj4AaotaOoo, Brt- 

vjvdjBctuo Medial rbctjpnpLinnfclSl'ir 
Gifford- Brjgntnyj raPtcndgta. h n n n r iatinhc 
Coamuiufe, linn the Gatehouse Crane, fbn- 
cfilfc ElUle. Bristol The Date of KmuPreiiJeoL 
Rural Ait Funx Benc'njfait Fumlallradsilun- 
ebew to saik. the (diiatfra of Lard Butter, 
chairman oi the tend, M the RAF Oub, London 
WI. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Hmbc1k<M Ca*aln Moanied •«. 

(nomas Uir Queen Mifc ouant attorn C — 

Him: F Cnman Seats Guanh moons the 
Owen sGoard.it BncUnKhw Mao, lOQun. 
hand p m v rf ctl by the Oattfamom Quants. 


Launch of a liberty ship' in the early days of the Second World Wan Tipper's work on determining brittleness 

resolved structural problems which had caused the loss of these hurriedly buitt men*art sWps in the AilantJc Pbotograpn: Hutton ueuiscn 


Constance Tipper 


"Her vigour in prosecuting her 
work in an extremely male pre- 
serve will always be remem- 
bered and admired by those 
who came into contact with her 
. . Thus the late Lord Baker 
about Constance Tipper, the 
distinguished yet unpretentious 
woman who made an important 
contribution to Britain’s survival 
in the Second World War. She 
was the first to discern the rea- 
sons why Liberty ships tended 
to break in two. 

It was in 1943 that Tipper be- 
gan her important work on the 
cause of brittle fracture in Lib- 

ofJ.Efeker (later^Lord Bak- 
er) as Professor of Engineering 
at Cambridge. The Liberty ships 
were the merchant ships, con- 
structed with great haste at the 
be ginning of the war, which 
brought vital supplies across the 
Atlantic to Britain. A number 
of these ships, complete with 
their cargoes, had been lost in 
heavy seas, breaking up like 
glass, a crack running ins tan ta- 


Test” for deteamnmg brittleness 
in steel. 

Constance Bam, the daugh- 
ter of a surgeon, started her ed- 
ucation at St Felix, Southwold, 
and went to Newnham College, 
Cambridge, in 1912. She grad- 
uated in 1915 with a Third in 
Part I of the Natural Sciences 
Tnpos, but this did not prevent 
her from achieving a DSc in 
London in 1926, and a ScD in 
Cambridge in 1949. 

In 1915 she went to the Met- 
allurgical Department of the 
National Physical Laboratory in 
Teddington, but quickly moved 
in 1916 to the Royal School of 
Mines m Kensington, west Lon- 
don. She was appointed Re- 
search Assistant to Sir Harold 
Carpenter at the Royal School 
of Mines in 1917, ana awarded 
two successive Fellowships - the 
FrecfaeviUe (1921-23), and the 
Armourers’ and Braziers' 
(1924-29). Having evolved a 
method of preparing metal 
crystals she worked at this i 


itnne 


neousty right round the ship. 


with G J. Taylor of Cambridge, 
^cumulating data on the de- 


Hpper revealed that the fa 
in the ships lay not in the 
method of fabrication and use 
of welding, as had been sus- 
pected, but in the material 
used, which became danger- 
ously brittle under certain 
conditions. Her name is now 
known to engineers of all ages 
as the creator of the “Upper 


accumulating 
formation of these crystals un- 
der strain. The Royal School of 
Mines arranged with Lord 
Rutherford at the Cavendish 
Laboratory that whilst contin- 
uing to be employed by the 
school she should work in Cam- 
bridge. In 1928 she married 
George Tipper, a graduate of 
Clare College, Cambridge, and 


the Superintendent of the Ge- 
ological Survey in India. When 
she tefrtbe Royal School in 1929 
she settled in Cambridge and 
continued her work there for 
over 30 years. 

Her old college, Newnham, 
made her a Research Fellow for 
the year 1930-31. The universi- 
ty, in the Cambridge fashion of 
those days, gave her testing fa- 
cilities in the Engineering De- 
partment and in 1933 a room in 
that department, but she had no 
official status even though the 
Levertralme Trust awarded her 
a Research Fellowship for two 
years in 1936. She felt her po- 
sition keenly, but she was still 
prepared in 1939, on the with- 
drawal of several lecturers to 
wartime jobs, to undertake a 
considerable amount of teach- 
ing for the department. Ste also 
took charge of the Heat Treat- 
ment laboratory where impor- 
tant work was carried out in 
connection with war contracts. 

Newnham electedfrer an As- 
sociate Fellow for three years; 
and in 1949 Cambridge Uni- 
versity made her a Reader.' 
From this time until her retire- 
ment in 1960 she was a foil 
member of the Faculty of En- 
gineering and the only woman 
at the time to holdofSce in that 
traditionally male department. 
She took a full share in teach- 
ing both undergraduates and 
graduates, and continued her 


bria, in 1955, principally to 
ratio? the family bobby of fly- 


^ She also enjoyed gar- 
dening, water-colour painting 
and playing the piano. 

Constance Tipper celebrated 
her 100th birthday in 1994. and 
to mark the occasion Newnham 
College planted a variegated 
sweet chestnut in the gardens, 
now known as the Tipper Tree. 

. PfayfOs Hetzel 


Constance FUgg Elam, metal- 
lurgist: born New Barnet, Hert- 
fordshire 6 February. 1894; 
Reader in Mechanical Engi- 
neering Cambridge University 
1949-w; married 1928 George 
Tipper (died 1947); died Penrith, 
Cumbria 14 December 1995. 


Basil Easterbrook 


Basil Easterbrook' s name was 
rarely seen on (he national 
stage, but for those millions of 
readers who avidly followed 
football and cricket through 
the pages of the many publica- 
tions of Kemsley and then 
Thomson Regional Newspa- 
pers he was the supreme 
authority. 

He began in his native town 
on the Torquay Times, worked 
for the Sheffield Star and was 
then for 30 years Cricket and 
Football Correspondent for his 
newspaper cham. He did not 
miss a single Test match or Eng- 
land footfall match at home and 


carried in his head an ency- 
clopaedic knowledge of both 
sports. Between 1969 and 1980 
he wrote, every year, a leading 
article for Wisden's Almanack. 
He toured South Africa in 
1964-5, when he was chairman 
of the Cricket Writers' Oub. 

Ordered on one occasion to 
spell out his words more cou- 
dsely and dearly when dictat- 
ing a report over the telephone 
he began, carefully; “This is 
BasQ V. Easterbrook.'’ 

“What league is that?" asked 
the copytaker. 

Like most of his generation, 
he was un enthusiastic about 


the advance of commercialism 
but he was once put in charge 
of the Press Box hospitality at ■ 
Worcester by a new and happi- 
ly naive sponsor. The hacks 
were duly impressed on the first 
lunchtime when a bottle of 
Chablis arrived it each seat’ 
Easterbrook beamed, 

The. next day mare^ wine ar- 
rived accompanied by a flypast: 1 
from the Red Arrows. Chal- 
lenged to top this, on the last 
day, Easterbrook smiled and 
pointed out of the window to * 
where, under the shadow pf the 
cathedral, the groundsman's 
hut had gone up in flame& 


He was at 

raau who could be waspish with 
fools and angered by injustice. 
He always bad a new humorous 
story. We had not seen him in 
the box. since 1983 but we still 
miss him. He spent his later days 
watching Torquay United; not 
always'happily, but he was al- 
ways keen to tell yon of the lat- 
est developments with the 
Gulls. 

Derek Hodgson 


Basil Vivian Easterbrook jour- 
nalist: bom Torquay 15 February 
1920; married (one son); died 
Tbrquay 15 December 1995. 


Ik 





research work in what little 
time was left after her teaching 
commitments had been met. 

Her publishe&work. includes 
a book, for The Oxford Univer- 
sity Press. ; Deformation of 
Meal Crystals (1935). ana 
The Brittle Fracture Story 
(1962), with the Cambridge 
University Press. 

After officially retiring in 
1960 Cfoustance Tipper contin- 
ue untfivrenmto her seventies 
with consultancy work at the 
Barrow shipyards, and in over- 
seeing progress and improve- 
ments m metal bridge 
construction and other metal 
structures. She bought Bank 
House, Langwathby. in Cum- 
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Substantial changes to rail services unlawful 


Regina v Director of Passenger 
Rail Franchising, n pnrte Save 
our Railways and others; Court of 
Appeal (Sir Thomas Bingham, 
Master of the Rolls, Lord Justice 
Waiie and Lord Justice Otton); 

15 December 1995 


LAW REPORT 



20 December 1995 


In specifying minimum ser- 
vice levels for railway passen- 
ger services for the initial 
letting of franchises, the di- 
rector of passenger rati fran- 
chising was not permitted by 
the instructions issued by the 
Secretary of State for fransport 
to depart significantly from 
the services provided by British 
Rail immediately prior to 
franchising. 

The Court of Appeal grant- 
ed leave to appeal, refused to 


Ksions specifying minimum 
passenger service levels for 
rail services operated by Great 
Western Trains Co Ltd, South 
West Trains Ltd and LTS Rail 
Ltd, and quashed the director's 
decisions in relation to those 
operated by Inter City East 
Coast Lid, Gatwick Express 
Ltd. Midland Main Une Ud 
and Network South Central 
Ud. 

The Railways Act 1993 es- 
tablished a statutory scheme for 
transferring the operation of 
rafl passenger servfees into pri- 
vate ownership. The franchis- 


ing director was required to car- 
ry out functions under the Act 
in accordance with guidance 
and instructions from the Sec- 
retary of State for Transport. 
His instructions issued on 22 
March 1994 provided by para- 
graph 18 that for the initial let- 
ting of franchises, the director's 
specification of minimum ser- 
vice levels for railway passen- 
ger services was u to be based 
on that being provided by BR 
immediately prior to franchis- 
ing”. Guidance in paragraph 23 
provided that after the initial 
franchises, the services should, 
over time, be tailored more 
closely to demand. 

In the first case, on 16 May 
1995, the minimum service lev- 
el specified for services oper- 
ated by Great Western Trains 

Ltd was set at 86 per cent of the 

current BR level of service, by 
South West lhains Ltd, 89 per 
cent or 86 per cent, and by LTS 
Rail Ltd, 80 per cent or 69 per 
cent 

la the second case on 14 Sep- 
tember 1995 the minimum ser- 
vice level for services operated 
by Inter City East Coast Ltd 
was set at 71 per cent, by 


Network 

percent 


75 per cent, and . 

South Central Ltd, 
or 77 per cent 
In the first case the appli- 
cants applied for leave to ap- 
ply for judicial review on 16 
August 1995 and in the second 
on 20 October 1995. 

Owen Davies (Leigh Day & Co) for 
the applicants ; Jeremy SutRvan 
QC Cfivasury Solicitor) for the 
franchising director. 


SfrThou»asBn^ihwmMR,fflv- 
ing the court’s judgment; said 
that the crux of the dBtnite con- 
cerned paragraph 18 and in 
particular the words “based do . 



Gatwick Express Ltd, 45 


cent, Midland Main 


per 

Ltd, 


idris- 

ing". The SecretaiyofState's- 
instructions and guidance de- 
fined and circumscribed the di- 
rector’s statutory duty. 

“Based orT was not a term 
of art and it was not an exact 
term. It permitted some lati- 
tude. It was obvious that every 
tram timetabled :by BR'need' 
not continue to run. There 
might be changes, and within 
limits it was for the franchising 
director to rule.on .the extent 
oftfrechangc^Hlswasthepri- 
mary judgment. But there was 
a limit to the changes which 


might be made without ceasing 
to oompfy wfrhthe instruction 
in paragraph 18 and the guid- 
ance in paragraph 1 23. 

The . changes, must be mar- 
ginal, not significant or sub- 
stantial. Give Or take relatively 
nrinor changes, the minimum 
servicef JeveTsperified was to 
. corrcspondieasonaWy dosejy 
. with. foe prefffanchfcing BR 
specification. • . 

Turning to; fhe" facts, the 
; court had to work on the low- 
er of the director’s alternative 
specifications; The figures set 
for Great Western Trains Ltd 
: and5qutii West^ Trams Ltddid 
. not coapdiheccmduskm that 
the in breach of his 

statotqiy (fofy'- Th relation to 
ITS RatiXwTnter City East 
:.;Co^;I^^wick Express Ltd 
and ; KfidIaHtt Main Ud, he 
haififot OTrcctfy understood or 

camptifidwitfrfoe 

' The detey iffthe first case in 
maioDg -the' application was 
‘^mcftie” The ^jpfication for 
pertioctri/^md mandamus 
would v.be .refused on that 
Tground tat ;tiie court would 

- consider- mrtntig n ffe rfaratirw i 
in the casC of LTS Rail The de- 
■ lay ia totf secOnd case could not 
be regarded as" ^fondue" and 
relief wpukLbe granted. 


Yin* Hal Tin* Barrister 
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Hated, ridiculed and very late, almost nothing can now stop the privatisation of Britain’s railways, says Christian Wolmar 

Amazing but true: private rail is on track 
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test week. Final bids likely in 0^, .*$•&; 
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. ——Intercity Bast Coast 
, Mima Midland Main Line 
: ■ ■*•'• v Network Southcentral 
i ,—■■—■ Gatwick Express Limited 
• ' '>«= South West Trains 

«*■«»■ Great Western 

*• London, Tilbury and Southend Rail 




Commuter service In London and the South-east 
Revenue £53m to 1994-95. Last Friday the Court of Appeal 
gave the go-ahead for Imminent privatisation. 
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InterCtty services between London ^Bcetm; - -C r H 
Plymouth, Penzance, Cardiff, Bristol and ' -r . y vC 
Swindon. Revenue £1$1m in 1994-95. Last 
Friday the Court of Appeal gave the gc^ahead '-''S'->v! 
for Imminent privatisation. .••■■’ 






.London 


Stagecoach won the franchise 
yesterday. From toe end of March 
1996 the bus company will take 
responsibility for running services 
between London and Berkshire, 
Surrey, Hampshire, Portsmouth, 
Bournemouth, Weymouth and 
Exeter. Revenue In 1994-95: £230m. 
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Shuttle service between London and Gatwfck Airport Revenue 
£27m In 19945; Opraf received preliminary bkte last week. 
Final btdsfrtceiy in March 1996. 



Commuter services in the South-east between London and 
Maidstone, Brighton, Eastbourne, Portsmouth, Bournemouth 
and Gatvrick Airport Revenue Cl 57m in 1994-95. Opraf 
received preliminary bids last week. Rnal bids likely in 
March 1996. 


ROUTES AND REVENUES: 

THE COUNTDOWN TO PRIVATISATION 


I f ihe newly privatised trains 
run to the same schedule as 
the privatisation process, there 
are gping to be a lot of angry pas- 
sengersTlt took more than three 
years between the launch a! the 
policy in a White Paper in July 
1992 to yesterday’s announce- 
ment of the first private opera- 
tors. Yet, when the White Paper 
was published. John MacGre- 
gor. thee transport secretary, 
said the first privatised trams 
would be running in April 1994. 

In fact it will be exactly two 
years later, in Aprii 1906, When 
Stagecoach starts running South 
West Trains which, presumably, 
will soon be kilted out in its liv- 
ery of white with an orange, blue 
and red stripe. At around ihe 
same time, the management 
buyout teams which successfully 
bid for Great Western trains and 
London, Tilbury and Southend 
will also be proudly painting 
their new logos to obliterate 
any mention of British Rail. 

To say it has been a bumpy 
journey would be like saying a 
roller-coaster gives you a smooth 
and comfortable ride. The 
delays, legal setbacks and chaos, 
not to say panic, behind the 
scenes art’’ ’testimony not only to 
the project’s unpopularity but to 
its shaky basis. Rati privatisation 
has been driven through much 
like the poll tax, to which it has 
often been compared, with vir- 
tually no supporters outside the 
Government and many well- 
informed objectors. 

The successful challenge last 
week by the campaigners turned 
out to be a Pyrrhic victory. 
Although the Appeal Court 
judges largely ruled in their 
favour, arguing that the mini- 
mum service levels - Passenger 
Service Requirements as Mr 
Salmon, the franchising director, 
has chosen to call them - had 
been set too tow in contraven- 
tion of Government guidelines, 
the judgment did nothing to 
stop the process. Hence" on 
Monday Sir George Young sim- 
ply issukl new guidelines which, 
he argues, allow Mr Salmon 
more leeway. There may well be 
further legal challenges but the 
judiciary ts reluctant to stop a 
process they see as having legit- 
imately gone through Parlia- 
ment. "so privatisation is being 
bulldozed through. 

Media coverage of the pri- 
vatisation process has been so 
uniformly negative that the gen- 


eral public may have been con- 
fused into thinking it was not 
going ahead. In fact, despite the 
delays and the legal battles, 
which have seen campaigners 
successfully challenge the very 
basis of the franchise process by 
questioning the minimum stan- 
dards set oui in the agreements, 
the railways will have been 
largely privatised by the time of 
the next general election. 


The franchise process is the 
key pari of rail privatisation 
because it involves passenger 
trains and the public. It is a 
unique form of privatisation 
dreamt up by a Government 
that was keen to see competi- 
tion between different train 
operators. BR was divided into 
2? groups of lines, ranging from 
small self-contained railways 
such as Chiliem and Loadon. 
Tilbury and Southend to large 
groupings of commuter services 
such as South West trains, the 
rural and regional lines of 
Regional Railways and Inter- 
City services such as East Coast 
and Great Western Railway. 

Because of the extra money 
that operators now have to pay 
Rail track and the train leasing 
companies, all of them will be 
loss making, even on lntcrCity 
which used to be profitable, and 
will therefore need subsidy. Mr 
Salmon has been putting "these 
services out to tender with the 
winning bidder expected to be 
the one that requests least sub- 
sidy. So far seven have been put 

The chaos is 
testimony to the 
uncertain and 
shaky basis of 
the rail project 


in the market with three win- 
ners being announced this week 
and four expected in the spring. 

Even supporters of privati- 
sation have argued it should 
have been done a different way. 
There was a plethora of simpler 
models, but the Government 
chose this one for two reasons. 
First, it was obsessed with on- 
rail competition. It wanted com- 
peting train companies outbid- 
ding each other to provide 
quicker or cheaper services. In 
fact, with the odd exception like 
the shuttle service to Gatwick. 
there will be no such thine. 
Franchisees are being guaran- 
teed by ihe rail regulator that 
new operators will not be 
allowed to come on to their 
patch to cherry -pick the best 
and most profitable services. 

Second, the Government 
wanted to maximise revenue 
from the sale of the profitable 
bits of the network, the rolling 
stock companies and Railtraek. 
By channelling extra subsidy 
through the train operators, 
who then pay the rolling stock 
companies for leasing the trains 
and Railtraek for use of the 
track and stations, the latter 
become highly profitable com- 

C unies. backed by guaranteed 
rvels of subsidy and therefore 
eminently saleable. 


Paradoxically, while the rail- 
iravelting public is most inter- 
ested in ihe franchising and 
wliut benefit?, or problems it will 
cause them, the Government - 
and the Chancellor in particu- 
lar - has been most interested 
in the lucrative parts of the rail- 
way. Fattened up. via the fran- 
chising companies, with some 
£5 00m extra subsidy for each of 
ihe next two years", the rolling 
stock companies and Railtraek 
will bring in a total of £3bn. The 
rolling stock companies were 
sold last month for £J.Sbn and 
Railtraek is expected to attract 
at least £1.5bn in late spring. 

One source of concern to rail 
users is that, as the Independent 
reported on Monday, the £5 00m 
extra subsidy runs out in 1997/98 
when support to toe railways 
returns to pre-privaiis3lion lev- 
els. Rail experts such as Richard 
Hope, an adviser to the Trans- 
port Select Committee, argue 
lh3i such a sleep cut in suhsidy 
wiil cither lead to reduced ser- 
vices or severe financial diffi- 
culties for the operators. How- 
ever. yesterday Mr Salmon 
pointed to the fact that Stage- 
coach wifi receive an average of 
£49m per year over the seven- 
year life of" the franchises, com- 
pared with the £63.5m currently 
budgeted for BR. If all 25 fran- 
chises bring in savings like this, 
the Government wfll get away 
with the subsidy cut. This will be 
the key battleground. Stage- 
coach’s only way of making that 
level of saving will be by taking 
on the unions and reducing 
staffing levels which it sees as far 
too high. Industrial strife appears 
inevitable unless the unions cave 
in quickly. The drivers will be the 
key since they are irreplaceable, 
requiring nearly a year's training 
and specialised route knowl- 
edge before being allowed on 
the tracks. 

Whatever the outcome, rail 
privatisation is becoming a real- 
ity. However, the campaigners 
against it can console them- 
selves that the delay is a big set- 
back for the Government. To 
prove itself, privatisation needed 
a ample of wars of operation 
before a general election to 
show a sceptical public that pri- 
vate operators would bring 
improvements and. above all, 
investment. Indeed, this was Lhc 
point made by a few troubled 
Tory MPs who met Sir George 
Young, the Transport Secretary, 
yesterday to express fears about 
reduced services. 

The Government has no 
chance of meeting its latest tar- 
get of privatising 51 percent of 
the raihv ay by April 1996 but it 
will draw some comfort from 
the fact that a large section of 
railway services wilT be in private 
hands by the election, unless the 
Grim Reaper hacks away (he 
Tore majority before then". 


fiNTrk 


is £ 




The greatest show on earth 

seems a harmless enough phrase, the 
sort one expects to see quoted out of 
context outside a theatre somewhere. 
But, it emerges, the phrase is strictly 
copyright and belongs to the Barnum 
& Bailey circus of America. This, the 
British circus impresario Jim Rose has 
discovered to his potential cost. He is 
being sued by Bantam’s for describing 
his own big top extravaganza as ‘The 
greatest show on earth" in his 
advertising material. 

With this in mind. I am hereby 
describing this diary as “a pretty good 
column". I should warn all other 
scribblers that the phrase is now in 
copyright and sub judux: and anyone 
who describes their own musings as “a 
pretty good column*' will be hearing 
from’ ray legal advisers. 

Grave Hews for all those Christinas 
chefs seeking, at the last minute, a 
stab of Edam to adorn the dining- 
room table on Christmas Eve. Top 
London frtmagene Paxton & 

Whitfield in Jennyn Street, the 
proverbial big cheeses, don’tseH il 
over the counter any more. They say 
this is because it is now deemed to be 
in the brocket of what cheese snobs 
deem “plasticy" brands. 

The cheese world hierarchy rs 
evidently a complex one, demanding 
far more than simple texture or taste 
as a criterion for incJusiott. I asked 
the man at Paxton’s to elucidate. 

“We only sell farmhouse cheeses 
over the counter," he proffered stiffly 
•H farmhouse cheese is one whum has 
been milked from only one “erd of 
cows." So that explains it, I replied 
with a cheesy l tower grade! grm 

My award for the most lyrical Early 
Dm Motion of the vcejtgxs to Plaid 
Cvmni MP Cynog Dalis for his 
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proposed debate on aerial advertising. 
Mr Dafis’s schoolteachers did not, 
perhaps, instil in him the need for the 
occasional full stop, but (hey certainly 
showed him bow to use language. 

His motion reads: “That tins House 
rejects the outrageous extension in the 
scope of advertising in the sky 
provided for by the Civil Aviation 
(Aerial Advertising! Regulations 
1995, believing that the large-scale 
proliferation of advertising by means 
of aircraft and signs attached to 
balloons and helicopters would be a 
possible source of danger to birds and 
aircraft, a source of light pollution, a 
waste of resources, a source of carbon 
dioxide emissions from aircraft and 
helicopter fuel, a force promoting 
irrational consumerism, contrary to 
Ihe policies underlying the 
designation of some areas as national 
parks, areas of outstanding natural 
beauty and conservation areas and an 
unwarranted intrusion into the 
freedom to see the sky, which has 
been enjoyed as a source of 
tranquillity and beauty by human 
beings for millennia.” 

Let’s see if a Department of the 
Environment civil servant can match 
that prose. 

Radio 3*5 Year of British Music and 
Culture ends next week after 
bro adcas ting the works of 650 British 
composers, 300 of than living. A 
‘‘remarkable and unique” 
achievement, said the Radio 3 
controller Nicholas Kenyon, yesterday. 
Perhaps so, though two names in the 


650 catch my eye. The first is Bach, not 
generally known as an English gent 
(but he did stay here tor some time, 
says a Radio 3 spokeswoman). 

The second is John Lennon, very 
much an Englishman, very modi a 
great compose*: But he was credited in 
the season for writing such songs as 
‘Yesterday’ and ‘Michelle’, both very 
much Paul McCartney songs. The 
reason here, according to Radio 3, is 
that Lennon-McCartney compositions 
are entered in the Radio 3 database as 
joint compositions, but it seems a 
clerk just entered these songs under 
John Lennon’s name “to save time 
and space". So now Paul McCartney 
knows how Trotsky most have felt 
when he was written out of history. 



Lennon and, er ... remind me ... 

Most would-be actors do part-time 
menial work, such as waiting m 
restaurants, selling in shops or even 
loo-cleaning, to pay the rent while their 


real career is still proverbially waiting 
in the wings. More innovative than 
these, however, are Adam Meggido, 
Phil Pickard and Simon Lenagao - all 
in their mid twenties - who have set up 
a Soho-based telesales company in 
conjunction with their own theatre 
company, Coumeipoint. 

“The idea." explains Meggido, 25. is 
that the money we make from the 
telesales is used to fund Counterpoint, 
which does four productions a year.” 

When in production, as they are 
now with Dion Boucicault's 77ie 
Streets of Dublin at the Brixton Shaw 
Theatre, the company of 12 splits into 
those who will act, and those who will 
sell They swap every production. 

“The system works very' well." says 
Meggido. “We are virtually the only 
self-funding theatre company in 
Britain. And, of course, let’s not 
forget the business side. Because 
we’re all actors, we are all pretty good 
at telesales." 

It’s the time of year when the words 
“Moss Bros” are muttered rather a 
lot; and nobody is more aware of this 
than one Monty Moss, the company's 
president. I hear duty has caused him 
to abandon his preferred routine of 
kitchen supper in front of the telly, in 
favour of partygoing, much to the 
surprise of bis friends. 

“He hates these kinds of things.” 
they whispered to each other sotto voce 
until at one recent black-tie dinner 
the sight of Moss circulating the room 
caused a business acquaintance to go 
up and ask him why be was there. 

If be was expecting a line about 
“getting more social in my seventies.” 
he should have known better. 

Moss smiled coyly: “Jost doing a 
pre-Christmas stock check.” 
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Locked into a 
cycle of misery 

T he fihhv conditions, poor staffing ers should gel life and prisoners shoulc 
and austere regime revealed yes ter- enjoy reduced remission. These initiative! 


X and austere regime revealed yester- 
day at Hollowav prison is the story oF yet 
another jail that has been allowed to 
descend into Victorian squalor. A prison 
that was once a proud example of penal 
reform has been allowed to deteriorate 
because of staff shortages. Financial cut- 
hacks. a security clamp-down, a reduction 
in educational and recreational pro- 
grammes and a policy of locking inmates 
in their cells for longer periods. 

Let us not forget that many of the 
women in Holloway are not there for par- 
ticularly serious offences. A number were 
incarcerated after failing to pay a fine for 
not having a television licence. Many are 
on remand and have not been found guifey 
of any offence. In short, neither the crim- 
inality of the women, nor indeed the risk 
of escape, warranted a regime in Hol- 
loway under which, according to the 
board of prison visitors, many women are 
locked in their cells for 23 hours a day. 

But the Holloway crisis raises broader 
issues beyond the particular prison. Like 
the Stnmgeways riot in 1989. it goes to the 
heart of "current penal policy. Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, has some 
serious questions to answer. 

The appalling conditions at Holloway 
- so had that the Chief Inspector of Pris- 
ons cut short his inspection to make 
known his findings - could easily be 
reproduced elsewhere in the country 
because of changes in government policy. 
As a result only an optimist could say that 
Holloway will prove to be exceptional in 
the coming yeans. 

At the Conservative Party conference 
in October, the Home Secretary 
announced measures designed to send 
prisoners to jail for longer.'He proposes 
that second-lime violent and sex offend- 


ers should gel life and prisoners should 
enjoy reduced remission. These initiatives 
could increase the population in jail by up 
to 20.000 in two years. 

Then there are the cuts in prison ser- 
vice binding announced in last month's 
Budget - more than 10 percent over three 
years. And staff are now expected to place 
greater emphasis on security, following Sir 
John Learmonfs report, published in 
October, into escapes from White moor 
and Parkhurst prisons. As a result, prison 
officers are going to find themselves 
more thinly stretched. Already, as a result 
of shrinking budgets, record numbers of 
prisoners and political demands for 
tougher regimes, governors are cutting 
back on work, welfare and education pro- 
grammes and home visits. 

Put these developments together and 
you could gel the sort of deterioration in 
prison conditions that General Sir David 
Rnmsboiham has described at Holloway. 

The danger is that the Government will 
ignore a deterioration that could leave the 
prison system vulnerable to disturbances 
on a Strangeways scale. We now know that 
Holloway's board of prison visitors alerted 
ministers to what was going on a number 
of limes over the past two years. The Gov- 
ernment had. it should be said in mitiga- 
tion. recently released additional binds to 
improve conditions. But ministers were 
clearly prepared to let inmates live for 
some time in inadequate circumstances. 

The governor of Holloway must explain 
the management failures that took place 
in her establishment. But Michael 
Howard must also tell us. as he plans an 
expanded prison population, cuts in 
prison funding and tougher, longer sen- 
tences. how he can ensure that Holloways 
misery will not be repeated across the 
country. 


Mr Murdoch goes 
over the top 


R ugby league - you know, the one Will 
Carling doesn't play - is discovering 
the price of selling its soul to Rupert Mur- 
doch. In exchange for an £87ra investment 
in a new Super League. Mr Murdoch's 
company News Corporation will have a 
veto over transfers by the top players. 
Imagine if a media magnate had this kind 
of power on the football field; Stan Col- 
lym ore's £S ,5m transfer from Nottingham 
Forest to Liverpool could have been 
blocked by a mere nod from Mr M. 
Thanks to a clause in the contracts signed 
by the Super League’s top players, this 
may well happen in rugby league. 

Still, all's fair in love." war and com- 
merce. These top players are getting 
large sums of money for signing their 
independence away. And News Corpo- 
ration is pouring millions of pounds into 
rugby league clubs w hich were heading for 
broke. To the dismay of the local com- 
munities who turned out to support their 
league teams whatever the weather, the 
game is being changed to suit the living- 
room rather than the grandstand. Bui as 
rugbv league can no longer support itself 
on the takings from the turnstile, it is 
inevitable that the broadcast media should 
get involved with the future of the sport. 

The big problem with the Super League 
deal is not the link between sport and busi- 
ness - it is Rupert Murdoch. News Cor- 
poration is fast deve loping a monopoly on 
international sports broadcasting. This 
allows him to bid up the price viewers pay 
to watch sport on TV. But it also gives him 
considerable power over the sports he 
broadcasts. Ideally, rugby league clubs 


should have been able to choose between 
several competing broadcast companies, 
negotiating their terms and preserving their 
control over the game. Instead, they were 
faced with a single “take it or leave it" Mur- 
doch deal, the terras of which are only just 
starting to become clear. 

Rupert Murdoch has crossed the 
boundary between controlling the broad- 
casting and controlling the sport itself. At 
least with football, Mr Murdoch still has 
to negotiate with the Football Associa- 
tion: the media mogul cannot make the 
final decision. The contracts for top play- 
ers in the Super League demonstrate just 
how much power Mr Murdoch wants over 
the day to day running of the sport. No 
one mentioned this when the deal was 
announced in March. How much more is 
there still to be revealed? 

In his defence, Mr Murdoch might 
argue that his intervention will improve 
competition on the field. Right now Wigan 
are far and away ihe best team in the 
league. If Mr Murdoch uses his veto to stop 
good players flocking Wjgan -wards, other 
dubs might improve. More evenly matched 
teams wtU make better rugby league. But 
there are better ways to achieve this than 
handing over power to a multinational. 

Power over broadcasting should remain 
separate and distinct from power over 
sport. The extent of Mr Murdoch’s power 
over rugby league is unacceptable. One 
fears for the future of sport should this 
principle be extended to other games, as 
probably will be the case. The Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission should watch 
out - this is not in the public interesL 



Diana spends Christmas with her retd 

- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - 

Not a question of ‘good’ and ‘bad’ teachers I Jonah and the Tooth Fairy 


From Mr John Humberstone 
Sin Chris Woodhead’s article 
(“Schools need much more than 
money", 16 December) is a de- 
monstration of why so many 
teachers find his performance as 
Chief Inspector of Schools in 
the “unsatisfactory” department. 

To concentrate on one issue, 
that of class size, his statement 
Good teachers may be able to 
teach even better wbco they have 
20 children rather than 30 in their ■ 
class, but there is absolutely no • 
reason to beb’eve that it is the siz*T 
of class that makes a bad teacher 
bad ,- n v. 

is absurdly absolute. - . • 

For a start, it encourages the 
view that there are^gop ert cach- 
ets and “bad” teachers, when 
most of us would happily admit 
to being somewhere in between, 


the same period (source: Hansard 
24 October, 1995). 

Schools have usually managed 


to put the disadvantaged and dis- 
affected into small groups. Per- 
haps the real significance of these 
figures is not that the brightest 
may have to become used to 
being taught in groups of 40, but 
that the least able may not be able 
to be taught in groups of 20. 
Yours faithfully, 

John Humberstone 
Korkby-m-Ftirn ess, Cumbria 
18 December 


public provirion starved of funds, 
the champions of education 
should speak with one voice. 
Governments need no help in 
finding excuses for skimping on 
education. 

Yonrs faithfully, 

David Morgan 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
17 December 

The writer is a school governor.' . 


John Humberstone From Mrs Cheryl Johnston 

Kjrkby-m-Furness, Cumbria Sir Far too long I have read of the 

18 December failings of teachers. We have 

become the target of both the 
.From Mr David Morgan . . _ _ = ... , maipr-.partira. I haw. ,t*SA_ja 
Sir: That schools neeSF muw ^teacher sm$H969 in bpfo'-seaorS' 
more than money isiiot in disV '.and, for thejbdst part, 
pule. Whmrequii^ constant 1 ft* ' caring, detficaied profeSaOTHli ? X 


From MrR. Kimber 
Sir. Your front-page story (18 
December) regarding Canon 
Brian Andrews telling his con- 
gregation that neither Santa 
Clans nor the Tooth Fairy really 
exist included a comment by the 
Rt Rev Dr David Jenkins that 
“the. teaching of Christianity 
would benefit from the separa- 

WbuW^agree that children 
should also be taugh t tint biblk 


coorage of other Norwegians 
wbo risked their own Eves to save 
hfrn from execution as a spy. 
Passed on from one to another m 
an anonymous chain, he was 
brought atlast to a high plateau, 
where two Lapps strapped him 
into their leading reindeer's 
sledge. Fbflcjwed by a herd of 500 

this manner for two days until 
they reached the frontier, where 
■a -German vpataal encountered 


cal fables such as Noah’s Ark or them. Under fire fixwirthe patrol, 
Jonah in the belly of the whalebe the entire herd stampeded across 
inducted? - the final baxrier. a ^emi-frozen 

Yours sincerely*. , laJre.TbeShots dldaotstop until 

1L Kimber : ;$NP ' they reach ed the Swedish shore. 


affirmation is that they dqTte&f 
much mom money, arid the Chief 
Inspector does our schools a dis- 


and to find it easier to teach 30 service in weakening the'.argu- 
literate, numerate, weU-md&-V ment for this, ;' ■ 


vated students than 20 who are 
semi-literate and disaffected. 

Second, the debate about class 
size does not exist in an academic 
vacuum. We are talking at a time 
when class size has increased, 
particularly in the last year, after 
the Government’s refusal to fond 
the pay award for teachers. There 
has been a 28 per cent increase in 
classes of more than 30 between 
1994 and 1,995 in England, and 
the number of students taught in 
classes of more than 40 has 
increased from 14.057 to 18J23 in 


Labour intensive 

From Mr Jeff Booker, MP 
Sir; Having not seen BBC2’s 
series about the Labour Party, 
The Wilderness Years (“Welcome 
back from the wilderness”, 19 
December), I remain at a loss as 
to the purpose of the enterprise. 
Much of what I have read in the 
press must have something to do 
wiLh the fact that not everyone 
invited to appear was prepared to 
do so, even though the producers 
found this difficult to understand. 

I am amazed that the Jure of a 
camera is so powerful that it per- 


Granted ttggtthe key ingredi- 
ent of an-efib<£rve education is 
good reaching, we should be aim- 
ing to maximise its impact by pro- 
viding the conditions needed bp 
the good teacher to do the job 
property-- adequate premises, a 
sufficient supply of textbooks 
and, above all, a reasonable 
pupfl-teacher ration. We are now 
m the run-up to the general elec- 
tion, with both major parties 
seemingly committed to tight 
control of government spending. 

With so many worthy areas of 


suades senior Labour Ratty mem- 
bers in January/Marcb this year to 
participate, knowing it would be 
broadcast in the run-up to a gen- 
eral election. What is the gain? 

We do not have to keep talk- 
ing about a recent distressing 
period of history to put across the 
case that we have learnt the 
lessons from that period. At least 
I hope not 
Yours, 

Jeff Rooker 

MP for Birmingham Perry j 

Barr (Lab) j 

House of Commons I 

London, SW1 I 


Nicked at the cutting edge of bourgeois life 


Today 's short story has been made pos- 
sible with furuls from the Home Office, 
though they don't know this yet. 
Thanks ! 

W hen the police declare an 
amnesty on people carrying 
knives, it is not just Ihe schoolchild- 
ren of the nation they arc appealing 
to, our dear little schoolchildren 
armed to the teeth with guns, knives, 
cutlasses and machetes. Nor is it 
merely to the criminal classes who 
sally forth festooned with daggers, 
confident in the knowledge that they 
will not meet a policeman carrying so 
much as a penknife- No, it is also the 
dear old middle classes the police are 
trying to reach, middle-class house- 
holds such as those run by Edward 
and Ursula... 

“Knife-sharpening baffles me,” 
said Edward, waving a kitchen knife 
and a steel at his wife, Ursula. “On 
Christmas Day my father used to gel 
out a steel like this and a carving knife 
like this and he used to stroke one 
gently against the other in a manner 
reminiscent of Yehudi Menuhin play- 
ing the violin until magically the knife 
was so sharp that you could shave with 

11 "How do you know ?" said Ursula. 
“Did he ever shave with it ?" 

“He used to shave the turkey with 



it." said Edward, nostalgically. “Any 
excrescent lumps or remains of feath- 
ers he would remove with a gentle 
sweep of the knife. He once demon- 
strated that he could cut a piece of 
paper in half in mid-air, as it fell, just 
by slashing it with his freshly sharp- 
ened knife. Shall I show you ?” 

“No, never mind,” said Ursula. 
"Just sharpen that kitchen knife. 
That's all 1 need.” 

“I don’t think I'll ever get it sharp," 
said Edward. “It's just going to join 
that ever-growing pile of blunt knives 
we never use” 

It was tree. At the back of the 
kitchen drawer there had accumu- 
lated a stack of knives which had 
started out as gleaming little French 
knives or good old English knives or 
nice serrated bread knives, all of 
which had got blunter and blunter, 
especially when Edward tried to 
sharpen them. They were left undis- 


turbed there, not because anyone 
thought they would come in useful 
again, but because nobody dared put 
their hand down the back of the 
drawer in case they got cut, though 
ihe danger was minimal. 

“1 thought you were going to throw 
those away?" said Ursula. 

“It’s not that easy to throw away 
knives," said Edward. “It's like throw- 
ing away glass. It becomes a hazard 
for someone else." 

“Oh, for heaven's sake, just wrap 
them all up and throw them away ! Chr 
... or ... join the amnesty!” 

“The what?” 

“They said on the news this morn- 
ing that there’s an amnesty for knives. 
You just go to the nearest police sta- 
tion and hand your knives in. No 
questions asked. You just pop them 
in a box." 

“Yes, but that’s for fighting knives. 
That’s for people who carry knives 
and go around hoping to stitch up 
other people, or rather, to unstitch 
them. It's not for people who go 
round carrying knives hoping to get 
a chance to slice some bread!” 

"Look, they will accept any kind of 
knife! They’ll lake our lot! You your- 
self said it was getting dangerous, last 
time you cut your finger...." 

“Yes, but.... ” 

Half an hour later Edward had 


lost the argument, had cleared out 
all their unwanted knives (more 
than 16 of them, not counting two 
bent skewers and a lethal looking 
Chinese chopper picked up cheap in 
GerTard Street) and was driving 
down to the local polks station with 
them. Mentally, he was already plan- 
ning what to do next after the police 
station (fill up with petrol go to the 
garden centre, etc) when he foiled to 
notice the lights turning red and 
bumped the car ahead lightly. The 
driver jumped out furiously, a pass- 
ing policeman came to intervene, 
and during the taking of notes he 
asked what was in the suspicious 
looking package on the bade seaL 
He was amazed to find a fearsome 
assortment of fighting weapons, 
enough to arm a gang.... 

"I said. I'm under arrest!” fumed 
Edward down the line to his wife. 
"Tve been arrested on a charge of car- 
rying offensive weapons!” 

The Home Office writes: Don't be a 
silly boy like Edward. It's not bread 
knives we're after, ft's lethal knives, 

can make a profit on. delion to Iraq 
or somewhere. Iraq won't take old. 
bread knives. So take diem to your 
local dump, there's a good citizen. 
Thank you. 


sbmeweakteacbers, fort aret&ere 
not also weak doctors, lawyers, 
bank clerks, painters, decorators 
and even journalists?. 

Yours faithfully, 

Cheryl Johnston 
Felixstowe, Suffolk 
14 December 

From Mr C. G.Jermey 
Sir. What about trendy inspec- 
tors? In the Fifties, Sixties, Sev- 
enties and possibly longer, many 
experienced, well-qualified, de- 
voted but traditional teachers 
knew who the enemy was. 

Yours faithfully, 1 

C G. Jermey . • ; f ! 

London, N12 S • 

The taxman 
triumphant 

From Mr Ian Barlow 
Sin Richard Jones and his staff 
at the Large Groups office of the 
Inland Revenue should be con- 
gratulated for improving the Rev- 
enue’s appreciation of the way 
business operates (“The taxman 
with his sights cm a clear picture," 
18 December), but ms “cus- 
tomers” should be under no illu- 
sions of the implications of this 
progress. 

The key is in Mr Jones’ phrase 
“better awareness of what they 
(ie businesses) are doing”. The 
one-stop shop approach of the 
Large Groups Office, where tax 
matters prevxmsfr handled by up 
to 20 sqjarate offices are gath- 
ered under one roof, allows more 
vigorous examination of large 
companies' tax affairs. This cdun- 
try’s legislature offers little pro- 
tection to companies whose 
affairs come under close 
scruatiny by the Revenue - exam- 
inations which can encompass 
tra n sactions going back five, 10 or 
2Q years. 

Corporates can therefore 
expect to negotiate in an increas- 
ingly fierce environment as the 
Revenue increases its expertise. 
There are two issues arising. 
First, UK pic needs to ensure its 
tax affairs are watertight. Second, 
there is as yet no retrospective 
time limit on the Revenue’s pow- 
ers to examine a company’s 
transactions - generally a Emit of 
three years from the date a tax 
return is filed & m place in the 
US, for example. 

Increased understanding on 
both sides deserves encourage- 
ment; however, recent develop- 
ments, and the wide-ranging 
powers currently enjoyed by the 
Revenue, lead me to suspect the 
odds may be moving inexorably 
in its favour. 

Youre faithfully, 

Ian BarlOw 
UK Head of Tax 
KPMG 
18 December 
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included? • - r -j.- 
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From Mr Stephen ffowartH 
Sir Reindeer may not be very 
strong, as Lara Bremer observes 
(letter, 19 December) but they are 
certainly strong enough to (Kill a 
man in a sledge. It was a reindeer 
pullinga Sedge that saved the Hfe 
of Jan Baalsrud, a Norwegian sol- 
dier, sent from Britain in March 
1943 with 11 others to sabotage a 
northerly aizbase in their Nazi- 
occupied homeland. The mission 
was betrayed and all the partici- 
pants except Baalsrud were shot 
dead or captured. Baalsrud 
escaped into the snow barefoot 
and minus one toe, which had 
beenshotcffhyastraybuIleLEEs 
only hope- was to stake out for 
neutral Sweden, 80 miles across 
the mountains. 

The journey took two months 
and would oarer have succeeded 
but for his own powers of 
endurance and the impressive 


It probably, helped- tijafc by 
then, Baalsrud had tost half his 
normal weight and was only five 
and a half stone. -Whether the 
reindeer could have done the 
same with father Christmas is 
another qpestfon, 

Yburs feithftijHy, 

Stephen Howarth ■ . 

Shelton, Nottinghamshire 
19 December . _ 

From Canon Owen Vigeon 
Sir When eldest daughter 
was seven years old, we over- 
heard her instructing -her kid 
brother on Christmas Eye in 
these; words: 

You ^.T^EallKn-Chriamffl 
is a game we children have, to 
play wifogrown-ups, so that they 
_ won’t be disappointed. • 

Areviraragesthelastrrfugerrf 
the Enlightenment? 

Yours faithfully, 

Owen VIgbon 


19 December. 


No BSE from SAEs I Snobs, labelled? 


From DrMaHcSxzeBam " • 

Sin Richard Hoddy "need not 
worry about BSE and stamps 
(Letters, 12 December). All 
Royal Mail stamps use glue 
(ferxvedfromwm-ammaisOTTces. 

I am less sure about envelopes, 
however, and he would do best to | 
check With the manufacturers ; 
involved. 

Yonrs faithfully, , j 

Mark Szczelkun 
Department of Biochemistry 
University of Bristol - 
Bristol" - - 

19 December 

From The Rev David F. FlaveU 
Sin Why does the consumer have 
to stop eating beef just because 
tire British former canoot provide 
a guaranteed BSE-free product? 

This morning my local saper- 
market is cfeargrcg £3.90 a pound 
for steak. In America the price 
for the same product is only 
£1.60 ($2.40). I would like to be 
able to buy this better value and 
BSE-free meat myself, but the 

Common Agricultural Fo&ywffl 

not let me. 

No doubt American beef has 
its own contamination problems, 
but at those sort of nrices 1’ m nn*^ 


From Mr Joel Down 
Sin Please do not be so patron- 
ising about high-street shopping 
(“Christinas challenge in the high 
street”). I imagine that many of 
your reader^ Kke myself, have 
neither the time nor the money 
to shop at leisure in London's 
designer outlets. We ' have to 
make do with Next, H Samucti, 
and Marks & Spencer an our 
“average^: dismal high Streets” 
for onr Christmas gifts. 

Surely it is the thought, not foe 
label, that counts. 

Yours faithfully, - 
JoelDown 
R odemersham, Kent 
19 Detacher « ' 


Rom S/hsJeaA Bruz&r ,. . 

. SirzSo,” we are "going;to hare a 
marsupial as ourcxtrrcncy (Euro 
b a kintEof kangaroo). I assume 
that ahundreth pf a Euro will be 
a Joey. \ 

YoureMdtfofly, ; : 

Jean Brazier V ' 

Bristol. '■ ; 


itot^nwchances.A tjeast SinAsit’S^n xte&dSdta cafl 
I would like to have the choice, foe .n^ .unit ’ of currency for 
Can anybotfo gwe me-one good Europe will f manrial 

reason why! should not? experts 

xoura sincerely,..- -.. .fotn®? -' 

David F. Flavell ... ... Youis foithfoBt-’ ‘ v ' V 

Geoff S fcaaittx- , - f ' 

Co Durham,: . - 

19 December . 
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Buying more than just a good education 

If the independent schools’ sector is going to survive in a changing world, it must shed its unpleasant ethos 


T^he has jnst come in from my 

X^so n s Lo ndon prep school at the 
end of term. TUcked neatly inside was 
the buDetin of the 
Fnends of Independent Schools. It is 
a document sent out with most private 
school bills m Britain. 

c A* 1 , ^ ® Friend of Independent 
^hools? Well, each of my four chil- 
™en has spent some time in one, at 
dflerrag points in their school careers. 
But a Friend? I suppose so, yes. I do 
not indulge m that fiberal queasiness 
that uses the private sector but bhishes 
and apologises. I could say. “Well. I 
live in Lambeth, worst schools in the 
country, so you see, really, we bad lit- 
tle choree. If I lived in Potters Bar or 
somewhere, of course it would be dif- 
ferent" Maybe it would, maybe it 
woulmi t, but like most people who 
can afford it, I would be secure in the 
knowledge that I still had the choice 
to go private if I didn’t like the way 
things were going in a state school. So, 

as I started to read this bulletin, I was 

willing to accept the sobriquet 
“Friend” 

Thar was until I actually read it It 
turned out to be not a general 
newsletter about exciting and innov- 
ative best practice ideas in private 
schools, but almost entirely devoted 
to anti-Labour propaganda. Without 
any actual untruth, its cumulative 
effect is misleading about the state of 
Labour policy. 

True, this time last year the Labour 
Party made a slight dog’s breakfast of 
its policy, when David Blanket! men- 
tioned some possibilities, including an 
end to charitable status and imposing 
VAT on private schools, only to have 
to eat his words by lunchtime when 
Tony’ Blair repudiated him. But who 


in their right mind really itiinit* Tony 
Blairis secret agenda is to get into 
power and effectively demolish private 
“““tion 3S soon as he steps inside 
No. 10? Even though Labour’s past 
poh ey has been antagonistic towards 
private education and there will always 
be a strong vein of sentiment against 
it, Tbny Blair is uniikefy to loosen his 
grip on this key policy m the face of a 
consistent 70 per cent public opposi- 
tion to abolishing private schools. 

Even the pledge on the assisted 
places scheme, which Labour has said 
it will abandon, is watered down, with 
talk ctf special schemes for local edu- 
cation authorities to buy places in pri- 
vate schools for gifted or musical or 
other exceptional children. Schools 
may in future have to earn their char- 
itable status by showing they offer 
some of their facilities to others in the 
anmnunity. But this hardly amounts 
to a Red FeriL 

Is this policy so threatening as to 
justify a whole campaign addressed to 

the director of Isis, the independent 
schools’ lobby that produces the 
leaflet, writes; “It is unclear to what 
extent so-called ‘New’ Labour has 
undergone a genuine conversion to an 
acceptance of parents exercising 
choice in ways which are contrary to 
Old Labour's long-entrenched preju- 
dices against independent education 
and academic selection. It will almost 
certainly remain unclear until Labour 
in government has to resolve its inter- 
na] conflicts. 

“We know Labour would attack 
choice by phasing out the assisted 
places scheme. We know that attack- 
ing the charitable status of indepen- 
dent schools is back on the agenda. 



POLLY TOYNBEE 


It gives children the 
sense that anyone 
from a state school is 
an unwashed alien 


“We know it still upholds the com- 
prehensive ideal: academic selection, 
whether in independent or the 
remaining state grammar schools, is 
anathema. 

“We know that, whatever fine 
words may come from the national 
spokesmen of “New” Labour about 
co-operation between maintained and 
independent sectors. Old Labour at 
local level takes every opportunity to 
attack it.” 

And opposite this commentary 
there is a glowing interview with 
Gillian Shephard, who is headlined, 
unsurprisingly, as “declaring her 
wholehearted support for the inde- 
pendent sector". 

When I questioned David Wood- 
bead, the Isis director, be said it was 
their job to challenge Labour policy 
and, anyway, they had printed an 
interview with David Blunkett in the 
foil Isis magazine recently . 

By now I am affronted by the idea 
that because 1 send my child to a pri- 


vate school I must be a fully paid-up 
Tory. It reminds me of a number of 
uncomfortable occasions in meetings 
with some parents and teachers, where 
the same crude assumption has been 
made. Of course, many teachers and 
beads are not like that at all: but when 
you buy into the private sector, you risk 
buying into a whole People-Like-Us 
ethos, and Ptaple Like Us means Tory. 

Parents have all kinds of obvious 
reasons for choosing private schools - 
higher standards, more creative activ- 
ities, smaller classes, better facilities 
and belter exam results. But many pri- 
vate schools also like to suggest that 
their children will breathe m a “bet- 
ter” social ethos, or at least fewer anti- 
social attitudes. 

A friend of mine's 10-year-old came 
home from his private school last 
week, a boy in constant trouble, not for 
real wickedness, but loss of every pos- 
session and perpetual detention for 
maths. His school has a comprehen- 
sive nearby, fairly black, and he reports 
that the most frequent insult he gets 
from his teachers is, “You look as if 
you come from XXX! You have the 
manners of an XXX boy! You should 
be in XXX!" (the neighbourhood 
comprehensive ). Being politically 
aware, incensed by snobbery and. 
anyway, lippy, he finally asked one of 
them with faux naivety, “Why? What’s 
wrong with XXX?" This was the 1 
tifying answer “Oh, they probably \ 
reggae music on their fire alarm!" 

So the private sector may buy you 
attitudes you do not like at all, redo- 
lent of an unthinking caste con- 
sciousness, racist, snobbish, giving the 
children a sense that anyone from a 
state school is an unwashed alien. 

Considering that only 12 per cent 


of children go to private schools, this 
is hajdty likely to equip them well for 
the real world out there. Except, per- 
haps, that some of them will manage 
to live for ever in a little sheltered Tory 
cocoon among those bankers, accoun- 
tants, lawyers, stockbrokers or army 
officers who never mix socially from 
cradle to grave with anyone of a dif- 
ferent background. 

Well, what do you expect. I hear 
some readers retort, if you will insist 
on sending your child into a privileged 
elitist enclave? 

This is what I expect a private edu- 
cation system that reflects a world out- 
side that has changed beyond all 
recognition. The knee-jerk, pull-up- 
the-dra wbridge -an d-keep-ih e -oiks-ou l 
attitude exuded by some teachers in 
these schools comes from a bygone 
age. and they'd better get real. More 
than half of all children now in private 
schools have parents both of whom 
were state educated. The Blair victory 
Isis so fears will in itself signal that vot- 
ing habits at last cut across the old 
class battle lines. 

If the private sector wants to offer 
“values" along with better computer 
facilities and science labs, it had bet- 
ter stop, take a deep breath, and con- 
sider just what these “values" are. Are 
children to be taught generosity, con- 
sideration for others, social aware- 
ness, a measure of humility at their 
own unearned good fortune and a 
sense of obligation to the community 
in which many may occupy positions 
of influence? Or are they simply to 
leant vobbishness of the monied 
kind: "My parents paid for me to 
come here so I can earn more, vote 
Tory, pay fewer taxes and look after 
my own"? 


Ruined by a lie, not a lifestyle 

Henry Porter analyses the tragedy of David Ashby, the homosexual MP who miq'udged the spirit of the times 


I t is difficult today not to feel 
extremely sorry for David Ashby, 
the Conservative MP whose 20-day 
libel action against the Sunday Tunes 
ended in his bmmliation and finan cial 
rain. But as he sat with his head in his 
hands apparently weeping at the Jozy’s 
verdict, it was also impossible not to 
wonder at the enormity of the dam- 
age that he has inflicted upon himself 
by bringing this ease. ' 

* For the point that rings out dear 
from the Royal Courts of Justice is 
that shhme ties not in the supposed 
homosejnialityofamanmpubiliclife, 
but in ihe hypocrisy of his denial. 

Nevertheless, the public response, 
I suspect, will be overwiiehningly sym- 
pathetic to Mr Ashby, and in the Com- 
mons MRs could only express regret 
at the way he had esqrosed himself and 
his familv to the terrifying scrutiny of 
a libel trial. For everyone understands 
the forces chat compelled hiza to fight 
the action 10 the last, and yet also the 
necessity of the newspaper proring its 

Shame lies not in a 
man’s supposed 
homosexuality but in 
th e hypocrisy of denial 

allegations. II was a tragic battle 
between reputation and troth, and 
with the evidence the Sunday Tunes 
had accumulated the latter was bound 
to be the victor. 

Some 10 or 15 years ago, this same 
evidence might not have persuaded a 
jury. People were less likely to believe 


that pubuc figures were gay, and con- 
sequently tended to give them (he ben- 
efit of the doubt because of the great 
stigma attached to homosexuality. 

Today things are very different 
The ordinary people who sit on juries 
arc much more comfortable with the 
idea of a politician’s gayness. More- 
over. ihev are familiar with the details 
of eav life. So they looked at the evi- 
dence less fearfully than they would 
have in the past and decided that on 
balance Mr Ashby’s behaviour sug- 
gested that he was m fact gay, and that 
he was therefore guilty of both 
hvpocrtsv and lying. . 

* the iragedv of the case B that Mx 
Ashbv did not appreciate how much 
things have changed tiiat he 
shame was in fact shameful. If he had 
been prepared 10 admit his ^fatJOTis 
with other men, or at least if he had 
let the Sunday Tunes'* ac ^f a ™ 
pass, people would not really have 
thought any the worse offom- 

There are many gay MPS m Parha- 



one in public fife who might be 
tempted to bring a similar action, and 
also to any libel lawyers who may per- 
suade their clients, against their best 
interest, that they should pursue a case 
that is clearly hopeless. 

In these conditions where there is 
growing but not yet absolute tolerance 
of homosexuality in public life, it is 
extremely difficult for politicians and 
their lawyers to make these line calls. 
We must believe that individuals, how- 
ever prominent, should be allowed a 
degree of privacy, yet there is a point 
when the personal becomes political 
and the subject of public interest. That 
was reached when Mr Ashby's private 
circumstances became so hopelessly at 
odds with his public attitudes. The 
same was true of a Church of England 
bishop who after criticising gay priests 
was exposed as having had a brief 
encounter in a gentlemen's lavatory 
when a young man. 

It demands great strength of char- 
acter for a man of Mr Ashby's con- 

There is a point when 
the personal becomes 
political and the subject 
of public interest 


Tore David Ashby, humiliated after his libel action against the ‘Sunday Times’. Below: those who came out 
and prospered -from the left, Chris Smith MP, Sir Ian McKellen, Michael Barrymore, Rabbi Lionel Blue 


ment, some living discreetly homo- 
sexual lives, while others, such as 
Chris Smith, the Shadow Heritage 
Secretary, are completely open about . 
their sexuality. For Smith, it is simply 
not an issue; there is nothing any news- 
paper can discover in this area of his 
life that would embarrass him. But if 
you are going to be a gay MP, then 
Smith’s constituency of Islington 
South is the best place for yon. 

Mr Ashby felt differently, perhaps 
because at 55 he is 11 years older than 
Smith and was brought up at a time 
when homosexuality was barely admit- 
ted, let alone tolerated. But he also 
probably believed that Conservative 
voters are more hostile to homo- 
sexuality. There may be some truth in 
this, and with a majority of only 979 
in his Leicestershire North West con- 
stituency he calculated that it was bet- 


ter to lie than to own up to what he 
regarded as a disgraceful and elec- 
torally damaging part of his life. It 
turned out to be a disastrous decision 
that was driven as much by his obvi- 
ous ambivalence about his sexuality as 
any prejudice that might exist in his 
electorate. 

It must also be said that lurking in 
his decision was probably an arro- 
gance, or at least unworldly hubris, 
which allowed him to pursue this 
thing to the bitter end, exposing his 
daughter to cross-examination and the 
shaming details of his marriage break- 
up 10 unflinching public gaze. 

Honesty would have been better, 
bn t it is difficult for such a man to 
gauge precisely how far attitudes have 
changed People with different back- 
grounds are at variance on the matter 
of homosexuality in public life. And 


some roles will be regarded as per- 
fectly acceptable for a homosexual, 
while others noL An entertainer such 
as Michael Barrymore, who recently 
came out on a radio show, has not 
been substantially damaged. Nor has 
the actor Sir Ian McKellen or Rabbi 
Lionel Blue. But if a Home Secretary 
was suddenly to emerge from the 
closet the reactions might be slightly 
different. 

What is clear at the moment is that 
the British people - to say nothing of 
their ferocious press - wiD not endure 
hypocrisy in public life. If you empha- 
sise the importance of family values, 
as David Ashby did in the last election, 
you cannot then leave your wife for 
another man without risking exposure 
and indeed ridicule. Hypocrisy was his 
crime, not homosexuality. That should 
be the message that goes out to any- 


servatism to shun a plainly hypocriti- 
cal stance. He is of the old-fashioned 
school of gay, best represented by the 
late Lord (Tom ) Driberg, who bedded 
as many men as he could, at the same 
time managing to preserve a public 
respectability of sorts. For a time 
Driberg was pretty brazen about his 
activities, and he relied on influential 
friends to get him out of scrapes, but 
there was also something about his 
style, a certain devil-may-care panache, 
which added to his protection. 

This can be deployed much more 
effectively today. One’ only has to look 
at the flourishing career of Michael 
Barrymore to see that he has turned 
his coming out into a personal 
triumph, rather gratifyingty in defiance 
of the press, which bad been tor- 
menting him for a number of years but 
which now must reluctantly admit its 
admiration. 

Openness may not yet completely 
disarm prejudice, but surely anything 
is better tban the terrible humiliation 
through which Mr Ashby has put 
himself and his family over the past 
three weeks. He has only himself and 
l>erhaps his lawyers to blame, but it is 
right to extend our sympathy to him 
and to be grateful that his melancholy 
example will clear the thoughts o'f 
many in his position. 


BWMHimia Jane Procter 

Balls are good training for princes 


P rince William's attend^ ata 

couple of teenage baUsmt^e^f 
‘Ogow 

dances, which to all intents 
poses provide itmc^nt^-Tb^are 
held in London, supervised b> adults, 

have 


SocfOHUse Prince WW* *£££ 


sexual confrontations that be will face. 

A recent Toiler survey of his peers 
concluded; “This time next year, as 
Prince William enters his second year 
at Eton, there is at least a 70 per cent 
chance that he wiD be drinking and 
smoking- He will probably have tried 
drugs and he might even have had sex. 
These assumptions are made not as a 
result of what we know of William’s 
diameter, nor taking into considera- 
tion the habits of other Etonians.. 
'These are reasonable assumptions 
based on the results of our sumy of 
teenagers, the children of affluent 
: . . *»„» mainrrtv nf whnm 


Anyone who is shocked that the 
Prince and Princess of Wales have 
allowed their son to go on this 
harmless outing has no comprehen- 
sion of how. quickly young people 
grow up today. Admittedly, at 13 1 '-, 
Prince William was among the 
younger guests - but in two and a 
half years he may legally marry. Any- 
way, for the most part, all that the 
young revellers do is dance with 
each other, and there are battalions 
of patrolliag adults to deter the 
more virulent perpetrators of wan- 
dering-hand disease. There is no 
opportunity for anything more 
grown-up - certainly not for 


William, who was accompanied by a 
gun-toting bodyguard. 

I am the mother of a 10-year-old 
girl and don’t know if 1 will want her 
to go to dances in just three years' 
time. But Prince William's big advan- 
tage (or disadvantage) is that he has 
an extremely loyal group of school- 
friends who help to fend off any 
Lolita in hotpants who may be eager 
to corrupt him or merely want to kiss 
the future heir for a dare. 

Coming from Buckingham Palace 
and Windsor Castle, William proba- 
bly enjoys having to queue up for a 
Coke or to collect his coat; it is the sort 
of treat he won’t have for ever. Any- 




way, Sunday's ball was hardly the most 
egalitarian gathering - every teenager 
had been vetted beforehand. 

Sadly for the boys, who were so ele- 
gantly dressed, the girls looked more 
like Christmas decorations than the 
sartorial sophisticates they no doubt 
imagine themselves to be. But we 
shouldn't worry about any of these 
nymph ets whisking him out of the 
singles' scene. As Toiler' & survey 
revealed, 12 per cent of teenagers 
defined a long-term relationship as 
one that lasts between one and two 
weeks. 

The writer is editor of 'Tatter’. 


Sons damaged 
by fathers 
behaving badly 

Catherine Hepburn examines the 
psychological effects of bad 
paternal care on inner-city boys 


S tudies of “psychological dis- 
orders" in boys have focused 
almost exclusively on mothers’ 
care and so have resulted in 
widespread blaming of mothers, 
especially single mothers. I 
wanted to find out if fathers' 
care was important; in particu- 
lar. whether having a neglectful, 
hostile or abusive father in the 
home, or an untnvofved. unre- 
liable absent father, made a dif- 
ference to a boy's behaviour. I 
presented my findings to the 
British Psychological Society’s 
annual meeting yesterday. 

For boys, it seems that a bad 
father is worse than no father, 
in my study, funded by the 
Economic and Social Research 
Council. 1 talked to a group of 
99 young men about the qual- 
ity of care that their fathers pro* 
vided throughout their child- 
hood and adolescence. The 
young men, in their late teens 
and early twenties, were from 
inner-city Islington, in north 
London. What emerged was 
that those who had poor care 
from their father - either when 
he was present in the home or 
absent following divorce - were 
more likely to develop behav- 
iour problems in their teens 
than those who had had good 
paternal care. 

Poor paternal care from pre- 
sent fathers was experienced by 
around a quarter of the young 
men I saw. Typical recollections 
described a father who was 
never there, a distant figure 
uninvolved in his sons life, his 
schooling, his friends, his inter- 
ests and his general welfare. 
Some fathers, when they were 
around, were hostile, rejecting 
and physically violent. 

Experiences such as these 
often led to high rates of 
chronic behaviour problems in 
adolescence, such as truancy, 
theft, aggression and disrup- 
tiveness at school - seen in 
almost half of those with poor 
paternal care, in contrast to 
only a fifth of boys who had 
good paternal care. 

The young men also dis- 
cussed relationships with 
fa there who had left following 
divorce. Half of them had expe- 
rienced family breakdown and 
all of them stayed with their 
mothers. 

Around a third of father-son 
relationships ended completely 
after divorce and their fathers 
were never seen again. There 
was some indication that this 
was more likely to happen if the 
boy was very- young at the time 
of the divorce and where moth- 
ers had remarried. 


Contact sometimes ended 
for very good reasons, espe- 
cially where the separation was 
caused by the father s violence 
to the mother. Boys with such 
memories quite understand- 
ably expressed anger, and fierct 
loyalty to their mother. One son 
commented: “1 don't want 
nothing to do with him. 1 
changed my surname because J 
don’t want him to find me.' 

1 was surprised to find that 
boys with no relationship at all 
with their absent father were 
not more disadvantaged than 
those whose father had main- 
tained good, regular and reli- 
able contact. In both these 
groups, around one fifth devel- 
oped behaviour problems. 
Mothers certainly compensated 
for the lack of a father in mam 
cases and in their sons' eyes had 
done a good job of bringing 
them up alone. 

In contrast, those who had a 

l l changed my 
surname because 
I don’t want him 
to find me’ 


poor relationship with their 
father after divorce were more 
than twice as likely to develop 
behaviour problems. Poor rela- 
tionships were described in 
terms of their father's unrelia- 
bility in turning up for arranged 
visits or forgetting birthdays 
and Christmas presents. More 
than half of the boys with these 
experiences had’ behaviour 
problems in their teens. 

The research puts fathers in 
the picture. The research sug- 
gests that poor-quality father- 
son relationships are more 
damaging than being brought 
up only by a single mother. A 
disrupted, chaotic paternal 
presence after divorce fails to 
provide the security that boys 
need to avoid the problems of 
adolescence. Fathers should 
be made more generally aware 
of the importance of their role 
as parents, and those who have 
not been violent to their fam- 
ilies may need support to 
maintain" a positive involve- 
ment with children after 
divorce. Good parental care is 
the key to healthy adolescent 
development, rather than who 
or how many pareats provide 
thai care. 

The \iriter is senior lecturer in 
deivtopmencot psychology' at the 
Unh'crsity of Westminster. 
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DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

The US Federal Resene yes- 
icrJjy cut interest rates by a 
quarter print, calming Wall 
Sired which had braced itself 
fur more turmoil in the equity 
and bond markets. 

The Fed funds rate came down 

to 5-0 per eon (. hut the discount 

rate was left unchanged at 5.25 
per cent. The news cyme after 
Monday > lOO-pomt fall in the 


Dow Jones index - the biggest 
one-day drop lor more than four 
years. 

In London, the FT-SE 100 in- 
dex rallied alter losing 37.6 
points at one stage to dose 
Jown H.2 at 3-576.9. This made 
its loss over two days 65.7 
plaints. 

Wall Street's fright was due 
to fears- that the US budget row 
had reduced the chance of a rate 
cut after yesterday's meeting. 
But vesterday harsain-ftunlere 



alWest raises 
5bn to expand 
investment 


JOHN EiSENHAMMER 

Financial Edrtor 

Group yesterday sold 
out of commercial banking in 
.America and hinted that it may 
pa»< m some of the t2_2bn pro- 
cceJs to its shareholders. Ban- 
corp. Nat West's New 
Jersey- based retail •.•peratiou. 
has been sold to the acquisitive 
American group. Fleet Finan- 
cial Corp. 

Bui a signillcant share bu\- 
iiack looks less likely than de- 
ploying Nat West's surplus 
cipiudlo build up its investment 
banking operations on both 
sides oft he Atlantic and its UK 
retail position. 

“Clearly after the Bancorp 
sale we are more than ade- 
quately capitalised, and the 
group is generating capital 
rapidly, so we do ha\e the op- 
portunity to make ue 
across a range of bu-iu.'ses.' 
said Derek Wan I ess. Nat West's 
chief executive. 

Bancor p's sale took advan- 
tage of a wave ol consolidation 
in US retail banking, which 
has seen deals worth around 
S-t.'bn. A relaxation of the rules 
preventing link-ups between 
stale banks, and the need to cut 


costs, lias already prompted 
nine mergers or acquisitions this 
year. But the sale of Bancorp 
proved more difficult than ex- 
pected ami netted well less 
than the S4hn price tag origi- 
nally publicised by Goldman 
S.ichs. Nat West's advisers. 

The terms of the deal call for 
i cash payment of S-.obn. plus 
a deferred consideration of 
S5o0m. ’TTiis involves annual 
payments equal to about 5(1 per 
cent Buneorp's earnings as part 
of Fleet Finanei-.it over a max- 
imum period of eight years. 
There are also assets excluded 
from the sale worth $400m, 
comprising a loan portfolio and 
Lhe New York headquarters of 
NaiWesl Markets. The tax on 
the sale is not meant to be ma- 
le rial. Nut West said. 

Stew an Young of Charter- 
Ill u^e Tilncv said the price was 

ilK huttfiii end of expecta- 
tions hut iii.ii the market is re- 
lieved that a di>po>al has been 
achieved. Nat West shares 
closed yesterday up lV_5p at 
r*4«p. but analysts expected a 
drop today as the strong dilu- 
tion effect on earnings per 
share is appreciated. 

While saying it is reviewing a 
number of ways of using the 


o Wells Fargo or First Bank/First Interstate 
© Chemical Bank'Chase Manhattan 
o NBD Bancorp.first Chicago 
© First Uniorv'First Fidelity 
I o Fleet Rnancial/Shawmut National 
| © Fleet Financial-' NatWest Bancorp 
I o PNC Bank/Midlantic 
| o Corestates Fmancial/Mendian Bancorp 

l 

j o Citizens Financial Group/First Holdings Inc 


Sllbn 

$9.9bn 

S5.3bn 

$5.1bn 

$3.Sbn 

$3.6bn 

S2.9bn 

$2.7bn 

S1.9bn 


voy directors poised 
or share shake-up 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

Directors of the Savoy group of 
hoick which is caught in the 
middle of the G.3bn hostile hid 
battle between Granada and 
Forte, are expected to meet ear- 
ly in the new year to consider 
radically changing its contro- 
versial. and antiquated two- 
tier share structure. 

It is understood that some of 
the direeti >rs of die Savoy group 
have privately accepted* that 
the share structure needs u« 
change. 

Any changes that enfran- 
chise the share would virtually 
guarantee a sharp rise in the val- 
ue ol Forte's stake in the Savoy. 

The Savoy group yesterday 
declined to comment. 

A City source said that the 
'hare structure would have to 
be changed, regardless of 


whether Forte remains inde- 
pendent. Forte has pledged to 
dispose of its Savoy shares ei- 
ther through a .vale, or via a dis- 
tribution to its shareholders. 
Granada has also said the Savoy 
shares would be sold if it wins 
control of Forte. 

At the moment lhe B' shares, 
which are largely owned by the 
Wontner family trusts, have 2U 
times the voting power of each 
A share. 

This unbalanced ratio of 
votes has kept the acquisitive as- 
pirations of the Forte hotels 
group at bay lor more than a 
decade. Forie owns 68 percent 
of the total shares in issue, but 
only controls 42 per cent of the 
votes. 

Thu source said, however, 
that existing holders of Savoy 
shares would resist having their 
voting power diluted loo much. 


"Enf ranch ixcmenL however, on 
the basis of giving around sev- 
en A' shares for each *B‘ shares 
might be acceptable to most 
family members.” he said. 

The problem facing the 
Savoy once lhe bid is over is how 
to ensure an orderly, and sta- 
ble market in its shares. Unless 
the voting balance of the two- 
tier voting structure is ad- 
dressed. it is unlikely that City 
institutions would "be willing 
buyers of any Savoy stock that 
may be sold. 

Meanwhile. Forte yesterday 
suffered a setback to sell its 
chain of white Hart hotels. 
Apax Partners, the venture cap- 
ital group, yesterday pulled out 
of talks to back a £100m pur- 
chase of the hotels by Oriel, a 
private leisure company. Forte 
said, however, that talks with 
Oriel were continuing. 
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helped share prices to steady be- 
fore lhe Federal Reserve's 
meeting - despite a snowstorm 
that sent many Wall Street 
traders home early. The rate cut 
reversed a near- 24-point fall in 
lhe Dow Jones industrial index, 
leaving it up 4J4 at 5,079 35 by 
mid-afternoon. 

The fortunes of dollar and 
sterling were mixed during the 
day, hut the pound ended more 
than a pfennig higher against the 
German mark at DM22160. 


Before the Fed meeting. Will 
Street analysts were evenly di- 
vided about whether or not it 
would cut its key interest rate. 
Apart from differences of view 
about the stale of the economy, 
many thought the central bank 
would wait for more progress to- 
wards a resolution of the bud- 
get wrangle between the 
President and Congress before 
making a move. 

President Clinton said yes- 
terday he was “not especially- 


worried about the financial 
market reactions to the budget 
row. 

The second shut-down of the 
US government in just over a 
month started at the weekend. 
Mr Clinton met Congressional 
leaders for further mils yes- 
terday, but officials said the 
deadlock over tax and spending 
plans was unlikely to be broken 
quickly. 

Official figures on the US 
economy in the third quarter. 


due to have been released yes- 
terdav, were delayed into the 
new year by the Federal gov- 
ernment's closure. This made an 
optimistic forecast for growth in 
1996 from the Conference 
Board the main economic news. 

The employer^ organisation 
said the Fed had already stim- 
ulated the economy as long- 
term interest rales had fallen in 
anticipation of cuts in its short- 
term policy rates. A revival of 
growth could make inflation 


Stock downgraded after news of flat earnings 


proceeds from the Bancorp 
sale, including returning capi- 
tal to shareholders. Nat West set 
out its strategic priorities as de- 
veloping its retail banking po- 
sition in the UK, reinforcing 
Nat West Markets' global pres- 
ence. notably in London and 
New York, and building up in- 
ternational private banking via 

Coults. 

NaiWesl is keen to acquire a 
fund management group in 
London antf bolster its corpo- 
rate finance capabilities in the 
City and New York. Nat West re- 
cently bought Gleacher & Co, 
a private M&A firm New York. 
But Mr Wan less said Nat West 
had “no plans to acquire a ma- 
jor US investment bank". 

"We are keen to build up 
Nat West UK's strong position. 
We intend to get our cost/in- 
come ratio down by 10 per 
cent by the end of the decade 
and that clearly is going to re- 
quire change and in vest me nL 
The whole life and long-term 
savings markets are very at- 
tractive." Mr Wanless said. 

Having turned around the 
loss on whai has been a spec- 
tacularly costly investment, the 
decision to pul Bancorp, with its 
300 branches, up for sale marks 
a radical shift in NatWcst's 
strategic thinking. 

it had been considering 
strengthening the operation, 
but with the stakes raised by the 
frenzied pace of consolidation. 
Nat West decided it had little op- 
tion but to get out altogether. 
"Bancorp could not maintain its 
competitive position long-term 
without further substantial in- 
vestment. We do not believe 
such investment would yield ac- 
ceptable returns." said Lord 
.Alexander. NatWest’s 
chairman. 

FtecL a bank holding com- 
pany, is the lOth-Iargcst bank in 
the LIS. with a market capital- 
isation of SlObn. 



High profile: Janet Jackson , one of PolyGram's biggest assets, on stage 

PolyGram warning 
sends shares into dive 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Musicand film giant PolyGram 
yesterday shocked the City with 
news that its 1995 full-vcar 
earnings would be fiat follow- 
ing disappointing box-office re- 
turns and delays in new album 
releases. 

At least one firm. Warburg, 
downgraded the stock to a hold 
while several analysts revised es- 
timates sharply downward. 

The shares lost 111 guilders in 
Amsterdam to trade as low as 
70 guilders, beforing recovering 
to close at 72.8 (£29.40). 

Company chief executive 
•Alain Levy, credited with Poly- 
Gram's robust growth in recent 
years, said "any creative com- 
pany has seasonal set-backs — 
we have had a cold spell in the 
second half." 


PolyGram has averaged 
annual profit growth of 20 per 
cent since 1990, while growth 
between the second half of 
1993 and the second half of 1994 
was more than 23 per cenL 

Last year, the company made 
738m guilders on turnover of 
S.fihn guilders. In the first half 
of 1995. sales totaled 4bn 
guilders, while net income rose 
20 per cent like for like to 
270m guilders. 

Analysts said the absence of 
a runaway film hit in 1995, to 
match the success of last year's 
Four Weddings and a Funeral , 
helped explain the lacklustre 
profit performance. So far this 
year, the company's biggest 
box-office hits have been French 
hiss, .Vtff. Usual Suspects, Shal- 
low Grave and Carrington. 

On the music from, where Mr 
Levy has been particularly suc- 


cessful in the past, sales of new 
releases have been disappoint- 
ing in the crucial run-up to 
Christmas. Only the Janet Jack- 
son Hits album has managed 
solid sales — although far short 
of 1 994’s Bon Jovi title (8 mil- 
lion in sales), Boyz H Men f8 ' 
million) and The Cranberries (4 
million.) 

A PolyGram spokesperson 
said lhat the 1996 release sched- 
ule was promising, and includ- 
ed new albums from Bryan 
Adams. The Cranberries. Sheryl 
Crow, Sting and U2. 

The film division, where the 
company has focused increas- 
ing management attention, 
could improve in 1996, accord- 
ing to leisure analysts. Sleepers, 
the well-reviewed new Brad 
Pitt movie, and Dead Man Walk- 
ing, starring Sean Penn, arc 
among the likely hits. 
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pick up next year. Gail Foslcr, 
chief economist, said there was 
Htile in recent economic data to 
support a cut in interest rates 
by the Fed. Her comments fol- 
lowed similarly cautious advice 
from the OECD's chief econo- 
mist , Kumiharu Shigehara, 
speaking about the organisa- 
tion's new economic forecasts 
yesterday. ^ would vote for carv 
tioiO he said. , i 
Frank Pusateri, an analyst at 
Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh, 


said: “There is a gdod case to 
be made for wmti^gfor tins bud- 
get atuatioD to be resolved.” 
However, many financial 
market economists believe the 
flawing economy and low in- 
DaSon justify a fafi in the cost 
of borrowing. Ian Harwood of 
Kleinwon Bensret said: “The 
economy is not staring recession 
in the face but the outlook is 
drab and there js do interrup- 
tion of the trend towards lower 
inflation.” 


as home loans 
triple to £900m 


NIC CfCUTTI 

Mounts^ signs ctfabouai^ revival 

win be gjven ftesh impetus today 

with figures expected to show the 

amount pledged by building soci- 
eties to borrowers last month 
tripled to more than £900m. 

The net lending total which 
does not include remortgages, 
is likely to be close to the total . 
of £1 .02bn for November 1994, 
reversing the downward trend 
for most of this year. 

The growth in building soci- 
ety lending, up from a low point 
of £295m in October and £614m 
in September, is part of a set of 
statistics suggesting the market 
is gradually moving off the bot- 
tom of its recessionary dip. 

Halifax and Nationwide 
building societies have both is - 
sued figures for several months 
in a row showing house prices 
creeping upwards: Gary Marsh, 
a manager at the Halifax, said, 
yesterday that the revival was 
likely to continue. 

“We are predicting that , 
house prices wfil rise by about 
2 per cent in 1996, moving up 
a farther 5 percem in 1997 and 
another 5 per cent the follow-, 
mg year," Mr Mush said. 

"Some people wiB swfhal we 
have seen it afibe&npLTlns time 
we have though Gong, and hard . 
and we believe there aie firm 
foiUKialiQos for s^ing there will . 
be a rerival.” . .. . 

Mr Marsh said prices would 
be boosted^ an end to the re- 
cent squeeze oh moomes, caused 
by Government tax increases. 
Continuing drops in the unem- 
ployment ratewffl help fuel a re- 
turn of the “feelgood factor”. . 

The cost of mortgages is also 
more affordable today than it has 
been for years, increasing the po-" 
tential for many existing bor- 
rowers*) cooader tnoyfoghome. 

Repayments oh a . £50,000 
interest-only loan were £545 a 
month in March 1 990. They 
have fallen steadily since then, 
to a new monthly low of £284 
from February next year. 


JFfeat-up demand for homes 
will also help pu& prices up. 
according to the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders, the indus- 
try’s trade body/ The CML 
quoted a Bristol. University 
study suggesting that borne 
ownership could rose from 67 
pet cent of UK households to 
at least 70 pec. cent within 10 
years. 

Ian Shepherdson, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC Gfreenwell, 
said he predicted a more robust 
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£50.000 loan ; 
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growth In bouse prices next 
year, up to 4 per cent. 5 per 
cent in 1997, before tailing off 
toSper pent thefirflbwmsi' e ® r - 
• “There will fcie a lift-off next 
year,, but the problem will be 
the. GeixeraT .Election. A 
Labour Government may push 
. up interest rates in. the imme- 
diate aftermath. Up to then, the 
present Government has a 
strong interest In promoting a 
strong bousing. markeL" 

An additional factor pro- 
moting higber prices would be 
the expected £10bu shares and 
cash “giveaway'Vas more buOd- 
ing societies de-mutualise. 

James Barty, dtief UK econ- 
onust at Deusche Morgan 
Grenfell 'said his estimates 
were for a 225 per cent rise in 
1996, moving to between 4 
and 5 per cent in each of the 
following years: “But the most 
likely upturn will be in housing 
turnover.” . . 


Thomson and Cook 
in crucial truce talks 


^tOGSRS 


A crudal attempt was being 
made last night to resolve the 
fierce row between Thomson, 
the market leading tour oper- 
ator, and Thomas Cook, one of 
the biggest travel agency chains, 
writes John Shepherd. 

A spokeswoman for Thomas 
Ctiok said yesterday that Thom- 
son had initiated the moves to 
try and resolve the row. The row 
was fueDed by Thomson de- 
manding that Thomas Cook 
accept lower co mmission rates 
on its holidays. 

Thomson, which recently 
pulled the plug on its comput- 
erised booking system in all of 
Thomas Cook’s nation-wide 
network of 385 High Street 
shops, refused to comment. 
Thomas Cook has had no op- 


tion but to withdraw Thomson 
brochures from its shelves. 

Failure to reach an amicable 
settlement would hurt both 
companies as the holiday in- 
dustry gears up. for the key 
January to March setting season. 
, More than 10 per cent of 
Thom as Cook’s business conies 
from selling Thomson holidays. 

in tom, Thomas, Cook 
Thomson’s secotiif b igge st cus- 
turner after its csra 650-strong 
chain of Luhn'.Pniy. travel 

reduwhd"th& Thbnms Cbok 
sold almost & jiet cent of the 3 
million holidays that Thomson 
sold in this year’s, winter and 
summer seasons. 

. First Choice results 
Investment column, page 18 



^Pects profit* 


informative: 


With effect from 2 January 1996 the foflpwtng 
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Mortgage Rstf? 


out after 12. March- 1995~with'4io 




interest rate discount) 


Alt loan amounts 


.. Fran To 

yjb&tm 6^%pa 


Equity Rcleaso Loan 


(tor loans taken out after 12 March1?9S' with no interest 
rate discount) 

If a mortgage is heM with First Direct or ho other '. 
mortgage fe outstanding on your property: 


Sh afes ri . 


All loan amounts 


/From:. . To 
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Adventure in US proves anything but a breeze 


‘This retreat from 
American retail 
banking, a venture 
which has cost 
NatWest a small 
fortune to turn round, 
makes strategic 
sense' . 


Tlw» always tempting fate for NatWest to 
*post nght from the outset a £2.7bn price 

5f n ? ?r P\ ils V s . Goldman 

Sachs, the bankas adviser, appears to have 
jet enthusiasm run away with it in explain- 

S!J^ anyb °fy who would listen that 
NatVtet would walk away with a foil price 
from the sale of its US retail arm. The surge 
of banking mega-mergers in America drove 
such expectations. 

In die event the sale was any thin g fan a 
breeze, partly due to NatWesfs keenness 
to tate Mmuefa cash as possible and get out 
me £Z2bn pnce finally paid by Fleet fi- 
nanaal the acquisitive US bank bolding com- 
pany, is a poor one. It is just 1 J times book 
value, rather than the twice that has been 
standard in recent US banking mergers. 

Moreover, the premium is largely con- 
tmned the deferred consideration. That 
the share price rose so surprisingly strong- 
ly yesterday may have something to do with 
the fact that most analysts were barely back 
at their desks from Nat West’s briefing be- 
fore th e ma rket closed. Investors may mk** 
a more critical view when they appreciate the 
dilutive effect on earnings per share for a full 
year, which could be around 10 per cent. 

That said, this retreat from American re- 
tail banking, a venture which has cost 
NatWest a small fortune to turn around, 
makes strategic sense. NatWest has decid- 
ed to abandon those markets and parts of 
the world where it has little prospect of be- 
ing anything but a bit player. 


Shareholders should not bold their breath 
for a generous decision to return the capi- 
tal with a special dividend or a share buy- 
back. Derek Wanless and Lord Alexander 
have other ideas, and have clearly flagged 
their ambitions to strengthen Nat West's UK 
retail position, probably by buying up a life 
insurance mutual. They would also like a re- 
tail fund manager. 

And then there is the ambition to thrust 
NatWest Markets into the global investment 
banking elite by expansion in London and 
New York, notably in corporate finance. That 
is an awful lot of spending opportunity. So 
far, the NatWest team has erred on the side 
of the caution it says is the hallmark of the 
New Age British banker, a sharp contrast to 
the discredited managers of the 1980s who 
threw so much of the c] carers' capital away 
on loss-making overseas investments and 
loans. It is a reputation, however, that still 
needs to be folly earned - and the farther 
the management strays from the UK busi- 
nesses it really knows, the more convincing 
the case itwffl have to make to investors when 
it eventually does spend the money. 

EMU at the mercy 
of intangibles 

f a host of fishy numbers in the OECD 
V^/ forecasts for the next two years, one 
stands out a mile. The French budget deficit 
as a percentage of national output is pro- 


jected at 3 per cent in 1997 - just allowing 
France to squeeze through the Maastricht 
conditions and take part m European mon- 
etary union. The embarrassment of a high- 
er projection from the Paris- based 
imer-govemmenial ihinkiank would have 
been de nop for the French elite who are so 
intent on EMU asa means of containing their 
over- mighty German neighbour. 

The OECD forecast was made after the 
Juppe? plan to slash the social security deficit 
in November, but before the three-week-long 
protests that have only just petered out. Of- 
ficial statisticians calculated on Monday that 
the cost of the first two weeks of strikes 
amounted to 0 J to 0.4 per cent of GDP and 
said that as a result the economy would stall 
in the fatal three months of the year. French 
employers have warned that the repercus- 
sions will continue to be felt in 1996, dreg- 
down growth as firms satisfy demand 
inventories that have been built up, 
rather than from new output 

The OECD is forecasting that the French 
economy will grow by 2.2 per cent in 1996 
- 1 per cent less than it was predicting a year 
ago - and 17 per cent in 1997. Several "Ciiy 
forecasters warn that France will struggle to 
make 1.5 per cent next year. As the OECD 
itself points out, it would only take annual 
growth of 0-5 per cent Jess than its projec- 
tion for the next two years to push the bud- 
get deficit in 1997 up to 3.5 per cent - so 
pushing France into the EMU exclusion zone. 

The OECD's projection for French eco- 


nomic growth is itself tempered by some par- 
ticularly cautious language including the nope 
that Lhe painful Jupp£ plan will be the last 
dose of medicine voters have to swallow. 

Come back Dr Panglass - all is forgiven. 
This dubious reasoning contrasts markedly 
with the OECD's projection of an un- 
changed savings ratio in the UK even 
though that was based on the assumption of 
no fiscal tightening next year. As for lower 
interest rates, everyone agrees they are 
necessary to revive the flagging French 
economy, but as ever, the commitment lo the 
franc fori policy means that France must trail 
in the wake of the German Bundesbank. 

Despite the attempt of European leaders 
to breathe new life into EMU at Madrid, the 
OECD's forecast only goes to show how 
much the project remains at the mercy of in- 
tangibles - consumer confidence in France 
and above ail the outlook for the dollar. A 
renewed strengthening of the German mark 
against the dollar could prove the last straw 
by preventing the much-needed loosening of 
French monetary policy. 

First-class result 
with Stagecoach 

T he Government clearly tikes offering the 
best wine first, at least with rail privati- 
sation. Stagecoach's successful bid for South 
West Trains, the first passenger rail franchise 
to be formally signed, looks a much better 


deal that the critics predicted, both on the 
level of subdisidies agreed and on the as- 
surances given on service levels. 

Operators are bidding not id make a cash 
payment but to receive one. The winners, oth- 
er thing *; being equal, are the companies that 
ask the Government for the lowest level of 
subsidy - in other words, the price for the 
franchises is a negative one. 

The arithmetic is not exactly crystal -clear 
but it looks as if the bid represents a saving 
for the Government of well over £10m a year 
in subsidy compared with the payment to 
British Rail at the moment. If this were re- 
peated across the 24 other franchises that 
are on offer or may eventually be put on Lhe 
block, then it would represent a miraculous 
transformation of the industry’s fiaaaces. 

The Government hopes so. The subsidy 
arithmetic published at the time of the Bud- 
get implied a fall in the overall bill after pri- 
vatisation (although the numbers have been 
deliberately obscured by taking the sale pro- 
ceeds directly into the Department of Trans- 
port’s operating budgets). But it is unlikely 
that all the 25 franchises on offer will attract 
bids for lower rather than higher subsidies. 

Stagecoach brings financial and man- 
agerial rausde to the South West Trains fran- 
chise. which it will need that to cut costs and 
raise drivers' working hours. Conflict with 
the unions is inevitable. Whether the man- 
agement buyouts (hat will win many of Lhe 
other franchises have as much chance of suc- 
cess is another question. 


Coal Investments 
crisis deepens on 
planning setback 


DAVID HELL1ER 

Coal Investments, the troubled 
mining company beaded by 
former British Coal director 
Malcohn Edwards, sank into a 
deeper crisis yesterday as a fur- 
ther setback threatened to de- 
rail its talks with its bankers. 

Just after midday the com- 
pany requested the suspension 
of its shares folkwing the refusal 
of planning permission for a 
planned coal face at Hem 
Heath Colliery, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Although Coal is considering 
£ an appeal against the decision, 
the verdict could have a “sub- 
stantial” effect on profits, said 
analysts, perhaps as much as 10 
percent.' The company's advis- 
ers caBedfor a suspension of the 
shares because they felt unable 
to give ibe market a hasty 
analysis of the decision and 
how it might affect the group's 
negotiations with its bankers. 

"The revenues expected from 
this coal face were fairly fun- 
damental to the financial pro- 
jections on which the banks 
were working,” Andy Quinn, 
from James Capel, one of the 
group's advisers, said last night 
“It’s not the case of there fee- 
ing a lack of confidence. It's just 


that we were not in a position 
to inform the market property.’’ 

The group was in discussions 
with its bankers at a pre- 

temoonat the^o^^ofWBS, 
which along with National 
Westminster Bank and Banque 
lndosuez, bone of the group's 
three lead banks. 

The banks have appointed 
Arthur Andersen, the accoun- 
tants, to give them an inde- 
pendent assessment of the 
company’s prospects and they 
have also appointed a further 
specialised mining analyst. 
Some sources said that Mr 
Edwards would have difficulty 
surviving at the company. 

The Hem Heath setback is 
the latest in a series of upsets 
to hit the company and is bound 
to adversely affect City senti- 
ment as the group struggles to 
get a “rescue” rights issue off the 
ground. The shares were sus- 
pended at 25p. “This is not yet 
critical, but clearly It b not 
good news,” a source dose to 
the company said. 

Since 1 December, the com- 
pany has been reviewing its fi- 
nancial position. That day the 
group’s shares fell 26p to 30p, 
at their low point as investors 


worried about the company's 
ability to continue paying its 
suppliers. 

The group disclosed then 
that it planned a further injec- 
tion of capital to achieve its 
planned level of production. It 
has been to the market three 
times already in the two years 
since it took over parts of 
British Coal. Yesterday the 
company said its interim results 
would be delayed pending clar- 
ification of its financial position. 

Sources said the company, 
which was reported to be rais- 
ing £15m-£25m, may now have 
to try for even more money if 
it can persaude investors to 
put up more cash. 

Coal Investments has already 
said it is trying to strengthen its 
top management team. The 
company has paid deadly for be- 
ing beaten by IUB Mining to the 
best of the British Coal fields. 
When the industry was sold off 
last year, industry observers 
questioned whether RJB, which 
bid £810m for most of the 
fields, had paid too much. 

But RJB has managed to 
pay off a large chunk of its debt 
to its bankers while Coal In- 
vestments has struggled to 
match production targets. 


Out of play: CINVen picks up sporting brands and equipment operation for £300m 



High-powered: Dunlop Slazenger’s brands are used by top sports people 


Companies suffering ‘reform indigestion’ 
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PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The boardroom reforms from 
the Cadbury Committee on 
coiporaie goi’crnance have had 
no positive effect on financial 
performance, according to the 
vast majoritv of respondents to 
a CB1 and Touche Ross survey 
of chairmen and chief execu- 
tives. This was the view of 90 per 
cent of those surveyed. 


The survey also found that 
most companies - 85 per cent 
- want further reforms to cor- 
porate governance to be put on 
bold for two years while the re- 
sults of the Cadbury and Green- 
bury committees are digested. 

the results back the CBTs 
view that companies are suf- 
fering corporate governance 
indigestion and do not want any 
further big changes until there 
is more experience of how the 


existing requirements work. 
Nearly half the respondents - 
42 per cent - singled out par- 
ticular sections of the Cadbury 
code as needing to be changed. 

And more than half- 54 per 
cent - felt that only larger list- 
ed companies should be re- 
quired to comply with all the 
code, with a stronger majority 
of 67 per cent believing it 
should be modified for smaller 
listed companies. 


Sir Bryan Nicholson, CBI 
president, said in a foreword to 
the survey report “We must be 
careful that the wider purpose 
does not gel lost in the detail of 
self-regulation and that neces- 
sary checks and balances against 
abuse do aot undermine the co- 
hesion and entrepreneurial 
drive of the board in its task of 
developing the business.” 
Martin Sriduna, chairman 
of Touche Ross, said: “UK pic 


would like a year or two to col- 
lect and examine the evidence 
as to whether more change is 
necessary." 

He said he was glad that Sir 
Ronald Hampel, chairman of 
1CI and of the successor com- 
mittee lo the Cadbury com- 
mittee on corporate 
governance, had taken full ac- 
count of this need to develop ex- 
perience before considering 
further change. 
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Coats expects profits to dip 

mance of clothing across all its UK actiritie^ w^ho ro e fur- 
nishing volumes and margins did not rerover “ 
shares f c f i In to 169p. The company, which said trading condi- 
%mmnSbdued in 1996, announced tire appointment 
^K^totSSnlsfinaiice director from 1 ApriL fce K cur- 
re^g^pS director of Amereham International. 

How to succeed with joint ventures 

ventures than other factors. a(Vw .Hirip to an interna- 

oil esperase, consultants 

tional survey by j reasons for setting up the ven- 

” d 

ciriring new technology and expertise. 

Vosper shares rise on Navy partnership 

Vtwper Thomycroft shares a^Jt^nn^^m^ycompiSng 
said that Flagship p-irird. had been picked by the Rpyd 

^ ,on g - 

tens partner in Naval Traimng- 

Akbus 

cuiry into Airbus plane orders dto ioi ^sman ^ -we are 
cempany itself was raide executes were not involved, 

aware of the allegations, but 

Yesterday's edition 


The importance of being 
a Treasury wise woman 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

One of three new members of 
the Treasury’s panel of inde- 
pendent forecasters, whose 
names were announced yester- 
day, had an early lesson in the 
prominence the appointment 
can bring. 

Kate Barker, chief economist 
at the CBI, said a further mod- 
est fall in the pound would help 
exporters. 

Her remarks briefly sent the 
pound down by more than half 
a pfennig against tbe mark on 
a day when financial markets 
were nervously awaiting tbe 
US Federal Reserve’s decision 
on interest rates. 

Ms Barker and Bridget 
Roseweli, director of Business 
Strategies, an economic con- 
sultancy, are the first women to 
sit on the panel. The third new 
member is Martin Weale. di- 
rector of the National Institute 
of Economic and Social Re- 
search, an independent re- 
search organisation. 

They join three existing ad- 
visers - Gty economists Tim 
Congdon and Gavyn Davies 
and Professor Patrick Minford 
of Liverpool University - who 



New faces: (from left to right) Bridget Roseweli, direc- 
tor of Business Strategies, Martin Weale, director of an 
independent research body, and Kate Barker of the CBI 


have already been invited to stay 
until the end of 1996. 

The new members broaden 
the ranee of expertise on the 
panel Mr Whale is an academic 
who has receniN joined the Na- 
tional Institute from Cambridge 
University. 

The two women's extensive 
contacts with the business world 
fill the gap left by the departure 
of Andrew Semance. an origi- 
nal panel member, when he 
moved from the CBI to tbe 
London Business School more 
than a year ago. 

Ms Barker said yesterday: “I 
hope to be able to bring a busi- 
ness perspective to the panel. 
Tin pleased lo note that it wdll 
continue to work on policy is- 
sues as well as forecasts of the 
economy. r She worked as 


Ford’s head of economics be- 
fore joining the CBI. 

Ms Roseweli, a co-founder of 
Business Strategies and for- 
mer deputy cm economics at the 
CBI, said she would be able to 
make a contribution on bow 
economic policy affects the re- 
gions. Regional forecasting is 
her firm’s speciality. 

The new members leave the 
panel likely to produce a wide 
range of views about the econ- 
omy. Some o fits previous eight 
meetings have been argumen- 
tative, with opinions ranging 
from Professor Minford - s right- 
wing monetarism to departing 
member Professor Wynne God- 
ley’s Keynesianism. 

Mr Weale said yesterday. “1 
think I’d see myself very much 
as a mainstream economist.’’ 


Amec to 
seek new 
talks 

RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Amec is to seek talks with 
Kvaemer earl}' in the new year 
lo try to ease tensions after their 
bitter takeover battle. But the 
company said further merger 
talks with rival construction 
group Alfred McAipine were 
unlikely. 

Sir Alan Cocks haw. Amec's 
ebairman, yesterday refused to 
blame Kvaemer for the acri- 
monious three week fight, say- 
ing “the hostilities were not 
necessarily of their making". 

Although he declined to 
point the finger of blame. Amec 
is known to have been deeply 
unhappy at the strategy used In* 
Kvaemer's adviser, Brian Kee- 
lan of SBC 'Warburg. 

Kvaemer's tactics, including 
making its first offer final which 
reduced the bid timetable to 21 
days, were seen as very aggres- 
sive and drew criticism from one 
of Amec's institutional share- 
holders, M&G. 

Mr Kcelan's role in Hong 
Kong Land’s purchase of a 
slake in Trafalgar House, and 
his celebrated run-in with Sir 
Alastair Morton, gave him a 
high profile in the ciiy. 

There were suggestions yes- 
terday that the failed bid had 
sparked further discontent 
among the corporate finance 
team that came together with 
the SBC takeover of Warburg. 

However. Kvaemer, which 
said at the start of the bid that 
hostile takeovers were not its 
style, was said to have been sat- 
isfied. “The client is not grum- 
bling. After all the bid nearly 
succeeded," said a spokesman. 

Sir Alan said he fell happy 
with Kvaemer sitting on its 
26.1 per cent stake. “They are 
our largest shareholder and we 
have got to find a way of work- 
ing together." 


Dunlop sold in 
BTR re-focus 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Dunlop Slazenger, owner of 
some of the sporting world's 
strongest brands, was' sold yes- 
terday for £300m. The dispos- 
al is the latest move in a 
clear-out of BTR's peripheral 
businesses as the industrial con- 
glomerate focuses on its man- 
ufacturing operations around 
the world. CINVen, the former 
venture capital arm of the 
British Coal pension fond, is the 
buyer, with the deal expected to 
be finalised early next year. 

The golf balls to tennis rack- 
ets operation was acquired in 
the eariy 19SQs as pari of the 
£549m acquisition of Dunlop's 
sports, leisure, aerospace and 

t rneral products operations. 

rand names include Maxfli 
and Carlton as well as the main 
two lines. In the UK. the busi- 
ness acts as sole distributor of 
Puma products. 

The deal is the second size- 
able purchase by CINVen since 
British Coal sold the business 
to its managers. Last week it 
spent £l79m on the health- 
care division of Compass 
Group. Other buyouts backed 
by the group this year include 
.Automotive Produces for £lSlm 
and Corgi Classics tor£13m. 

For BTR. the deal represents 
the latest stage in a continuing 


focus on its world-wide manu- 
facturing operations. Last 
month it sold Til con, a UK 
quarrying business, to Minorco 
for £J30m and the same com- 
pany's US activities are wide)) 1 
tipped to be on the block. 

Both deals are being used to 
reduce BTR's debts, which have 
been given a sizeable boost by 
the acquisition, announced ear- 
lier in the year, of BTR Nylex, 
the company’s Australian 
subsidiary. 

The tithing up of BTR's port- 
folio marks the end of an era at 
the company, weeks before 
Alan Jackson, its Australian 
chief executive, hands over the 
reins to th e new boss. Ian Stra- 
chan from KTZ. 

BTR's shares were un- 
changed on the news yesterday 
at 316p as the market wailed on 
further details of the disposal. 
There was no indication of 
Dunlop Slazenger's profitabil- 
ity although the business Is un- 
derstood to have improved its 
performance throughout the 
recession. 

Last year, in the face of eco- 
nomic slowdown and a reduc- 
tion in the number of people 
playing tennis, more precisely 
targeted racket lines were 
launched and the cricket oper- 
ation was strengthened by the 
inclusion of clothing and 
footwear in the Slazenger range. 
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OLD NAVmMSt 

N.MTmQ'R ■ On/ CoLnst j Tmc. With time a micwl jspert at air travel, 
pilots and navigators have km£ vicu ed their watch a*, their basic personal 
instrument. Even with today's sophisticated navigation siiellitcs and radio 
beacon.-, “flight computers" like the \mttoif s’* ore still usnl lor routine 
calculations. 

A slide rule of this Lind is built into NUvttimei mechanical chronograph* 
The pilot's sole personal insmimeni. today'- JCMmMEjsi are based on 
a design voted official watch of the Aircraft Owner* & Pilot* Asstoation 
tit I95Z Relentlessly improved since then. \«TriMCSs are totally efficient 
and fascinating to operate while their good looV* remain as unmistakable 
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Moreover. First Choice. like Air- 
fours. is gradually erasing the tradi- 
lionai winter loss made by holiday 
tv.m panics by the acquisition of 
counter-seasonal businesses in Cana- 
da. where the papula a? flies south when 
the snow starts falling and stays at home 
in the summer. 

If First Choice continues as is. there 
is ever: chance it 'Mil show taxable prof- 
its of £25 m this year and earnings per 
>liure of 5.5 p. The div idend is unlikely 
to tv raised from 3.S5p. but a gross yield 
of 7.5 per cent on the shares, which 
trade at ridp. has attractions. 

Growth to slow 
at Eurotherm 


Since Claes Huliman joined as chief ex- 
ecutive of Euro therm five years ago. 
the elect rical components group has 
gone from strength to strength. Pre-tax 
profits have grown at least 25 per cent 
a year since his appointment. The 
.-.hares haw risen more than fivefold. 

Yesterday's results continued the 
trend, although there was a warning 
that the market would be wrong to ex- 
pect such spectacular growth every year. 


This was the first lime in years that 
Eurolherm had not sailed through its 
profit forecasts. 

Pre-tax profits grew In- a thumping 
30 per cent to £34m in the year to 
October, although this was slightly be- 
low some expectations. Sales were up 
16 per cent at XI 95m. 

The growth has been achieved by the 
disposal of peripheral business to con- 
centrate on the manufacture of in- 
dustrial process equipment such as 
temperature controllers. 

Mr Hultman has been rationalising 
manufacturing processes and has in- 
vested £lthn in new machinery during 
the year. Stocks have fallen 5 per cent 

and a steady stream of now products 
has been launched, which should yield 
more benefits in the current year than 
the one just finished. 

Eurolherm has successfully inte- 
grated the American drive manufac- 
turer it acquired this year. With £31m 
of cash, up from L2l"m Inst year, it is 
planning other bolt-on deals. 

Eurotherm has benefited from a 
buoyant market in the past J>5 months. 
The European economies have been 
improving while the plastic industries 
it supplies have also been enjoying ris- 
ing fortunes. Although the current year 
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has started well, with orders up IS per cent 
in the four weeks since the year-end. the 
company felt it was prudent to dampen 
down expectations for the currem year. 
Grow th will he dependent on trading con- 
ditions. the company said, so don’t expect 
these kind of results in perpetuity. 

All downhill 
at Howden 

How clen looked to have put the difficul- 
ties of the early I99fls behind it and the 
Glasgow-based" engineering group saw its 
shares rise steadily as the heavy loss of 1991 
fell out of comparisons. 

.After its well publicised problems sup- 
plying a machine to tunnel under Den- 
mark's Store Belt, the shares fell to a low 
of 30p but had recovered lo I02p by the 
beginning of 1994. 

Since then it has been downhill all the 
way and the decline has accelerated wor- 
ryingh in the past few weeks as it has be- 
wmc increasingly obvious that growth at 
the industrial fans and specialist drilling 
equipment maker has stagnated. Yester- 
day analysts were pointed towards pre-tax 
profits of about 132. 5m. barely above last 
year's £3 1m. after a 4 per cent rise in first- 
half pre-uu profit* to £1 Im and a similar 
rise in earnings per share to 2.6p. 

There are clouds on a number of 
fronts. Germany remains a drag, despite 
an improvement in orders for specialist 
drilling machines. 

There was little demand for tunnel bor- 
ing machines and that division has been 
hived off organisationally so the German 
management ream can improve 
efficiencies. 

In .America, although aerospace and 
processing and packaging equipment 
continued to chip in healthy profits, the 
rate of order intake has slowed as ex- 
penditure plans are postponed or delayed. 
That is a worrying sign for a company as 
cyclical as Howden and goes some- way to 
explaining the lousy rating the market Is 
prepared to assign to the company's 
eamings stream. 

On ihe basis of forecast profits, the 
shares stand on a prospective price/cam- 
ings ratio of only about S at yesterday ’s 
6Sp. up lp. 

That scents harsh given a comfortable 
gearing level, the 26 per cent order in- 
crease ~in the first half-year and an opti- 
mistic 7 per cent dividend increase. 

With a good geographical spread. lower 
exposure to volatile chunky projects and 
a yield of 5 per cent, the shares are sup- 
ported if unexciting. 


Do wnward cast: The OhCD is pessimistic about the Chancellor’s Budget forecasts 
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prnjpeoii. the OECD cut its 
overall growth fureeoM for its 2? 
member cumries. It warned 
(h:it the pace of economic ex- 


1 c .i’>:Jvn!bi;. Ls<ihan naii*ioii could fall still further 

IGr.ncii' !i>!xv.i*i at the if budget deficits are not cur- 
: mc ; hi* Etidgct. >:os the tailed and consumer confidence 
ri e*t;-.ii tij Org-iitisatii'n for remains weak. 

:ic -nomij C< .-operation and The OECD projects that the 
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British economy will expand at 
only 2.4 per cent next year. 
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compared with the 3 per cent 
forecast by the Chancellor. The 
principal reason for the dis- 
agreement is that the OECD is 
less optimistic about the outlook 
for consumer spending next 
year, saving that it will grow bv 
2o percent, little more than this 
y ear. The Treasury is predicting 
a 3.5 per cent increase. 

This “relatively cautious 
view” is mainly because the 
OECD does riot think con- 
sumers will dip into their sav- 
ings to finance expenditure. The 
Treasury thinks the household 
savings ratio will fall by about 

I per cent in 1996. The Trea- 
sury’s forecast also includes 
the effect of tax cuts, estimated 
to add U.6 per cent to the 
growth of real personal dis- 
posable income next year. Nei- 
ther forecast assumed changes 
in interest rates, which were cut 
last week by a quarter per cent. 

The Paris-based think-tank is 
also more pessimistic about the 
outlook for the current account 
balance, which it projects at 

II lbn in 199c. double the fore- 
cast in the Budget. It thinks that 
imports will grow faster than ex- 
ports whereas the Treasury 
thinks the opposite will occur. 

However, the OECD is more 
optimistic about the medium- 
term outlook. By mid-199^. ji 
say*, “the economy couic be 
achieving ‘a soil landing' with 
sustained output growth, ihe un- 
employment rate falling slow [y 
towards it* natural rate, and the 
PSBR on track towards a sus- 
tainable medium-term posi- 
tion. Such a configuration 
would prepare the ground for 
sustained output growth with 
iow inflation in 1997 and be- 
yond.” 

Tlte OECD thinks that the 
UK will narrowly meet the cri- 
terion for budget deficits for el- 
igibility to enter European 
monetary union. Jl predicts a 
deficit. GDP ratio of 2.6 per cent 
in 1?97. just under the thresh- 
old of 3 per cent or less set by 
ihe Maastricht Treaty. 

The OECD now thinks out- 
put will expand by 2.6 per cent 
in 1996 for all 25 member coun- 
tries compared with the 2.9 
per cent it w-js projecting a year 
ago. There his been a siiarp 
downward revision to ib out- 
look for growth in OECD Eu- 
rope from 3.2 to 2.6 per cent. 

Gorman growth in 19% has 
been pushed down from the 5 J 
per cent projected in December 
1994 to 2.4 percent. The French 
economy i> seen as growing at 
2.2 per cenf in ! 9%. compared 
with the forecast 3.2 por cent. 


Even these forecasts will he 
regarded as optimistic by many 
market economists. UBS is 
predicting growth of just 1.5 per 
cent in Germany in 1996 and 
HSBC Markets is forecasting a 
similarly modest rate of ex- 
pansion for France. 

Despite this, the OECD said 
there was only limited scope for 
cuts in German interest rales to 
regalvanise growth in Europe. 
While low inflation and sluggish 
money supply growth pointed to 
a reduction in rates, high wage 
settlements in 1995. planned lax 
cuts and higher capacity utili- 
sation pointed towards a more 
cautious stance. The implication 
is that the Bundesbank’s cut in 
rates last week may be the lost. 

The OECD points to three 
principal downside risks to its 
general outlook for the OECD 
area. A failure lo push through 
budget consolidation, particu- 
larlv in the US. lialv and some 


other European countries, 
"would pul current levels of 
long-term interest rales at risk 
ana threaten the positive effect 
they arc projected lo have on 
private investment’’. 

A second risk would come 
from a renewed weakening in 
the dollar against the yen and 
ihe mark. This would adverse- 
ly affect prospects in Japanand 
Germany. Thirdly, consumer 
confidence could remain shaky, 
leading to higher saving and un- 
dermining the pick-up in con- 
sumer expenditure in Japan 
and Europe. 

The OECD says that EMU 
will highlight the problem of 
malfunctioning labour markets. 
“Since monetary policy will be 
set on the basis of Europe-wide 
conditions, the relative inflexi- 
bility of Europe's labour mar- 
kets’ will present problems for 
the various regions and. in turn, 
for the credibility of policies." 


Trinity spreads wings with £14m buy 

Trinir. Holdings will buy the aircraft and cargo handling division 
of ML Holdings tori 14.25m. The acquisition includes mo main 
operations. Douglas, a UK manufacturer of airport ground sup- 
port equipment and dockside tractors and trailers. Jnd SchopL 
a German maker of trackless mining dumpers and loaders. The 
acquisition is being funded by the issue of 4.3 million new Trin- 
ity shares at 329p in a vendor placing. Trinity already trades in 
the airport equipment sector and the integration ol Douglas and 
Sehopfwith Trinity's Reliance Mercury division will create a busi- 
ness with sales of more than £4t}m. 

Persona acquires Top Log for £20m 

Per Nona, the UK distributor of PC networking and communica- 
ti'TSN products, is to buy Top Log. a Paris-based distributor of l 'nix 
and other network products for £1 9.9m. The deal will he funded 
by a l"-for-2H rights issue at 225p to raise approximately £21.1 m. 
The cash call is to be underwritten by 5i Corporate Finance. Bee- 
son Gregor* i? broker to the issue. The acquisition in effect dou- 
bles the size of Persona in terms of turnover and profit. 

Standard Life pushes into Paris 

A? pari of a continuing push imo the French property market. 
Standard Life has bought the freeholds on three prime office prop- 
erties with ground floor retail space in Paris, the total value of 
the purchase, from AKA. the financial group, is Fr 67i*m 
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some work experience 


The Norwegian plunderers 
safely vanquished. .Amec has 
further cause for satisfaction. 
The construction company 
will not be receiving an in- 
voice from Financial Dynam- 
ics. the ud\ isers it fired just 
da\s before the final bid 
deadline, it is understood 
that Ihe public relations firm 
-which received its marching 
orders for breaching City 
takeover roles - has written 
this one off to biller 
experience. 

Given the short timescale 
of the bid this would never 
have been a big earner for the 
PR firm. The success fee was 
thou chi to be just shy of 
£1!KUMJ0. w-ith the same again 
la be billed for the routine 
work. Still, that is close on 
CQOJJUO down the drain and 
a damaged reputation to 
work on. 

instead, the success lee 
land you can probably add a 
bit on here) goes into’ the 
Dcwe Rogerson bank account 
- money the rival firm will 
doubtless claim was well 
spent given it had to pick up 
the pieces after such a de- 
moralising incident. 

Not bad for five days' work, 
though. 

Barely weeks after it was re- 
vealed that the author Tom 
Clancy had lost SI. mu lo a 
con man he met ai a baseball 
game comes new:; that many 
of New York's top models 
have been similarly hood- 
winked. David Weil. 33. and 
Peter Bucchieri. 35. are 
charged with fleecing up to 30 
of the nation's most-exposed 
women t some as young as 15 1 
of Sim through their Star 
Capital M:uiagement firm. 

Many of the models - who 
earn up to S-W.H ),00ri a year - 
were referred to Star by the 
prestigious Elite agency. The 
women thought their money 
was being invested. But the 
adv isers had used it to buy 
Porsche* and pay substantial 
lax bills. 

Abu would have thought that 
a mobile bank - which started 



One of the more enduring refrains in popular mnsic surfaces 
again - namely the long-running dispute between the Sixties 
pop group. The Hollies < above i. and their one-time bass gui- 
tarist. Eric Haydock. Mr Hay dock, who plucked for the hand 
between 1962 and 1966. is on the wrong end of a writ from his 
ei ergreen contemporaries who are seeking to prevent him 
land bis new hand) suggesting that they are in any way con- 
nected with The Hollies. 

Sixties buffs may think they have beard this all hefore. .And 
indeed they have, the Hollies, who still record as a unit, have 
already won a similar action with undisclosed damages. .And 
the so licit or representing The Hollies? One Brian Eagles. 


life as a converted coach and 
ran to a published timetable 
in remote rural areas - would 
haw been a sitting duck to 
anyone with a sawn-uff shot- 
gun and u hole in his pocket. 
But Midland assures us that it 
is now 25 years since its dealv 
un-wheels service has been 
operating in Lincolnshire. 
Cornwall and Wales and 
there has nut been a single 
unsavoury incident. Someone 
did once mistake it for u bus. 
But (hat appears to he it. 

“Of course they are now 
modern armour-plated vehi- 
cles." says a Midland 
spokesman, adding that Se- 
curicor vans tend to cam a 
lot more cash (in case any vil- 
lains are reading). 

Today's offering in our pre- 
Christmas week series of 


great executives and their 
words of wisdom come* from 
Sir Anthony Gill, the former 
chairman of Lucas Industries. 
The advice is to Alicia 
Bishop, an lS-y ear-old pupil 
who is about to leave Heath- 
field school in Ascot. 

-Understand the meaning 
of integrity ." writes bir An- 
thony. ‘'Commit to ii and live 
by it - but do not expect al- 
ways to find it in others." 

Heavyweight siutf. indeed. 
And with more ihan a touch 
of piquancy. You will recall 
that it came as something of a 
shock to Sir .Anthony c«* dis- 
cover that one ol his integral 
US operations had been falsi- 
fying lest certificates for air- 
craft landing gear - a practice 
that cost Lucas squillions of 
dollars in damages and much 
loss of reputation. . 


£6S2m Glaxo disposal 
chips at debt mountain 


NIGEL COPE 

Glaxo Wellcome is off-loading 
another unwanted chunk of 
the old Wellcome empire with 
the sale of Wellcome'* cough 
and cold cure interests 7o 
Warner Lambert of the United 
Stales for SI. lbn (£6S2m). 

The drugs giam is selling its 
slake in the Warner Wellcome 
joint venture, which includes the 
cough mixtures Actifed and 
Sudafed. as well as the analgesic. 
Calpol. However, the deal does 
not include medicines such as 
Beconasc hay-fever treatment 
and Zovirax cold sore cream. 

The deal is tbe latest in a 
siring of cuts at Wellcome. It fol- 
lows the decision in June to 
close Welkome s research and 
development facility in Beck- 
enham. Kent, which employed 
I.50U staff. In September it an- 
nounced a £1.2bn cost-culting 
programme that would mean 
the loss of 7.500 jobs. 


Of these, 1.700 will go in the 
UK. A further l.pno will be lost 
from the go *up's research and 
development facilities by 19%. 

Aesrerday's sale will reduce 
Glaxo 's debt mountain, which 
stood at £3.5bn following the 
£ g bn acquisition of Wellcome in 
March. It i> expected to pay- 
down the debt a year caiiier 
than forecast and be cash-pos- 
itive by the end of 1998. 

Steve Plag, pharmaceuticals 
analyst at Nat West Securities, 
said: 'It's a good deal because 
it pay* down debt and gets rid 
of seasonal products that were 
in mature markets.” 

Glaxo Wellcome said: “It 
shows we are focusing on de- 
veloping prescription medi- 
cines. and also developing 
medicines when they come off 
prescription and become avail- 
able over the counter." 

Sir Richard Sykes, chief ex- 
ecutive. said the new structure 
represented a “simplified rela- 


tionship" that would enable 
the company lo emu’ent rare- 
on research-based prescription 
products. 

Welkome had signed a joint 
venture agreement with Warner 
Lamberfrn 1993 under the 
name Warner Wellcome Con- 
sumer Healthcare. The deal 
included brands such a* Lis- 
icrinc and Sinulab. 

Glaxo had signed a similar 
joint venture with Whmer Lam- 
bert a year earlier. The agree- 
ment covered brands such Is the 
Zantac heartburn relief treat- 
ment. Glaxo s share ot Warner 
Wellcome s pre-tax profit was 
£38m last year. Its share of not 
assets stood at £23ra, 

Glaxo Welleome's shares fell 
7p to 878p yesterday. The com- 
pany will continue lo manufac- 
ture OTC products at its 
manufacturing sites to meet 
existing contracts with Warner 
Lambert. These agreements 
last until 1999. 


BANK OF SCOTLAND 

INTEREST RATE CHANGE 

With effect from 19th December 1995, interest rates 
payable on the undemoted accounts have changed. 




. Gross% J 

£250,000 and above ' 6,00 
£100,000 to £249,999 5.0 0 
£25,000 to £99.999 4.75 ■ 

£2^00 to £24,999 4.00 

£100,000 and above 5.00 

£25 725 
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£2,500 to £24,999 . ." 
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CFNTREBANK DIVISION 

•Grow - The annual rate of mterest payable without the deduction of basic rate income fax 
to eligible non tax-pavers. Interest payable monthly. Interest rates subject to variation. 
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___ market report/shares 

Fears of meltdown give way to a British Gas fantasy Mtoli'M 
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The feared meltdown failed to 
materialise despite a volatile 
New York display and, it could 
be argued, the stock market 
was so relieved it indulged in 
one of the most fanciful take- 
over dreams of the year. 

The fll-starred British Gas, 
annpIeLe with chief executive 
Cednc Brown, became the 
centre of attraction as stories 

flowed that a takeover bid - no- 
body bothered to discover 
whether it was supposed to be 
friendly or hostile - was being 
prepared. 

British Petroleum, which 
has had its problems with 
Westminster, and Shell were 
the names in the frame. 

In heavy trading Gas, in a 
wilting market, rose 10-5p to 
239 JSp with some of the more 
perceptive pouters prepared to 
venture a modest flutter on the 
story. 

The arrival of merchant 
banker Kenneth Gardener as 
the man charged with trying to 


renegotitate Gas's onerous 
take-or-pay North Sea con- 
tracts could, it was argued in 
some quarters, be responsible 
for the price advance. 

But with Mr. Gardener fac- 
ing a daunting task the hectic 
share trading seemed to lend 
itself to a more short-term ex- 
planation. 

With Gas valued at more 
than £10bn a predator would 
need considerable ammuni- 
tion. BE down 7pat 519p, and 
Shell, off 8p at 834p, have the 
necessary fire power. 

The rest of the market spent 
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the day fretting about New 
York after the dramatic 
overnight 100 point-plus 
slump. But with Wall Street re- 
fusing to panic, at least during 
London trading, the FT-SE 
100 index ended a containable 
192 points lower at 3.576.9. At 
one time it was off 37.6. 

Even so, in Lhe past three 
trading days, traditionally a 
jolly time for the market, Jfoot- 


sie has lost 94.7 points. Volume 
was surprisingly high although 
most investors, big and small, 
were prepared to sit on the 
sidelines. 

TVvo big deals, in National 
Power and National Grid, bal- 
looned turnover. 

NP, up 2p at 429p, engaged 
in a 57 mfllion share buy-in 
through Cazenove. It paid 
428p. The exercise means NP 
has cut its capital by 12 per cent 
this year which should en- 
hance earnings per share by up 
to 3 per cent. 

Grid shaded lp to 199p as 
Salomon Brothers successful- 
ly placed another tranche of 
the LIS owned South Western 
Electricity's shareholding. 


The shares, 25 million of 
them, were placed at a profit 
at 199p. PowerGen drew com- 
fort from the share deluge, 
gaining 12p to SI4p. 

Legal & General, the insur- 
ance group, came to life in late 
trading as National Westmin- 
ster Bank sold its US operation 
for S3-56bn. 

N aiWest is expected to 
move quickly to disgorge its 
new-found riches ana L&G is 
one of the market's favourite 
candidates to collect a bid 
from the hank. 

It gamed 3p to 669p and 
NatWest 19.5p to 649p. 

Profit warnings took their 
toil. Counanlds Textiles fell 
24p to 373p; Coates Vfr-ella, 


with a message that was less 
bleak than many feared, 
shaded lp to 169p‘. Cautious 
comments from W Canning, 
the chemical group, left the 
shares ISp weaker at 212p. 

Tarmac gained 4.5p to 
109 Jp on SBC Warburg sup- 
port and Norcros continued to 
gather suppon on hopes it is 
about to sell its packaging 
side: the shares rose 3p to 87p. 

The day's newcomers bad 
mixed fortunes. Century Inns 
ended at 1 18-5p against a 120p 
placing price. Polyuuuc, the 
bio-pharmaceutical company, 
touched 152p but found the 
so ggy state of the market too 
much and bad to settle for a 
129p close a gains t a lOOp plac- 
ing. Publisher Rushmere 
Wynne traded at 32* p. 

BTG fell 30p to l,075p as 
some of its early investors 
placed 556.500 shares at l,Q5Qp 
with institutions through KJein- 
wort Benson. 

Bardon, the aggregates 


group, was firm at 33p in busy' 
trading. The shares are well be- 
low perceived asset value and 
there is talk of corporate ac- 
tion. 

Vodafone edged 32>p higher 
to 21 lp helped by director 
buying. 

Edward Peett acquired 
100,000 Shares at 2D9p, lifting 
his interest to 293,000. 

Stagecoach, awarded the 
first British Rail franchise, ad- 
vanced 1 lp to 293p and Vosper 
Thorn ey croft, on a naval con- 
tract, progressed 16p to 803p. 

Capitol, the specialist secu- 
rity group, held at 126p after 
a small companies fund ac- 
quired alO per cent stake from 
directors Ken Dulieu and 
Robert Gatenby at 123p. 

Sleepy Kids, the animated 
cartoon group with the 
Duchess of York's Budgie 
character in its portfolio, shad- 
ed to 39p as Williams de Broe, 
forecasting profits of £lm for 
the year just ended, said buy. 


D Severfiek) Reeve; the 
Structural engineer, has won 
a contract for steel work at a 
new Siemens plant in North 
Tyneside, lifting its order 
book to £l2m. 

It has recovered strongly 
from the impact of the reces- 
sion and stockbroker BeU 
Lawrie White is looking for 
profits this year of £2m with 
£2L6m pencilled in for next 
year. The shares, at I55p, are 
at a peak. 

□ Dawsongroup, the truck 
rental and cold store group, 
has fallen from a 343p peak 
this year. 

A sale at 270p, thought to be 
by an institution, has created 
unease and the shares shaded 
7.5p to 287.5p. 

In August, reporting record 
profits, the group sounded a 
cautionary note and doubts 
are being expressed whether 
market estimates of up to 
£13m will be met. 
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Man changes partners at owners request 



GRES WOOD 

John Hales makes toys for a liv- 
ing* but as far as at least one 
man is concerned this Christ- 
mas, the resemblance Lo Santa 
Obus ends there. Tony Dobbin, 
stable jockey to Gordon Rich- 
ards,. learned yesterday that 
despite his recovery from a re- 
cent injury. Hales has insisted 
that Richard Dunwoody will 
ride One Man, the favourite in 
the King George VI Chase’ at 
Kempt on Park on Boxing Day. 

Richards had previously in- 


swte <| that as long as Dobbin 
was fit. One Man was his ride 
but m a brief statement yester- 
day, the trainer said: "Richard 
pun woody rides One Man. It 
is the owner’s decision." 

Dunwoody is riding as well 
as at any time in his outstand- 
ing career, and only four days 
ago rode Richards's Ungraded 
Missile to success in the Bet- 
te rware Cup at Ascot despite 
a mistake at the last fence 
which appeared to have cost 
him any chance. He is also a 
veteran of two King George 
victories on another grey 
Desert Orchid. 


“There were concerns on my 
part that Tony Dobbin would 
have relumed to race-riding 
only a little over one week pri- 
or to the big race," Hales said. 
“I also took into consideration 
that it would be the first time 
in the King George for both 
horse and rider. 

“With such a talented young 
horse, it may be wiser on this oc- 
casion to call on the experience 
and ability of Richard Dun- 
woody who has ridden in this 
race on many occasions. In 
normal circumstances we are 
very happy lo have Tony Dob- 
bin as our jockey, and look for- 




Piggott’s rare words lack 
the fire of Duke’s portrait 


ward 10 him riding One Man in 
his next race." 

Dobbin made no comment 
after yesterday's news, although 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Earlymoming Light 
(Hexham 1 - 30 ) 

NB: Nlcklup 
(Ludlow IAS) 

there are few greater snubs for 
a stable-jockey than to lose the 
ride on the yard's best horse in 
one of the season's most im- 
portant races. "He's obviously 
upsei and disappointed." 


Richard Hale. Dobbin's agent, 
said "As far as he is concerned 
he is fit. but the owner doesn't 
see it that way. But he has been 
told that whatever happens in 
the King George, be will still ride 
One Man in the Gold Cup." 

Dunwoody is undoubtedly 
one of the finest riders ever to 
pul a horse at an obstacle, but 
some punters will inevitably 
feel that Dobbin has been poor- 
ly treated. The reaction of the 
Kempton crowd if One Man 
prevails may be instructive. 

One Man was one of 12 hors- 
es left in the King George at yes- 
terday's declaration stage. All 


the leading bookmakers cut his 
odds after" yesterday news, and 
he is now a 2-1 chance with 
William Hill to cany on at 
Kempton where he left off in 
Haydock's Tommy Whittle 
Chase earlier this month, when 
a series of spectacular leaps took 
him well clear of a useful field. 

In Dobbin's absence, he was 
partnered at Haydock by Mark 
Dwyer, but Dobbin was aboard 
both for his successful season- 
al debut, and the most impor- 
tant victory of his career to 
date, in the 1994 Hennessv 
Gold Cup at Newbury. 

Bradbury Star, runner-up in 
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^Fbr many who have come into the tao- 
"ituro orbit of Lester Piggott, it will 
come as something of a surprise that 
he has managed a 280-page autobi- 
ography. ff his normal verbal output 
is a guide, he must have started writ- 
ing this book at about the time Nev- 
er Say Die was a foaL 

The trouble with Pi ggo tt is we have 
. heard it an before, but for the anoraks 
who cannot geL enough of the great 
man there is new material here, the 
minutiae that even the tabloids have 
noi bothered to whip up into a Pig- 
gott story. The trifling details, espe- 
cially of the family working-holidays, 
are everywhere and the tome stops 
just short of recording the names of 
overdue library books Lester re- 
turned late over the years. 

There has been a lot of research 
done by somebody here. The riding 
record that concludes Lester, The Au- 
tobiography Of Lester Piggott (Par- 
tridge Press, £16.99) informs that the 
jockey rode 4,493 domestic Flat win- 
ners. and he seems to mention just 
about all of them in the main body 
of text. 

A great constant in ihe hook is Pig- 
eon's relationship with the press. Tape 
recorders and notebooks nave been 
under the man's nose daily as much 
as stubble, and the methods of some 
mean Piggott thinks of ail (Pieter 
O'Sullevan excepted, it appears) as 
vile serpents from the deep. 

The press are also involved in per- 
haps the most inglorious moment of 
David Nicholsons career when, al- 
most a war ago, he became involved 
in a fracas with Edward Whitaker, the 



Richard Edmondson 

finds some characters 
hard to recognise in a 
surfeit of biographies 

racecourse photographer. In The 
Duke, the Autobiography of Champi- 
on Trainer David Nicholson (Hodder 
& Stoughton. £18.99) he does not 
shirk discussing the incident, but it is 
lo be hoped his fuzzy recollection of 
events that day is not mirrored else- 
where in the book. 

For Jonothan Powell has really 
got the Duke talking. The man is all 
in here: the survivor, the snob, the 
great loyalist, the bully, the champi- 
on trainer. The foreword is by The 
Princess Royal and if she is just a frac- 
tion as humorous, humble and intel- 
ligent as portrayed by the Duke then 
the nation is in’ good bands with the 
Windsors. 

The possession of impregnable 
self-belief is a feature of many great 
sporting winners and Nicholson is no 
different- He defers only to his father. 


Frenchie, and gives the impression he 
could have an argument with the fel- 
low in front of him while he is having 
a shave. 

But whatever he is, David Nichol- 
son is our leading trainer. It is a great 
measure of this book that it details pre- 
cisely the man we have as our stan- 
dard bearer. 

The same cannot be said of Paddy 
Mullins, the Master Of Doninga (Main- 
stream Publishing, £14.99), the biog- 
raphy of one of Ireland's legendary 
figures. M ullins has a bad word for no- 
one and you half expect a line such 
as “met that Satan at Roscommon the 
other day- Nice chap”. 

It is hardly typical of the man. This 
reporter's first contact with him was 
met with a volley of blue abuse so 
fierce that the priest would have had 
to talcR a flask and sleeping bag to the 
trainer’s next confessional. 

Nevertheless. Mullins’s is a charm- 
ing story of a boy who learned to swim 
in the River Barrow with bull rushes 
tied together by twine as buoyancy and 
later swam in the most turbulent wa- 
ters of Irish National Hunt racing. 

The happiest recollection is Hurry 
Harriet’s success in the 1973 Cham- 
pion Stakes, after which Mullins 
showed racecourse delight for perhaps 
the only time in his life. Connections 
may have gauged their vicioiy was un- 
expected when invited to a winners' 
reception that had catered for 50. 
There were three of Lhem. 

The great sadness is that what 
should have been Mullins’s greatest 
moment touches him elsewhere emo- 
tionally. When Dawn Run won the 
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Charlie Swan gets a kicking after being dumped by Dancing Paddy at Nottingham in February and the 
moment is captired by Phil Smith's camera for the racing yearbook he has produced with Simon Holt 


Gold Cup in 1986 it was a day when 
the population of an entire nation 
seemed to squeeze joyously into 
Cheltenham's winners’’ enclosure. 
Mullins, though, felt a strange empti- 
ness as his son Tony had been “jocked 
off" ihe ride. Worse was to follow 
when Dawn Run’s owner. Charmian 
Hill, derided “the mare" should run 
in the French Champion Hurdle. 
Mullins was against the idea and his 


thoughts are aired in the chapter en- 
titled "Death In Paris". 

The Independent's former raring 
correspondent John Karter is quick 
off Ihe mark with Frankie Dettori, the 
illustrated biography ( Headline Book 
Publishing £17.99)’ while another for- 
mer holder of the post, Paul Hayward, 
helped out on Willie Carson. Up 
Front (Stanley Paul. £8.99). The 
Scot's frighteningly frank autobiog- 


• 'V3v.' -iv' 

•• •• -"t 

• •• A--.--. 




UNGFELD 

12. DO: j. SXMMR T? Hughes* wts few 
2. Errant 13-& 3. Rafflo* Rooster 25-1. 
9 ran. 6. 2- A (Mar Gay Xeeeaay, New- 
xi-w. Tatar £2w & £130. 0-10, CLIO. 
iiF. i-lL. CSF: L2J83. Tito: £830. ISt La 
Fjcttc 10 L3 Sa frets t lAtli 

jiw - y -run RM 4 applies lo afl 

fea. aesuasr :?£©■« ff* pound; 

12.30: L MSS PICKPOCKET iMVM&omj 
6 -: Ml-. 2 . Bontoa «I"Or 33-1. 3. bnptagtoo 
S ntn. r._ •» rreSewsy. Nenifnar- 
hit T» r£lK £i.3C.£2.50.DF:£ZLa0. 
CSF: £&£,. 

1.00: 1 SUPER ROCKY iH Sasaman) 9- 
2 2. Ofitaot Dynasty 11-1: 3. Cbetoty Ctnp- 
py 7-2 fjv 10 ran. 1 - 1- - (R Rasumar, 
rots: L4.VJ-, £1 30. £3.00. 

■ ■ 4C CST: £-a £7. Trcasr 

1 an - 1. BUBBLE: WINGS ,VH ftwdsj - 
2 - Ftas* Fruit Dotty 6-d )t tor. 3. 
Avast* 6 - : 10 ran. 3. IS W«rfs, 

VO'tvyve* jatK ££ VS. £120. £4-40. 
£1.50. . or £.43 CSF: £1134. Tro: 
LZX 

2.00: i. RENOWN S Sarc»5. IS-fl: 2. 
NnahHowi NoSpeecHes.5- 

4 7 ran. i ’ « a-i-a Hjr-Tjson. 
i^yi job: £4.7 Cr £2-50, £130. OF: £5.00 
CSr-- £7 21 

230: 1. KRYSTAL MAX HfcrOBlcy Hani 
9 ^ 2 . 2 . 7)bw Ciasb 3 4 ia.: 3. DanciQE Jack 
.v ■ s ran. re. ~ Bs*nr . T^irsiv). Tola: 
ts'ij £4-50. £3JG. S2-40. Or: £3.40. CSF: 
U’.W. 7-ssszlTi 5S. 

3.00 - L BROUGHTONS FORMULA (j 
VV>.*WJ 13^5 Mr.: 2- booN Gold 12 1; 3. 
jUa4AM»Mov 21-11 11 can. n*. 7. f.V MuSr 
W". VtcWt'. Tote: £230: £1.10. 
£333 a.-i- OF; LI®. 7D. CSF: L1&65. Tn- 
-ai - "re: £7? SZ. UP. Csi Me At>. 

lackjafc £9.89930 X3>t won; (MOi ci 
i : : . i k rys amts » L«aw» tocayi. 

Quadpob £4 70. PtacepoC i? .00. 

Place 6: £4 .12. Place S: £391. 

SOUTHWELL 

12.45: 1. ARCTIC UfE rj Oiborrw, L3-8 
•?. 2. Broad Oattock & 1.2- Unde Bert 
r-- 8 ran- 11. y JIWIIB, Rayswii. Take: 
■ r y f — o . -ISO £130 DR £73C. CSF: 
£74.95. 

- m- j. COOLREE .A P iXCao 9-4: 2. 
Mekott 1C1- 3. UsatoMWran 20- 
P5ran.?-5 'a- Cel: S^er 4. 20. 

4 8fW7 Tata: £2.70; 

£S.S=L £3 SC or £730. CSF. £4839. 

* L4K 1. VWGGiO C-3 '-£**£ 12 1; 2. 

wr^ftraRS- 

£133. . Dr: £18.70. 
cor- £j6.5i £io.:v 

2.15; 1. nXTUK£SSECRETARV (A 

tsarc: 4 -r vr.- 2 . Aatrak 

£430. CJi -J 7 - £9, 0nv 

2.45.-LIJBWDO 

2 . nefOcn BUCftanan :-7:3. Drtwnerona- 
7 r.G*an.iT.6. s ‘-jmemru Lafnctum. 

7MK_£2 e.'. Of: J-10- CST: 

3jjt x. rxntBt eratass* 

13 -S tar. 2 .X* - 

12 l.nna.Sr.’c.Z'-z. 

Tote SS.S5. £iae£LSfc £3.20- 
zr -TS7 £74 •£' Tnc KZ. illl OO. 

QnaMat: LS.TO. Ptacepet £3.13 
Place 6: P« M* 5- 70 

THF 1\nKPEVP E>«I 
Horse Racing _ 
0S39-- HI 171 
Commentary 0839 - 111 175 
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TULL RESULTS S J 5 V i C i 

089 1-1 68- 1 g-g . 


LUDLOW 


1245B8rrybeh 
US Mutual Trust 
0-45 GoWenswtft 


HYPERION 

205 The Caumrue (nb) 
2-45 Golden Maifambo 
3i5 SBver Shred 


GOINS: Good 10 Firm. 

■ Kftla-hnnri cuuwe. Chase coon« has -*»rper benda than hunJks* enurve- 
|| isX of town off .VIP. Lmllow mhojr jwhJoii nierdonl - StremKhury tine) 

Jja. Al)^— *r'N: CUth £14 ( acrompaniL-d under-IBs freej; TUcnolla SB: Course IS. 
CAB PARK: Free. 


■ LEADING TUUNEBS WITH HCNKEBS; St Pipe — 10 winners from 7 1 runners Rives 
a Micros nuki of '£] .1% and a loss lo a SI love) audM of £2.88; K Bailey — 14 winner-. 
~il runners, 273ft, +510.40; P Hobbs — 10 winners. 4B runners, 20.44k, +52.20; T 
Forster — 10 winners, M runners. 1734b. -524.62. 

■ LEADING JOCKBISe R Dunwoody — 18 wnneis, 5S ndo*, 32.74^ +£26.13; A Maguire 
— 14 winners, 79 ndes, I7.74t,-52330;N U PBaiM BS i — 12 winners, 78 ndca, 13.4H, 
-5 18-98: J Osborne — 9 winners, -16 ndes, 204k, -41238. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE HTNNEKS: Tklory AalArin ( 1.151 •enll SO nukei by PC2»riu- from A*J>- 
bumluin. E SomexEreef ( 12.4S) 165 miles by BCnros trooi Woodeuc, London. 

| i0 o E [ TANNERS CAM CONDITIONALS SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,400 2m Sf 110yds Pen Value 
£1,958 

1 PT03fa PRECIOUS JUntU) (CO) Mss BMupnjrtGOwte-JBWsejlO BFeatan 

2 CX2VP31 BAJWI^ [13)(D)[TMMBna<MnejVV&»*a*Tw6U 13 RManyP) 

3 R221-30 COilMAN«araOC2J(DiawUurse8)BH(X«E581111 T Dareomta (3) 

t OWPCP B006E BOWER tS8)(«aitnPpeRaongCbtt( If R|»61013 B Moore (7] 

5 5P0 HWffl HONO DESI8NB1 (7) (Group 1 Raang il99*t LBfl A Janes 3 10 13 — S Jorms {6 ] 

b CKS3P BU3W KNBHT plj IR A B BraBeyi J feacock T ID 12 

7 WS ISES |33) (HJSRacngJR Qjras310 10 — fl Crane ( 5 ) 

8 40l(U6 PQBONG 1W0 (USA] (3^ W A TV«tDn4)»red N T«atnvDwes 4 10 8 DWafahp) 

9 OOOW4J HAPPV DEAL (2E ;FE B Precce 9 104 GHopn 

10 345W0 reWRIH CT (BB DaseC R Poce 9 10 2 GeqflMto 

11 OOP-53P QUICK DEBSWN 001 iMisEKtearelJJOBSBwIIA JDO BTomsy 

12 0&001-P DAHCADA (28) (D) ^ Raong) A Canal TWO DI«W 

13 000 HORSETBAOSt (U) Uonn W UerecHU B Ba^i 3 10 0 PMctnq0Mh 

U 066-303 US BRAND {13} 1A.W A *M Ra»g QjB U3 J M Bradley 6 10 0 RJofren 

15 00-33PO DRAGONUBT Eli iD XXvfX F KrCan 5 100 SCwren 

16 P4B SIYUSH BLAKE (IS] 0 tt*ey! R H(Sra!iead 6 ID 0 MW Mart* (S) 

- 16 declared - 

.Urunurn wejfic 10sL True .lanatan *t&ns: Qu* DtxbJw. Damtads W X3 *l ttoseoaderfisr 11A 
Ss Gr^rd 9s ICS DrapreriS! 9a 90. SWlft BUM 9a S®. 

BEjIWKt 3-1 Banjtten, 5-1 CanotanchorD, B-l ttt Grand. 8-1 UM beet 12-i Fractoui 

Jooo, M-l RaSw 16-1 «*»» 

MSto S» Wow 5 12 0 T 11-2 m G U lumart 14 ran 

\A 4 51 TANNERS CHAMPAGNE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 

| i ■ ! ft | £5,000 added 3m Peiralty value £3,436 

. HB3-5& p£TTY B8BG£ (33} pi (CT 5R £ Borscni A James 11 12 0 AMa0kre 

2 rrvm w»TDAL TRUST p3j (PJ iMat Bwdng) P HoMn 1111 12 — — 3 I toniey (31 

X arm . i NX3UIP (821 Una: Cktiwrl T Feme* 6 11 5 — — —AttaretoB 

4 202314- COASTMC (420) fThe Sesream Parrel lG&^91010 — APjjg ** 

5 P3P4P-5 OPAL’S TENSPOT (71 (0) lUiaJwMakesJ iM ftailqrS 102 R Jotauoo P) 

6 W1U-53 AUCESWTHU3) 

7 344423 UIHWW AKIHQ* 1131 P Gray LmSaJl PCSarteSlOO RFatoBaW 

a KAR425 raffiROVE pn (Mis C W Uotoon) H Pnce 9 ID 0 WaaEJinnes(7) 

-Sdadaml- 

MMrum aei?ic lOsL frw namfiesp >*&«: Wc«0' ^ ^ _ 

B£TnN£ &4 Mddkp, 7-2 Hn&ai TimA S-l PtOf 2M&. Wrtpfy Anfliem Aj CpakSkBr 10-lASea 
SnOh. 12-1 OsreTk TrawpoL 20-1 otbsa 

1994: ro conwpancmg race 


FORM GLIDE 

The fifth oT Petty Bridge's five srraign: avis laar season was an easy defeat of Wiksfrvd at 
Hereford. Thai is some form. &-1 he new afl 3fter that ann has done notiwvg in two runs 
tn® season (he was naif a m4e hehmd vvatsford at Cheltenham lasj timel, whereas 
MUTUAL TRUST nas reiamed tie form we* after wtonmg he find Wo suns. He did not 
ha* suffic fem pace to nang on \o m6 kad against Strong Memcne and Fito Concord over 
three turtongs less a: chekenham last nme and will he Uener sorted by today's Wee 
miles. Mddup has woo onh once m her Iasi 11 starts, a record she may hare improved 
or with better junpmg. Stewima much better roind man her four opponents when 
nwdong a wirwwig return ai Towcesfer ias month and conies vwt imo the reckoning on 
only lib fkffier marv. but she need ia out m a fault-free round. Aflce Smith won a 
hurdte race nere two seasons ago and ied tram the wdh last when winning the routes' 
hand leap chase over uw course and usance on this card 12 months ago. Thai came 
only nr«e days after her distant fourth to Comer Bay at Warwich. so mere is every chance 
of her leaving her recent third to Ceram Angie at T aim on where sne was being nigged 
dong some irey from home ben.ns with her tow weighL Victory Anthem would hare been 
a dear second to easy winner Manerea at Fat-enham last ome if he had not betted the 
fourth last and lost a tat of ground. Whether mat s good enough e another matter and 
CooattnR. returrimg after almost 14 months ofl. nas as g»d a chance as he won first 
nme out last year Selection: MUTUAL TRUST 

i A cl H0H3IST MNACUR EBF MARES IW NOVICE HURDLE (QUAL- 
■ L ^*\ IFER) (CLASS E) £3300 2m 5f 110yds Pen VBtaie £2368 

1 242F-14 CADJH GWS £2j ID4 (Bf) 'U 1‘JUtece;' K Chase fi 11 5 DfinneS«l(71 

2 QG151 G0U3ENSWT [2Gt (D) .Mrs £ ■ r J#ng5U5 A P McCoy 

3 040 CaHWBK298}7..TSG~ *“ ureamMo5i012 .W Humphreys 

4 5 CHOKE BAR (50) 1 -*> f Hosbs 5 10 12 ... PHer Hobbs 

5 00 HOT DOS (23) iP-> -‘niWi R Sormrrar. 5 ID 12 — ! LHanrty 

6 0 JAUNTY JUNE (l£i TAs .' H £ EcrJey'i B Edfley 4 10 12 MMtftoW 

7 6PP6 KELTS FKXE (S21 /Rai BouKern Mrs H ParniO 5 ID 12 PMpHutfrre [7) 

S 000-220 XOCYS PR0M5E (IS) IG A Lmixrf C Pocftam 4 ID 12 .T Dascnatoa (5) 

9 BKNE1AVE (62J rB B htoffl O SnM 5 JO 12. JMwma 

10 NMTURE MOODY [P Rfichensi P Rflchena i 10 12 ATwy 

11 6-aiXi MUSICAL VOCATION (IB 'D fbwar.l B Preare 4 10 12 GHofiaaO) 

12 06 QUMAfi(3^ It FW Bucharri hBnley ; 10 12 JT&nreoedy 

13 000001- STORMY PETREl (264) ff.bs A M MacErer) P Vtotoyp 6 10 12 P»to 

BEJTINQ: 6-4 SoMansritt, 5-2 Menelare, 4-lQtti Gtas, 8-1 Stormy Petrel. 10-1 Kao's Promtae. 
US-1 Choke Bar, 204. CerUnen. 25-1 others 
1994: no caresponoing race 

FORM GUIDE 

Ir&h pam-to-poiirt winner GOLDENSHrtFT has been purmg thai expenence 10 goed use 
over hurdles « ms country ms season ana won tor the second time when givwrg Clash 
Of Cymbals 15ib at Newbury Iasi tone. The ground may hare been a on too lesimg tor her 
when only fifth behind King Gireeach at Newton Abbek the time before, but she bounced 
bach n gpod style at Newbuy and ml lake ail the beating again. CaRtn Gtas’s chance of 
foil owing iqi her Towcesior wm met wnh a sertwch when she was hampered three out and 
only fourth behind Daring King at Fontweli. While she me* noi hare won. she would 
cenasnty have finished a lot closer and wont be loo far away in this befler race. Like 
GofOerswitt. Hsmbve has pemt-to-pevre form in Ireland and was also placed in three 
tampers there. She showed mprored lom on her latest start when runner-up to HUison 
at Tipperary and, wnh the torn of ihe others bang far from unbearable, it e more than 
possible sne cotft} make a rnn/ung son oier hurdles. Oro 10 wnon n the benmg Koo's 
Promise ran no race at a9 ai Exeter last nme. possibly because of Ihe much softer 
ground. She had shown prorrtse m tun eanrer starts there and nnghi run mto a place. 
Choice Bar was staying on mealy when fifth In a bumper at Exeter on her introduction 
and could well Hare a tonre ai this game -Selection: G0LDENSW1FT 

In TANNERS WffttS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £6300 added 
1 ^ i 2m Penalty Value £4,566 

1 51-1613 HBlE Bi ROSE (27] (P) IM 0 UcMdtan) M McMffin 9 11 7 JRKBMB0I 

2 0041405 AL SHEET (USA) (43) (fl J Prcei R Pna 9 11 2. PkUM0*n 

3 034 -FP B0R0H2L(7](Rd^i 4K0Ci^r®w611 3 JfeMHmdl 

4 1F3334 HAVE A MGHICAP (131 IR A U Raoeouces Lbfi N Ddmoasn 6 11 3 -IFTitev 

5 22205 HUGH DAMELS (4S) (M Epf»wei B Preeee 7 11 3 GHoBbi 

6 2363-U2 MANABOUmtEHOUSE fBI If car* P feweyi G Tlwncf 8 11 3 RJohrmn 

7 P60&TO OllnO DUCKETT (7) (M'S J Sureboaaml Mrs J Stoebononi 6 113 MrJJefcas 

8 05«03 PtiSEY STREET BOV (13) CP Marks ifcwburyn J Bosley 811 3 MBotiey 

9 0-3433 1 BOWL PRWT (16) J.kss J V.' Mur 6 11 3 MRktanfs 

ID RB3-50 SmURUN P2I IB G S Raong Partnatfuo) J EB««tfe6 11 3 TJ«*s 

11 301C4-1 THE0A1MUE CU) (TbeOn The FLji Ffannerduri & BaUng 7 113 — A P McCoy 


13 0O3OJ5- WtHBE'S WBUE (FR} (2991 -Davn Ij'^n'. N iMSt^-Cwi & o 11 5 £ LiemeByn 

13 DANIES DELIGHT tS) iP ! K*S' B Jjres ' 10 1? — . MAFfcgen*! 

14 00333' MOST MERESIWG (5G9J Bower, u teres 10 10 17 -S McNedl 

-24 dedarmf - 

BETTING: 3-llke Caumrue. 7-2 RereEn Rose, 5-1 Manaboutthehcrae. 6-1 Rcy^ Pont. 10-1 Have 
A Nightcap. Sigma Rua. Where's WTUa. 12-1 others 
IBM: Monoav DublOLlfS UrNeA 21 ■) Tvtti 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

THE CAUMRUE would preler cut underfoot pot sWI has Dtontt gang for mm. He -.ityi an 
Irish point io point m 1993. lavmg a four and fire year-olds' maiden at hiimuc^ndge, sa 
mien well process as a chaser. He gamer,, rea: Spots View. w»v> stirnit ms chance o> 
runging, left, in a 2m n harvdicao hurdle « Taunton 13 days ago and n contiderce ir. me 
saddle & important- ■‘.ho better to have on ,cu' soe ;r»n Tony McCoy Royal Prim woie 
be tne best part of a stone beret o« with The Caumrue m a handicap cv?r hvirdlet. but 
he could swi gp wen because re was third and dosing .■.hen a lOm-fence toner m Bone 
Setter's course and distance chase IS davs ago. Rave En Rose did noi appreciate the 
Kempton fences when srrtb io Re* To The Rescue mere m Norembei. but sne r>as ».r*r. 
chases at Herelord and Marker Rasen true, season and aiso deserves praoe tor an eight 
lengths' third to Falmouth Bov at Taunton tas; ijmc Hove A Nl^itcap tbenreo The 
Caumrue ai Taunton I has pnevtoush faked ' i Shme over tonus, but Manahoutthehouse. 
though snu a maiden, has the form lo win a chase Selection: THE CAUMRUE 

10 AG I TANNERS BURGUNDY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 
CL1ZJ added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3^)74 

1 30-111P ffi2-AWAY(20)(\a.aikiMm£Pahra«re;5iTFc»sre'61110_— A P McCoy 

7 431/m- MASra? am. (ZSflj |CJ OX 0»s to W Ijutong' M SneRFC 12 U 5 -Mr J M PitWrenl 

3 1223 P0WD9I BOY |13l iDw Hurtotf' R Hx&s 10 11 P R Drowoody 

4 21-1212 GOLDEN UKUAMBO (29) (CD] IT P Fnoerxs+fcv*ri F *ycar. 9 109 — . J Lodder 

5 23&513 RUPPIES (33) (Cl itore ntfie Be C Ha®«) M uopman 6 IP P ._. W Worthington i 

6 y-Mll mao' AGAIN (23j (RchoJti Weeks' C Pxasn 6 10 9- .TDascorabe (5) , 

7 P23243 UBCS AN MX (KZ) (IB) iMicnzel A Kngtvh Vis J ftr^ree-Baws & 10 4 R Greene ' 

8 J54-PPP BALLAD RULSt (429 fWoorSrea flk-irastenhoe' Lie’ P Phirrvjrc P 10 0 .. Jt kkoon 131 

9 04P-04F MOWS JAY 0^ LI A Coven & Ihoinei 6 10 0 -BPOMfl 

-Bdectowl- 

Mikmurn 10a True iwntfcap nearer. BeflAi Sst St. Mon»$ jbt Bu '» 

BETTING: 94 Qohton ttodtembo, 7-2 Eaz-Away. Mine's An Ace. 7-1 Lucky A*a«. &-1 Rupples. 10- 
1 Hatter Eryt, 12-1 Powder Boy, 29-lotiien 
1994: Percy SnoEetl 6 10 0 S Magurt 4-1 iP NColsar.i 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Eoz-Away was disappomting ai Windsor three weeks ago on r*s first ron since ^uninf Tim 
Foreter from Ireland. Ear-Avvay showed WOC’esHve torm over fences ihrou^yi trc' sun-imer 
and perhaps he simply needed the Y.Tndsor run. aJthougri n couW also be that his current 
hanchoao mart, t, uw high. Here he must grre 15to i& golden MADJAMBO .vho nas 
shckin a ikung lor this course and also looked ail over a winner at Hunungdon las *ime 
until tadng -jn die nm-in and collared by Soio Ger.L Fram> Joidari s rune-year-oid was me 
comiortawe nrrrj-ier of a chase here nvo weeks eaifier and looks like being a better chase.- 
man ne was a nurtSer. Maste Eryl nas done wit m pom 1 , to points and nunie r chases 
and managed to beat WiKl iiius-on and 13 other* -ww the course and dLsrance las; 
R&ruaiy . Mine's An Ace seems torced bv his form figures arid Lucky Again *, jumping 
Hires cause for concern. Powder Boy may be best over further and Rupples seems, mote 
Of a two-mser Setectloir. GOLDEN klAD.lAJi'BO 

O f c| TANNERS CLARET 'NH* NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E> £2300 
_ ' added 2m Penalty Value £Z374 

1 6£ ALPHA LEA7T@t (28) [rtgn Roost Roarg) LGra^j> 1 10 12 R Dunwoody 

2 CMJ COUVALL 123] itts Yvorew ASsapi R Atoop 4 io 12 Mr MOnel 

3 2-PO DfVWER (19) tPsier OdUdi I Baknng 6 10 12 G Brodey 

4 5162d raBSHWI2J}'MrsjPBssai lEtxardiolDU R Johnson 3] 

5 cres JNHTilAOE (35) (G J OBmoeran' A tiamtwtam C Id 12 9Ptwol 

6 00U MID BOY 133) (A J M Noms' U Cnacrren - 1C' 12 WWWthft^ton 

7 DO ROYAL SLVER Q3| ,Bt*igmjn Homes UC 1 T Feme 1 10 17 A P McCoy 

& 3-10 SUCCOIASH ua (Punesr Heet lrEasrear.' rt HevKT-y “ in 11' M A Ficgeau 

9 01-0 WYNBEHG (34) i MrsDFnctXtM Ca»I FtK«r 11017 „ A Manure 

IB 1-2S YOim RISK (19) iTVe Steret Be^i S ta«s»r, j 10 12 - _-.J0sS«™ 

11 OHO B00LAV0GUE |14| iNoea fJurch)i 0 ONetf 5 IB 7 - VStetttfj 

12 CtXH. HANDY U P Pnca. P Free 4 1(1 T _ . ...P McLougttl 

13 06034-0 HYD3HIA (42) -Mis T 0 Wkngure kin T Pifteigcm 5 10 7 .GHofiNiQ] 

14 14-2 SSJASt SHRED (14) fBFl ,0 M Beresfcrei M Pice 4 10 7 D Bhrigwoter 

-14 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 SBver Stood, 7-2 Suxotaata, 5-1 Feldspar. 5-1 Yosr Risk, 8-1 Wynberg. 10-1 Other* 
1994: T* % tag 5 11 5 J Ryan 35 1 1 Mss L Shady* 13 ran 


HEXHAM 



HYPERION 

1230 SUNDERLAND ECHO (nap) LOO Bold Ac- 
count 3-30 Eariymomlf^ Light 200 Go(drmre 
2-30 East* Joker SCO Rachael’s Owen 3-30 Tul- 
Ivmvrrv To ff 

GOING: Good (Good to Soft tn pfacrsT. 

■ Ijrfi-hand imdubttnji cow Smi-tn o* 

5 rtomse to «» minor road An S or Hexham. H«hw" 
Vn yfriaa rw^ Chib 59; Paddock 5G(OAft>i4T.CAR PARK: Free. 

jpag~j RAC8W 

| )CMANI«. 

nWRKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None- 

=Ssss=wss«ss= 

]fi6 raxifs i g Mm ^ lumbinan from Loroh. Uncs. 

^NORTHERN ELECTRIC CHARITY NOViS 
1230 HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^00 2m 

7~ — — .^■Mgtirrwn MjsiGaodSikiw4 110 — LWyer 

2 ^ ^SSjhSVtS 

■S . ^^iMUTg mi r.y. A Kaugnor a 11 0 II Foster 

S ^ 

13 WS. "JgJgjs UU0NE tn. UV ** 610 9 — * Rod “ p} 

BEnWfc ^ "fr** 


5-1 Duke Of Perth. 


nr-Kffl HOLUf NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E)£2£00 
l 1 * 0 ^ added 3m 

1 0-1 BOU) ACCOUNT (25) (D) G U kfoare 5 11 5 JI Bentley 

2 2215FH CHDWHL CURDIB® (IB M H Esaeitiy 5 11 5 — LUVyor 

3 40044-1 SEBBA MADRONA |4Q p) Ms 4 Sunosik 9 11 0 J RsAdb 

4 03 AVOWWCT (44) J j OW1 5 10 li RM0Bnth[7) 

5 02W) B&OdEY FOUNTAIN (25) i H Johns* 7 10 12 Jto^i Toytar 

G OOP- CABLET LAD (326) G Fkhsnb 7 10 12 ADobbki 

7 0 CHSRT STO* M LLl»1¥i 6 ID 12 T DMd 

s G DOJjONS SBtDQE (*4) J J tTNMS 6 10 IT A Roche (3) 

9 631D 33 GERMAN LKS® (Sfl) (O^ 0 Larnh 5 10 12AHmmen(7) 

l£l 05- SMfB) ENIW (Z28| Ms M ftowley 5 10 12 RHodffs 

11 54CP-P JUST FDR K£(1B4) J S Moore 6 10 12 DHsntaGO 

12 KBMARE RMS R Cains 5 10 12 PNhnn 

13 4P4> KHMK(27)M9SMMA^i51D12 M Foster 

14 0 MAMCA (29) M Date 5 10 12 NSatU 

15 CM POUR GALE R2|W Reed 6 10 12 M Moloney 

16 POUTKALKSSU FMurta0i4 1012 B storey 

17 55 RANDOM IMG (88) JWaoe 5 10 12 D Ryan (7) 

IS 04DC ROBAM CZ7) S leedbetter 5 10 12 Nlaach 

19 PP ANOIHB»BBL(2UJH*Hre6107 FUJlflrffl 

20 l L 02 COfiMOITf p3) A Ttwnsan B ID 7 D Patter O) 

21 F36-3 PEP 0 DAT (32) J L Ewe 4 io 7 OPaan 

22 6OUSU0 RASCALLY(12)ME6 L&ddal5lD 7 RGDrHtty 

- 22 declared - 

BEmNG: T-4 CbapanB Ourtatne, 7J Bold AesoobL 8-1 Siena Madmaa. 
12-1 Oread EMiy, Peep O Day, 14-1 DHok BMie. 19-1 ottera 

( 1 ttAl ROAST TURKEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
li“li E) £4,000 added 2m 4f UOydS 

1 42233P GOOHAMONA (GO) Rt J Bewfey 9 11 G GlaaQ) 

2 13F334 mHDGE{U)|D)MisJBKmn9 114 — ECaBa0WO(S) 

3 0005-3F CHIEF IUIDEH (25) J Wade 7 U B ASSmBt 

i 11832-4 CMLUMND HD N Byorfi 6 11 0 — __-R Saiftt* 

5 5 CHOBIYBB)MisASiwbarti5no 1 Itoatotore 

6 & cOBBIAiaiEBt (2^ Mas M lU^n 5 11 D— flttaol Bueet 

7 6045-15 BEWKY (22) GM MooreS 110 — IC*C» 

B 443-F22 EARUMOBMBC UCHT (28) G Rctttrot 6 11 0 — ADottta 

9 34004-Q BDSEMANpfl)FWWon7110 MrARabm 

Ifl 441-504 IIASIHt OF TB0Y(1B)C Patter T 110 — —DFBftefO) 
11 4APP31- MWEOFA BUt«« (305) JMArflasori 5110 DDuto 


12 3530-82 SOLBA (271 C Pader 6 11 0 B Storey 

13 22233P- BEAUCHAIW SMCE (277) Mb5 Ekamat € 109 

J*r K Whetao (5) 

14 E643P F SACARO BELLE (22) A Cm h 109 -PWa&rtt 

15 CF4-U2 SOLLY CAY (32) IBF) G Ftaia* 6 10 9 BHanfin«[3l 

- 15 riedamd - 

BETTING: 11-4 Scflty Cay, 7-2 EartyBionkng Light. 9-1 Moreedl A Gunner, 
7-1 CMaf Raider, Destoy, B-l Sotoa. 12-1 otters 

9'n’nl MISTLETOE CONDITIONALS SELUNG 
HPCAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2300 3m 

1 GtSO-3 IHE UJ IQtBta LORO g6| (C| IteLVftRgtl 9 12 Ofl Lae 

2 05P- ABBEY LAMP (2£Q) JH Johnson 5 11 12 5HMfth{3| 

3 3000)6 HAliGHIDN LAD 08) J Parses 6 11 11 J» UeCartty (5) 

4 2FJCY44 DAStMAB (22) J 5 Moore G LI & 8Hanto« 

5 0029-23 NEW CHARGES (231 PBeaumcrtS 11 6 .B Grattan tf I 

5 32 -1344 TONTS FEOBIGS (40* (0) T Dyer 7 11 8 A Linton (S) 

7 AXXSU5 AURORA LAD (22) M Hammoncft 124 RBms(5) 

8 16-3223 GOUMBE (28) (C) (BF) W Tsmne i 11 2 — _J> Packer 

9 PPK6- SAND KMG (247) *4ss L v Russel & 10 12,. F Leahy 

10 5000CO THARSIS (2)(D) V» Smsh 10 10 11 ..5Taytef3) 

11 300698 MGH R9HME (32) J Qienn 7 ID 19 XCNb^tan 

12 ama circle boy tisiw seme w — RUcGraUioi 

13 OPCO-to BTT0O6JDC LAD (lfl Mrs S Ausir, 5 100 . £ Husband 

14 OOQr RARE PADDY (G02)BRnh»ell 6 100 OCaUDO) 

15 FWXLP UURAK4Y(4<qj Ha»nes 5 100 .MIMoyOl 

-35 declared - 

t&rmrvm' IOsl Tnje lurfrap wages, (tore faddy 9st 33tb. Utrasai jet 9tt. 
BETTBIG: 4-1 Hem Cbarje*, 92 Tony’s Faafiags, 9J Abbey Lsntpi Cbsh- 
mar, GoUndro, 7-1 The Lau$dn£ Lard, B-l Auore Led, 10-1 omere 

O Ofi | SANTA CLAUS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4j000 added 3m If 

1 P540-P0 MAAOWDOO (4) N ChamOWan 8 1^ 0 JHaningp) 

2 14123P WffA (7)(CD) G ftefiart 7 11 13 AEMtaa 

3 521111- MAK RAM (207] (CD) D EtUv ID 11 9 ichbtfna 

£ ffiLUF EAS8rJ0KSI(G) (O (BOS NM 7117 

5 (21422- GOUBI mXE (S35) 1 Oher 7 11 5 B Storey 

8 FFPS33- MCONCUJSIVE (214 hks S Branad 8 11 0 JBnU 

5 41TO06 GAUVWfS) PS) (CO) T Otfi 9 IP 8 ..TReed 

8 F0«J^ 1UKMraJU0W(lB)JWaaeeiO8 ... ASStett 


9 0PUP-60 UIW MMSIRB. (25) C Pars* 10 ID 7 . _ D Parker (31 

10 F 4206-5 GUNAETAL BOY (23) IDt Mcs L V R-S95* 11 10 5..C Lee (3) 

U 55iPl-5 JBDDa (3Q J Henero 7 10 3 Rfchard Guest 

IT &U231 IRISH GEM (2B1 (CO) P tewvrt P 10 2 R Supple 

13 416300 POTATO HAN (141 IQ P Urr, u 10 0 MrKWbeLan 151 

-13dedaned - 

MMmom lefa^rc 30sL T.ve ranoiuc ire^l Po'Jio Map 9k 4jj. 

BETIMG: 9-1 EaNqr Joker, 4-1 blsh Gent 11-2 Mnfa, 6-1 M*Pc Ran. 5- 
1 Thdnr FeOow, 19-1 Golden Fiddle. 12-1 Jendee. 14-1 ottere 

ST NICHOLAS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 

pj £ 3^0 added 2m 

1 152226 HfiMCE H T GEDB6E (S4) Iff) fits L Sggai 6 11 12 .P Hucn 

2 S640- ANOTHBJ FOUNIAPJ (305) .1 Dotn y 11 10 B Storey 

3 SlWR-C MRS JAWLEYFONDQO) (CD) CS.t>o> T 11 9. it Itmger 

4 5'4-103 EMNY (14) Id i ijtiin 6 11 £ jj Dwyer 

5 500403- SCARBA (235) (CO) J M JtfftMon 7 11 6 ..BDaWs 

6 261201 RACHAa-S OWEN (28) tCDt I Dyer 5 11 3. _ LlVVa 

7 53P5CC- SASKWS HERO B89) (DU 8 ii o ..D Byrne 

-7dacLnd- 

BETTWG: 94 RadieeTBOwen. ll-4Ertny.3-l Searba, 5-1 (nnoeent Gaoree. 
12-1 SaskU's Hreo, 14-3 B*s MeytortL 19-1 Another FMBtaln. 

n tgn l LEVY BOARD INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1300 added 2m 

1 03 B0WL4ND5 COUNTRY l44| GKtiVxy? - 11 4. NSendey 

2 0G6 CHAIN UME (IS) J SynsWy all i_ MMotoney 

3 4 CORBLfil (28) S Bel 5 11 4 NSnuh 

-i 05 MEESONS OIPRESS (16) D EcA 5 II 4 _S Storey 

5 NAUiaiS THE TTOD V hsnvrtro 4 U Mr C Banner (31 

6 MVER WIH L Lung) 5 11 -1 FPwnto(3] 

7 TARTAN Mn j S fJbore 4 Hi ..8Ha«S^Ol 

8 022 THE 5HTCHER (7)L Lun& 5 11 4 . TRaed 

9 3 TULUMUtiffTDFF(22) JU.Iefiersa;--: U 4 M Dwyer 

10 0 UKHVGBeC2)MHEwj5U4 . .. .RBbbj(7) 

11 0 DffiOT RVMBt (21i Mr: SStvc 5 10 13 - RVfl«naon(7) 

12 5 MY MtSSUI (SB) P CacvftP’. 5 10 lr HrCIMhaB 

13 G RDBE (12) ton 5 LBtynar 5 II 1 1. : .._JMeir«>fiB 

14 0-5 SUimi^NYWJNCfiarttMnSlO^ J9*sCMete3fcf7) 

-14 dadared- 

BETTKG; 3-1 Rtvsr N3I6. 7-2 Tuflyttaary Tofl. 9-2 Die attflier, 5-1 Baw- 
tonda Cotreti}, 8-1 Corbtu, S-l MMfiw Tbe Hart, 12-1 ttters 



ort 


ihe King George two years ago, 
was the most notable absentee 
after yesterday's declarations, 
and the dozen remaining names 
appear to represent one of ihe 
best fields for ihe Boxing Day 
showpiece for several years. 
Barton Bank, a fuller ai the Iasi 
with ihe race ai his mercy 12 
months ago. is 3-1 second 
favourite with Hills, who then 
bet: 4-1 Merry Gale. 7-1 Dublin 
Flyer. 14-1 Algan. last years 
winner, and Val D’Alene. Id- 1 
Coulton, 20-1 Book Of Music. 
25-1 Brief Gale. Monsieur Le 
Cure. Young Hustler, 33-1 
Egypt Mill Prince. 


raphy in collaboration with Brough 
Sccui is now out in paperback. 

The picture books include Phil 
Smith and Simon Holt’s Racing \iar- \ 
book (available hv post from Paddock 
Books. PO Box 5572. Newhurv. 
RG2U 9YL. Tel: 01635 254492. £25 ). 
in which Smith has enlisted photo- 
graphic help from his fellow talent- 
ed snappers Dan Abraham and 
Philippa Gilchrist. 


Annual 
award 
goes to 
Monty 


Colin Montgomerie has been 
named the Johnnie Walker 
Golfer of the Year for 1995. 
Montgomerie won ihe Volvo 
Tour Order of Merit for a third 
successive season, was a mem- 
ber of the victorious European 
Ryder Cup side, helped Scot- 
land lift (he Alfred Dunhill 
Cup and equalled the lowest to- 
tal in a major championship be- 
fore losing a play-off for the US 
PGA title to the Australian, 
Sieve Elkingum. 

“I am absolutely delighted 
with the year I've had and to 
have this recognition from 
Johnnie \Valker~and the golf 
writers is the icing on the cake," 
Montgomerie said yesterday. 

“People rightly questioned 
ray decision at the end of last 
year to change the clubs 1 was 
playing with ]he switched from 
Wilson io Callaway), but 1 knew- 
what 1 was doing and it's nice 
to have Lhe results to prove it. 
OK. 1 didn't accomplish my top 
target for the year - a major - 
but 1 could not gel any closer. 
Hopefully, it’s just a matter of 
Lime." 

He spared a thought for Sam 
Torrance, the man he pipped for 
topping the money list by one 
stroke - a three-foot putt he 
holed to finish second in the sea- 
son-ending Volvo Masters at 
Valderrama. “Sam and I had a 
fabulous competition all year. 1 
enjiTj-ed Lhe contest and I've huge 
respect for him. He had a hell 
of a year and was unlucky not to 
win the Order of Merit. He shot 
the best round on the last day of 
lhe season, finished third and 
made me fight all the way." 

Torrance. 42 and in his 25lh 
season on the circuit, had three 
victories to Montgomerie's two 
in the Order of Merit race, but 
Montgomerie also had four 
runners-up finishes and in his 
20 counting tournaments 
earned no fewer than 14 top- 10 
cheques. Torrance played in 
six more events and was runner- 
up each lime Montgomerie 
won. but had two fewer top-10 
finishes. The pair dominated the 
season - Montgomerie finish- 
ing with nearly £ 1.4m worldwide 
3nd Torrance more than tl.lm. 

The last player to win the Or- 
der of Merit three years in a row 
was Seve Ballesteros, from 
1976-7S. The only player lo 
win four limes in a row was Pe- 
ter Oosterhuis. from 1971-74. 


Britain 
fired up 
for Test 

Hockey 

BILL COLW1LL 


Great Britain go into this morn- 
ing's first Test against Egypt in 
Cairo in buoyant mood follow- 
ing their 5-2 win on Monday 
against Egtpt Air. a side which 
included eight current interna- 
tionals. 

Particularly satisfying was 
the fact lhal four of the coals 
came from open play and that 
Britain also created numerous 
penalty-corner chances. David 
Whittle, the manager, said yes- 
terday. '■'Ihe squad played some 
attractive hockey, creating 
many chances, hut most im- 
portantly we blew the cobwebs 
away very nicely.” 

Jason Lasleti. Britain's cap- 
tain. added: "Egypt Air were 
very fasL skilful and a lively side. 
I fell ours was a promising per- 
formance.” No injuries have 
been reported, so today's start- 
ing line-up is expected io be the 
same as for Monday’s game, 
with no place for Southgate's 
Soma Singh. England's captain 
in last summer's European Cup. 

With Kalbir Takher playing 
w ell in the centre-half position. 
Singh will have to contest one 
of (he full-back positions, which 
on current form are occupied by 
Reading's Jon Wyatt alongside 
Julian Halls. Up from. Lasleti 
seems to have settled for the 
inside-left role, with Russell 
Garcia earning his chance at in- 
side righL 

Britain have won their onlv 
two previous encounters against 
the Egyptians, both 24). with the 
last being at the Barcelona 
Olympics. 

Recently. Egypt finished sec- 
ond to South .Africa in the 
African Gaines and with the 
temperature expected to be 
above the 2ftC mark. Egypt 
will he formidable opposition. 
The teams play again tomorrow’. 

GREAT BRITAIN; S Mason (Firedraressi; J 
Wyatt ineatr^i. J Hails iCW lojanontarst: 
G Fonnam .rictriiiif.'. Ka&ttr Takher 
iCr^ock.. S Haztttt frtoarvy-.jn.i; c Mayer 
•c aiw-. R Garcia l?slo Barwrona.TR 

Thompson •'howtom. J Lastett i1«awjan. 
S9K) ■ N Thompson ;Oa Lw^ronans..W. 

stttut®s:Dl«A«M£as‘iGmis'eaa. chi c 

Gdec ■ L i3-.an*,. Sooa Singh, J Shaw ibofr 
SDuttgKCr. D Hall •.Gvi'afonJi, 




\ 





sport 

Martin and llott set for 



Cricket 


The element of surprise might 
have gone bul Peier Martin and 
Mark IlotL unexpected choic- 
es to lead England's pace attack 
into the third Test, seem likely 
to have another crack at the 
Soulh Africans. 

The seven wickets they shared 
as the home side were bowled 
out for 225 in that truncated 
match seems to have kept them 
ahead of Angus Fraser and De- 
von Malcolm as the selectors 


prepare to pick their side for the 
fourth Test in Port Elizabeth, 
which starts on Boxing Day. 

They have been included in 
today’s team to face a Students' 
XI at Pietermaritzburg with 
Fraser and Malcolm again omit- 
ted The three-day contest is 
England's last fixture before the 
Test and Ray Illingworth, the 
team manager, sakt "Wb'U prob- 
ably pick the Test side from these 
1 1 players plus Dominic Cork.’’ 

Cork, certain to face South 
Africa next week, has been 
rested to give Mike Witddnson 


a chance in case England decide 
they need a second spinner in 
Port Elizabeth. 

As expected, Jason Gallian 
goes straight into the team hav- 
ing just completed an arduous 
30-hour journey from Pakistan. 
It has yet to be derided whether 
he wifi open with Mike Ather- 
ton. his Lancashire team-mate, 
or bat at No 3. 

“I feel a bit wobbly but I’m 
looking forward to ’it," said 
Gallian, who was culled up 
from the A Tour to replace the 
injured John Crawley. 


England's problem over the 
World Cup squad has been 
sorted out, with the organisers 
accepting that the preliminary 
squad of 20 can be changed un- 
til the 20 January deadline. 

Originally, when the TCCB 
submitted 20 names, it merely 
added the four stand-by men - 
Neil Fairbrolher, Neil Smith, 
Dermot Reeve and Steven 
Rhodes - to the squad in South 
Africa, but the organisers in- 
sisted that the final 14 had to be 
selected from the preliminary 20. 

However, yesterday a TCCB 


spokesman, Richard Little, said: 
“W: have had a tetter saying the 
original request for a prelimi- 
nary squad was for administra- 
tion purposes only, but they 
would like us to get nearer the 
final squad that we are going to 
select rather than just give them 
20 names. 

"So as far as we are con- 
cerned until the final 14 goes in, 
round about 20 January, then 
we are not restricted in any 
shape or form.” 

Returning to domestic mat- 
ters, little also said the TCCB 


aims to restrict the rmmbers of 
overseas players with, dual qual- 
ifications from playing county 
cricket. 

At last week’s winter meet- 
ing, it revealed that players 
such as Gloucestershire’s An- 
drew Symonds, who has dual 
English and Australian qualifi- 
cations, but has not yet ap- 
peared for either country, will 
have to sign a declaration stat- 
ing : “I declare dial it is not ray 
desire or intention to play crick- 
et for any country outside the 
European Union and accord- 


jnrfv I wifi dot ri?y and ! am not 
seeking, and w21 not seek to. 
qualify to play cricket at any lev- 
el for any siich country. . 

It wfll have to be signed at the 
start of every season from next 


wfl] not registered by £ 
TCCB to play first-class crick- 
et in this country. , • 
little said* “If a player refuses 
to sign it we won’t register him 
as a counw.cridreter. fi the play- 
er regards it as a restraint of 
trade and wants to take us to- 
court that is entirely up to him 


as^indhidual are quite 
Jtamy tor ir ro be tested inlaw. 
^Little, emphasised the hard 
fine beiiadflptedtw the Board 
when he- addett “If a player 
signed; the declaration then 
half-wav tfarosgh'the season 
broke tfeagt^nent th© Oke- 
fy outcome, would be that we 
would refuse to register him as 
an~ overseas pfctyw. w 
quest seasons.*’ -. 


BOLAND <» Sfaxm mr : M. Wrtwgw. 

Irt, r K its&oSK M C Mtt 


Nelson has 


his eye on 
Hamed 



James Reed visits Accra to meet a 
Ghanaian hero and veteran champion 


At night \isions of fights kept 
him awake. To cure his insom- 
nia he would rise silently, touch 
his wife. Peggy, tenderly on the 

head and leave the bedroom to 
stand by his boxing glove- 
shaped " pool, his "adoring 
huskies at his side. 

“When I can't sleep I walk to 
the gym and train. Then 1 sleep 
wclfbecause I'm a man of ac- 
tion." remembered Ghana's 
Azumah Nelson, now 37. who 
ended his lS-momh exile from 
the sport on 1 December by 
winning the World Boxing 
Council super-featherweight 
title from Gaby Ruelas. It was 
the boxing shock of the rear and 
made every midnight walk to his 
private gym worthwhile. 

Nelson is now looking for one 
or two more fights before finally 
retiring to his "spacious bunga- 
low in the Achimotu district of 
Accra. His home is protected by 
a high wall, several hands and 
his incongruous pet huskies. 

“I want money because glo- 
ry is no good to an old man like 
me. I need money for my fam- 
ily and there are some very 
good fights waiting for me." 
Nelson said last week in Lon- 
don after talks with Naseem 
Hamed’s promoter. Frank 
VV&rren. The talks were amiable 
but nothing was signed. There 
is also a suggestion that the 
.American "promoter. Bob 
.Arum, a man noted for his abil- 
ity to bring waning parties to- 
gether. is keen to match Nelson 
against the golden boy of 
American boxing. Oscar de la 
Hoya. Nelson will choose when 
the sums are right. 

The African already has glo- 
ry. his position as a folk hero in 
Ghana is permanent. Outside 
Nelson's home hawkers gather 
in expectation. "Champ, 
champ." they eagerly chant each 
rime he drives in arid out. They 
offer bags of water, fruit and flip- 
flops. ifie professor, as Nelson 
is known, buys from all of them. 
“They are rascals bul I like to 
keep them happy. " he said. 

In front of Nelson s gates, be- 
tween the Blood of Jesus 
church and Tina's Chops 
Shops, hustlers and traders set 
up stalls each morning. It is 
known as Champ's Market. 
Each morn Nelson's kitchen 
staff wander through, selecting 
the best and freshest food. 


“They are ray people. A 
champion roust be simple like 
the people, he must have sim- 
ple interests like the people, 
otherwise they will not like 
you." Nelson insisted. On main 
junctions of the chaotic road 
system that connects the city of 
Accra portraits, often on 
crushed velvet, of the country's 
leader. Fit Lt Jerry Rawlings. 
Nelson Mandela and Azumah 
Nelson are for sale. At each 
light Nelson is offered a free 
portrait. “No. it makes me 
look too ugly." he told one 
woman. 

Nelson is the ultimate box- 
ing hero: bom in a temporary 
shanty town on the outskirts of 
Accra. Samuel Nelson Azumah 
is one of seven children. As a 
small child he chased cars try- 
ing to sell anything and admits 
he often stole to feed his breath- 
ers and sisters. He turned to 
boxing, was a national hero as 
an amateur and has become a 
millionaire as a professional. 
Last week, when he finally re- 
lumed after the Ruelas victo- 
ry. he was met by 60.000 people 
at the airport and the four-mile 
drive to his home took six 
hours. 

The win would be an ideal 
fight to end a brilliant career 
but he is intent on continuing. 
"Ever since I started I have just 
wanted to keep going and 
when I was retired 1 was so rest- 
less," Nelson said. 

Nelson's first chance at win- 
ning the world title came in 
1982. He was given just two 
weeks' notice for a 15-round 
fight against Mexico's brilliant 
featherweight champion, Sal- 
vador Sanchez, at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden. Nel- 
son was winning when he finally 
ran out of steam and was 
stopped in the last minute of 
the 15th and final round. “I was 
a boy. " said Nelson, who was 
just 24 but had never met any- 
body’ of Sanchez's class. 

“The people who ran boxing 
saw the next champion that 
night and 1 knew it would be 
hard for roe to get another 
chance." He was right. It took 
over two years and when his 
chance finally came he had to 
go to Puerto Rico to meet the 
modem great. Wilfredo 
Gomez. It was a brutal en- 
counter and Nelson, who had 
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is set to step into 


the breach for England once 
a gain today. .The 43-year-qId- 
MSddlesex spinner,- who won a 
surprise Test retail agains t the 
"West Indies last summer, will be 
named as 12 th man when an un- 
der-strength England A face 
P akistan A in the third and fi- 
nal one-day match at the new 
Sheikbupura Stadium. ■ 

His inclusion will complete a 


-With bis great experience he 


he left-meto make most of 
decisions myself, wfaidh-Tve en- 
joyed.” : . - - ■ 

The responsibility Jias ctear- 
fyndJbedoffoDtheEsscxbats- 


644 runs in 10. computed in- 
nings, including six . batf-ccu- 
tuneS and one century. 
Eanburify conies- in because 


the usual duties of organising, 
and monitoring the players, 
and has even been seen moti- 
vating ■ lethargic Pa kis tani 
groundsmen and acting as an 
emergency scorer in the second- 
one -day conlesL " 

. With the tourists down to 11 . 
fit players,' Emburey is set to 
play a part once again as Eng- 
land A took to J complete a 3-0' 
one-day whitewash to go with 
their JL-G Test series triumph. • 

, The England A. captain, 

Nasser Hussain, is frill of praise 

for the way Emburey has con- 
ducted the tour. He said: “John 
has left me to run the show as 
if Fve been doing it for 10 years. 


their ordinal party 
. QalUftti has been drafted into 
the faBEngl&nd squad in South 


aged elbow, and ran .Salisbury 
-and ShauaU dal-have returned 
home far personal reasons. 

But at test the young York- 
shir e opener^ Anthony Mc- 
.ffntk.vQIbe givca the chance' 
to endlnstour on n high. Mc- 
Grath has made only nine 
runs in bis last five mnings and 
' Has riot played foeither of the 
one-day ^mteniatioiiaft,trot he 
will definitely play as Eng- 
land A look to end their tour 
on a Ugh before flying home 
on Friday. , . 



W Indies 


Australia 249-6 
West Indies 225 
Australia win tor 



A proud Azumah Nelson, now 37, shows off his WBC superfeatherweight championship belt Photograph: Allsport 


a funky afro hairstyle at the 
time, finally knocked Gomez 
senseless ui the llth round. 

Nelson has fought 22 world 
title fights, winning 17, losing 
just three and drawing rwo. His 
two encounters with the Aus- 
tralian hard-man, Jeff Fenech, 
were incredible - especially 


the final fight when he knocked 
Fenech out in from of 50.000 
people in the Australian's 
home town of Melbourne. 

His two other defeats were 
controversial. He lost to the 
American, Pemell Whitaker, 
on points in a double title fight 
in 1990 bul found out just days 


before the fight that his 
beloved first wife. Beatrice, 
was ill. Nobody told him just 
how ill and when he returned 


to Ghana be went straight to 
her bedside and she died three 


that cost him victory and led to 
his first retirement 
“When I am right I don't feel 
any pain, nothing scares me/ 1 
Nelson said last week before 


her bedside and she died three 
days later. In his other defeat 
against Jesse Leija, he claims 
it was black magic, a juju curse 


for his glorious reception. In his 
travel bag there was a tape of 
De la Hoya and Hamed. 




BOXING DAY FIXTURES 
FA Carting Premiership 

1 Arsenal vC'PP<13.0t 1 

2 As'on Villa v Uvew)' X 

3 Cteteea v Wmoiedon ilz.Oj l 

4 E/enor v MtddiesO'euff' .... J* 

5 Nottingham Forest » SHetfeM wree 1 

6 SoiJthamolon </ Tottenham H2 Oi ....JC 

7 West Hare v Coventry H^-Or 1 

Also playing (not or coupons): BlacMwre 
V MarvchestEf City r3 Oi. 

Endslclgti League 
First Division 

8 BaresJey v Stoke '12.0i 2 

9 Cmnton v Oorsreo'Jth '1T.0» 1 

DO Oyvai Paiacp * Uflon f l2 Oi 1 

11 HvooertfeK! v c*e*w -J 

12 NcuvacP V Southend 1 

13 Pon vae v West BrentMch ' 15 Oi ■■■* 
1A Sheffield Utd » arre-^are (12.0> ...2 

15 Suodenartc v Grtrttsfrv I 

16 Iran mere <i OUham l 

17 WWws. v Mrtf.vaU -* 

Abo playing (no: on coupons): L?i caster v 
Ipswich ill.30i; WatfOTJ v Reading (11.30). 

Second Division 

18 Blackpool v flyrefev X 

19 Brentford v 3ngMon ilZ.Oj 1 

20 Bristol City v Swansea 1 

21 G>e«e«feid «, Potemorougfi 1 

22 Crewe v Wrwhare 1 

23 Hup v Notts Countv 2 

24 Orfort Utd v Bournemouth X 

25 Bomotvire v Walsall X 

28 Shrewsbury v Bnstol Rcr.&z 1 

27 Stockport v CatteJe- 1 

28 Swrrtan v Wycomoe Jt 

29 IW> v Bradford A 

TMrd Division 

30 Barest v MamVw • l 0» Jt 

31 Camonagi? Uic v Wigan Jt 

32 Carpitt « Ches"“r .2 

33 Cotennsr v teyw Orient i!2.0> ...1 

34 Oamngjar » Ooncasrer 1 

35 CtUmgJW. v Plj-refiurr, J( 

38 Hanfebooi v Scamoreuah 1 

37 bncdn v Htftiam 1 

38 Noroarepajn * Heretom 1 

38 Ro^xsaKr « Pfes.un Z 

40 Scunthorpe v 6uty 1 

Also ptaytng (not on coupons): Lretei v 
Torquay 1 II.O 1 . 

BOB’S Scottish League 
Premier Dtvtskm 

41 FMtfrkv j 

42 Hearts v MotherereD 1 


43 Parpck v HipemiBn ..2 

44 Ranh •/ Cettn; Jt 

45 ftangers » Wlreamock 1 


First Division 

46 Awne v St Mirren 1 

4 7 Clydebank v Dundee 2 

48 Durnbarw v Dunfermline J3 

49 Dundee Utd v Hareifton 1 

50 St Jormsume v Morton Jt 


Second Division 

51 Ayr v Clyde 1 

52 Forfar v East File — — 

53 Queen of South v Slennousernufr X 

54 Stranraer v Berwick X 


Third Division 

55 Srechm v Alloa i2.0i 1 

56 CowdenlKath v Ea?t Stming 1 

57 Uvmgsion v Queen’s Park 1 

58 Ross County V Arbroath 1 

POUR DRAWS: Port Vale r West Bromwich, 
BackpOOl v Buwji Cambridge Utd v Wr^n. 
Queen of the South v Stenhouswuuir. 


FIVE AWAY5: Stoke C^y. Birmingrtam C>ty. 
Hull City. Chester City, Aberdeen. 

TEN HOMES: Arsenal, wea Horn Utd, Sun- 
derland, ChesterfieW. Shrewsbury Town, 
Coleheasr Utd. fjormampton Tbtvn. Rangers, 
Dundee Utd. Brechin City: 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


From a wild southern ocean to 
an equally vicious screaming ran 
home up an angry English 
Channel to Southampton, the 
1993/94 Whitbread race burned 
itself into the memories and 
imagination of thousands of 
followers around the world. Il 
had come of age as the top 
ocean sailing event, a heady mix- 
ture of danger, nerve-testing 
skill and gruelling endurance. 
Then the bandwagon hit the 
buffers. 

A little team headed by the 

director. Ian Bailey-Willmou 
and the marketing man. An- 
drew McCall, has been clock- 
ing up enough air miles recently 
to cover several Whitbread 
Round the World Races. They 
were not just visiting the ports 
of call in South Africa, 


Australia. New Zealand. North 
and South America. 

They were on the stump for 
about £7m of sponsorship cash 
from companies they hope to at- 
tract as partners in the 1997/98 
event. It has not been easy, time 
is Licking away, the rash to 
snap up a golden opportunity 
has been rather underwltelming. 

It is a common problem. 
Britain has straggled at the top 
level in all but the Olympics. The 
British are languishing in the 
Southern Crass Cup in Aus- 
tralia. did badly in the Cham- 
pagne Mumm Admiral's Cup 
earlier this year, and have had 
no contender at the America's 
Cup since 1986/87. AD the skills 


Stuart Alexander reports on a serious, 
threat to Britannia's rule over the waves 


L up Since tweya/. au me skids 
ana talents are there, but the 
commercial partnerships have 
noi been forthcoming. 


In Whitbread terms, some 
blame the high price tag and the 
confusing reality that the race 
already has a sponsor: the 
brewers, Whitbread. However, 
Whitbread as a brand is pro- 
moted almost wholly in the 
home UK market so, not least 
because much of the race and 
its media exposure lakes place 
overseas, they want to lay off 
the bulk of the cost. 

“British industry is aware, but 
the real benefits accrue to those 
looking for global exposure 
and there aren't too many UK 
companies in that league," Bai- 
ley-WiUmot said. But this week 
brings him the good news that 


ESPN, the American cable 
channel, will broadcast half-', 
hour programmes twice a week 
during the race, and its parent, 
ABC will network a one-hour 
review each month after the fin- 
ish in June 1998. 

At home half a dozen syndi- 
cates, with Lawrie Smith’s the 
most high profile, have also 
been tramping the corporate 
corridors looking for their own 
bank roQs of £4m to £5m to take 
part in what is the premier 
ocean racing grand pro. Time 
for them is running exit and ody . 
the Welsh Dragon team sounds 
as though it wul scarcely have 
time to celebrate at Christmas 


before it throws itself into an ac- 
celerated programme in the 
New Year, 

September to November is 
traditionally decision time in big 
companies looking forward to 
and confirming not jnstjnext 
year's budgets but their finari- 
cjal set-up through into 1997, 
According to Duncan Lee, of- 
the Hammerhead consultancy: 
‘TFhmgs are not very heidflfy at 
the moment It's hard to put 
your finger on why, and it ap-. 
pfies also to other spor^ bur 
apart from cotupames'sdn^tfy ; 
in Spqnsqr^up,: there : te a re 1 - : 


bade. Thai i$'a tafl order in to- 
day’s fopgkworld.’ ~ 

The cmginalhaarketing strat- 


sorstrfps for op to £lm a time has 
■ not,v«nked'o^ so Whitbread 

dr tejora ^ and has ap- 

pointed Alap Pascoe and Asso- 
. daiesas tferir^gems and brokets. 

"Looting the most hopeful 
.-British. ;teain - are the Welsh. 
.TlMprojeqt .spokesman* Mike 
Shaw, is'iip^fc ‘Things seem 
•.to be brightening op. We have 


IfWhitijreadis.to gwupthe 
litre' name : bf 1 the nu^' acdli 
some fea that svithl iTa big; 


• r ^ Vi I.y i nii^ u um utc 

. WcIsb Yaiiting Association 
i-'bafckii^fyQtoitoe- WeliarTburist' 
'Board and-LJevelopment An- 


some feet that e. vital if a big; : -fy;to?bSo or fiiree industrial 
^xhisoT is to be brcni ght rny thftp . ^oMbts ahd have an innovative 
they wiU waht more funding, 


Tarango apologises for his conduct at Wimbledon 


The number of places that the 
Jamaican national football 
team have moved up the Fife 
worth rankings over the past 
year. They were named 
“Movers of the year" yester- 
day, and now fie in 56th place. 


Tennis 


Jeff Tarango yesterday apolo- 
gised for his infamous outburst 
at Wimbledon that led to a fine 
of almost £30,000 and a ban 
from next year's tournament. 

The American left the court. 


refusing to play on. in protesl 
at umpiring decisions during a 
singles match against Alexander 
Mronz. Later, he questioned the 
Impartiality of the umpire, 
Bruno Rebeuh. 

In August he was found guilty 
by the Grand Slam administra- 
tor of “aggravated behaviour" 


and “conduct contrary to the in- 
tegrity of the game". In addition 
to a hefty fine, he was sus- 


pended from the 1996 Wim- 
bledon championship and one 
other Grand Slam tournament. 


and one 


On appeal to the Grand 
Slam committee, Tarango's fine 
was reduced to £18,000. which 


equals the prize money he 
would have otherwise received. 
He will still not be allowed to 
play in next year's Wimbledon 
but the additional ohertoutm- •; 
ment suspension was suspend- - 
ed for three years. 

In a statement. Tarango said' 
yesterday: ‘At this year’s Wkr- 


bledon, ! made spme public re-,.^ ^ apologised for mak- 

■ marks about a tennis. official rog'pu&Iic statements “ah.urt* ' 
whidi I iinattfy' ^regrct l un- , protesacmal official andoffid- 

f logise 4P nera] ,. as well as 

Bnmp Rebe^-fqr any ^embap.: walkn^ oS in the nikldle‘ of a 
rassment or harm that this mo : ^GcmaSIam match watched bv 
dent may have caused bin and' ' thousands of spectators.” j * 
his farnfly. I do not intend to admitted That had damaged 
^makesidi aTnistakeewragairb” 1 : th*;r^Mitatioa ofthetomq 
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British let down by lack of sponsorship > 
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Megson is 


targeted 
by Norwich 


FootbaH 

ALAN NIXON 


Norwich City hope to name 
Gary Megson as their new man- 
ager in the next 48 hours. 
Robert Chase, the club's chair- 
man, has made an approach to 
Bradford City to ask them to re- 
lease their assistant manager, 
who was in. charge in a caretaker 
role at Carrow Road Last season. 

Chase thinks Norwich made 
a mistake letting Megson go 
when Martin O’Neill was ap- 
pointed and he believes that the 
return of Megson would have a 
calming influence on the at- 
mosphere surrounding the East 
Anglian club. 

Megson is working without a 
contract at Bradford, where he 
is No 2 to Qnis Kamara, but he 
does not hide his ambitions to 
take on a manager's job on a 
permanent basis. Norwich plan 
to speak to Megson today and 
offer him the job that was sur- 
prisingly vacated by O’Neill at 
the weekend after a series of 
rows with Chase. 

Megson knows the Norwich 
staff well and, although he 
could not stop the dob from be- 
ing relegated in his brief spell 
at the helm last season, he is 
highly thought of at Canow 
Road. Other people in the run- 
ning, like Osvaldo Ardvles and 
Dave Bassett, are down the 
queue until Melon’s fate is de- 
cided in talks with Bradford be- 
fore the weekend. 

O'Neill yesterday confirmed 
his decision to resign from Nor- 
wich. The 43-year-old left the 
Carrow Road club on Sunday 
but was understood to have had 
second thoughts and to be con- 
sidering a return to the dub. 
But. in a 'statement yesterday, 
Norwich revealed that O'Neill 
was not prepared to withdraw 


his resignation, which has still 
not been accepted. 

Whether O’Neill’s final de- 
cision means that he win new be 
approached by Leicester City 
ewer their vacant managerial po- 
sition remains unclear. 

"Mark McGhee, who left 
Leci ester and took over at 
Wolves, is hoping to convince 
Vrnny Samways, the Everton 
midfielder, to become his first 
signing for the Molineux club. 
The 27-year-old former Tot- 
tenham player travelled to the 
West Midlands yesterday for 
talks with McGhee over a pos- 
sible loan spell. The move could 
be made permanent if the loan 
period workeds out well, with 
the fee likely to be in the region 
offlJhn. 

West Ham are giving a trial 
to Slaven Bilic, a Croatian 
centre-half who plays in Ger- 
many for Kaiserslautern. Bilic’s 
visit forms a part of the Ham- 
mers’ search for a long-term 
successor to Alvin Martin, who 
is now 37. 

Blackburn, who have just 
lost Graeme Le Saux with a 
long-term injury, have learned 
that fan Pearce, their England 
under-21 defender, faces further 
surgery on his ankle iujuiy. 

Craig Hignett, Middles- 
brough’s joint leading scorer, 
needs a hernia operation that 
could rule him out for up to six 
weeks. 

Howard Kendall, Sheffield 
United's new manager, has 
made Michel Vonk his first 
signing for the Blades. Kendall 
agreed to pay Manchester City 
£350,000 for the 27-year-old 
Dutch defender. 

Bournemouth have been 
fined £5,000, suspended for a 
year, as a result of crowd trou- 
ble during their match against 
Crewe at Dean Court earlier 
this season. 


FA suspends 
ticket sales 


The Football Association has 
frozen ticket sales for nine of 
next summer’s • European 
Championship marches fol- 
lowing an avalanche of appli- 
cations from fans. 

Two of England’s Group A 
matches and ail three of Scot- 
land’s. including the Wfembley 
showdown between the sides on 
Saturday 15 June, are now of- 
ficially sold out. 

Ticket sales are also sus- 
pended for the match between 
Italy and Germany at Old Traf- 
foni on Wednesday 19 June and 
all three Group D matches at 
Nottingham Forest’s City 
Ground. 

The FA says some tickets 
have been held back for com- 
peting nations, including up to 
an extra 1000 for Scottish fans 
hoping to see their team face the 
’■auld'encmy” for the first time 
since 1989. 

The Scots have so far only 
been guaranteed the regulation 
7.000 seats that go to all the vis- 
iting countries for each of their 
matches. 


An FA spokeswoman, Philip- 
pa Whrburst, said: “There is a 
possibility of more tickets being 
made available to Scotland 
fans. We are looking at securi- 
ty arrangements and we will see 
what we can do." 

The FA has come in for 
heavy criticism from fans who 
have found the Euro 96 tele- 
phone lines jammed since Sun- 
day’s draw. 

However, Warhurst said: 
"Ufe have had SO operators on 
the phones at all times and peo- 
ple have known that tickets 
have been on sale since Janu- 
ary 1994. Hopefully now that we 
have announced that ticket 
sales have been frozen for cer- 
tain games, it will unfeeze the 
lines for people wanting tickets 
for other matches." 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIOftSMP Fteate: Tick- 
et sates suspended for the following 
matches: lO June ftethertends v Scottanf 
ftASa Part-): 11 June: TOrHer v Croatia lOty 
Gmundi; 14 June: Portugal v Turkey (Cay 
Oouttfl; 15 June: Scotland » England IWetrv 
Ueyi: IS Itmc: Scotland v Switzerland (Vil- 
la Park); N et herl a nds v England (wemMeyV 
19 June: Croatia v Portugal (Cn» Groundi; 

TttrtmyvDoaitisiklHifcCoioug'.Kte^v Ger- 
many ‘.Old Traitor®. 



Champion's charge: AJberto Tomba, Italy's overall alpine ski World Cup holder, surges to his first slalom success of the season yesterday Photograph: AFP 


Tomba wins despite 


Alberto Tomba put his off-piste 
troubles behind him to win a 
World Cup slalom in Madonna 
Di Campiglio, Italy, yesterday. 
The overall World Cup holder 
marked his 29th birthday with 
-victory after Jure Kosir, quick- 
est in the first leg, failed to fin- 
ish the second. 

. '“You can imagine what this 
win means to me." Tomba said. 
He is formally under police in- 
vestigation after a freelance 
photographer. Aldo Martin- 


uzzi, who had sold nude pho- 
tographs of him to a magazine 
complained the Italian had 
thrown a heavy glass trophy at 
him after a World Cup race on 
Sunday. 

Tomba faces a formal in- 
quiry by Italy's para-military 
Carabinieri police after injuring 
the photographer. The Cara- 
binieri said in a statement yes- 
terday that its inquiry 7 would 
“examine the disciplinary posi- 
tion" of Tomba. A sergeant in 


the force, he could be either de- 
moted or expelled from the po- 
lice. 

The popular skiers prob- 
lems began after Sunday's giant 
slalom in Alla Badia when he 
appeared to injure the photog- 
rapher. who has had several 
brushes with Tomba after mar- 
keting the nude photographs. 

Martinuzzi, who was not at 
yesterday's race in Madonna, 
claims he cut his hand as a re- 
sult of Tomba throwing a mag- 


Sullivan back for Saints 


personal pressure 


num of sparkling wineand then 
a hea\y glass trophy at him dur- 
ing the prize giving ceremony. 
Tomba had finished third. The 
Chilian police force said on 
Monday they were investigating 
the incident. 

A hospital report sent to po- 
lice in the northern Italian city 
of Bolzano said Martinuzzi had 
complained of being injured hv 
an “object thrown deliberately 1 ’ 
at him. 

In a brief television interview. 


Tomba apologised to his fans 
hut not to Martinuzzi. "Some 
haw misunderstood, interpret- 
ing this episode as a moment of 
hatred, a battle between two 
people." he said. "I honestly 
don't think 1 am a mean person, 
if 1 had wanted to harm him. I 
w ould have acted out of sight of 
every body. 1 am sorry for the 
fans." 

Tomba was third fastest in the 
59-gate first leg of yesterday's 
slalom but he whipped down the 


second course to clock a com- 
bined time of lmin 34.62soC and 
secure his first victory of the sea- 
son and the 30th slalom success 
of his career. 

France's Yves Dimier was 
second - his best finish - in a 
distant l:3o.l7. Italy’s Konrad 
Ladstaetier moved up into third 
place when the overall World 
Cup leader. Lasse Kjus of Nor- 
way. was disqualified by the jury- 
after the race for straddling a 
gate. 


Sella set to stand down 


Rugby League 


Anthony Sullivan returns to ac- 
tion for St Helens today as they 
seek to reduce Wigan’s lead at 
the top of the Stones Centenary 
Championship to four points. 

Sulhvan. Saints' lop ny-scor- 
er this season with 24. is in the 
side for the trip to Caslleford af- 
ter missing last week’s victory 
over Oldham with a back injury. 
The winger Joey Hayes, who 
scored a bat-trick of tries 
against Oldham, is ruled out of 
his first match of the season with 
an ankle injury. 

Qnis Jqym/who damaged his 
shoulder against Oldham, and 
the suspended captain Bobbie 
Gouldmg are also missing. 


Wales' Scott Gibbs takes over 
as skipper with Steve Prescott 
returning after injury on the 
wing. Phil Waring takes over 
from Goufding at scrum-half 
while Danny Arnold keeps his 
place at full-back. 

Castleford's centre. Richard 
Goddard, will have a late fitness 
test after suffering bruised ribs 
in the first half of Friday's 31 -20 
defeat at Whrrington. Caslleford. 
who have lost five of their last 
six matches, are still without the 
second-row. Brendon Tuuta. 
and the winger Simon Middle- 
ton because of knee injuries. 

The hooker Richard Russell 
and the stand-off Frano Bolica. 
who have not played this season, 
have resumed training and 
should be back in action soon. 


They could start their comebacks 
in an Alliance match at Hull on 
2S December. Russell has had a 
knee operation and BoLiea bailee 
a leg playing tor Auckland War- 
riors in ibe summer. 

In-form Sheffield - going for 
their seventh successive League 
victory - could have five players 
who missed Sundays trip to 
London back against Halifax at 
the Don Valley. Paul Broadbent, 
Mark Aston, Bright Sodje, An- 
thony Farrell and Waisaic So- 
valabua look set to return after 
injury. Halifax will be without 
their’scrum-half W^yne Parker, 
who suffered a badly-bruised 
wrist in Sunday's 26-1 2 victory 
over Worfcmgjbn, and the full- 
back Mike Umaga. who has 16 
stitches in a leg wound. 


DIGEST 


Rugby Union 


Philippe Sella, ihe veteran 
French centre who holds a 
world record 1 1 1 caps. Ls to re- 
tire from international rugby. 

Sella. 33, whose internation- 
al career spans more than 15 
years, is one of the greatest cen- 
tres in the histoiy of the game. 
He earned his last cap on 22 
June in Pretoria where France 
beat England 19-9 in the World 
Clip third-place play-off. 

“It's time for me to concen- 
trate on life outside rugby." said 
Sella, who runs a clothing busi- 
ness and created a company 
named Sella Communication 
which promotes sports events. 

Sella, a player who combines 


great skill and power, scored 3o 
tries for France and was also one 
of the toughest defenders in the 
team. Despite offers from sev- 
eral leading dubs, he has always 
remained faithful to Agen in the 
south-western heartland of 
French rugbv union. He will 
continue to play for Agen un- 
til the end of the season. 

He said recently he intended 
to develop his company in Eng- 
land and might join an English 
club next season. ~I haven't re- 
ceived proposals but I’m ready 
to study any offer." he said. 

Saracens arc believed to be 
competing for the services of 
Sella with Leicester. A Saracens 
official said: “Sella has already 
mentioned our name in the 
French press and we have had 


discussions with him. If you 
want to improve your back di- 
vision. then who better than one 
of the game's all-time greats'.’" 
Sella enjoyed the best mo- 
ments in his career in the 198" 
World Cup in which France lost 
to New Zealand in the final af- 
ter an epic win over Australia in 
the semi-finals. He often said his 
worst memory was a shock de- 
feat by England in the quarter- 
finals of the 1991 World Cup. 
H Edinburgh Academicals will 
not appeal against the suspen- 
sion of their coach. David Sole, 
until the end of the season. The 
former Scotland captain was 
banned by ihc Scottish Rugby 
Union for bringing the game 
into disrepute after criticising 
ihe referee. Colin Henderson. 


Jones the boxer to try for net gains 


BasketbaB 


r League officials 
it is not a hoax. Roy 
. the International 
deration super-mid- 
rharopioo. is ready to 
icrt to pursue a bas- 
eer in England, 
and club officials 


ainst Merqui Sosa 

0 Engl and for a tri- 
London Towers. 

ancly serious,” Rob 
Budweiser League 
, said. “This is real. 

1 at regular contact 
nt. It's very much the 

: 1 i call boxing a day 


after his fight and will come and 
try' out with the Towers. He’ll 
have to prove himself. If he 
doesn’t make it in London, he 
can try out with some other 
dubs." 

Jones, considered the worlcTs 
best pound-fbr-pound fighter, is 
reported to be a good basket- 
bau prospect, who has practiced 

recently with the New York 
Knick& 

“He's really' using us," Rich 
Dennis, the Towers spokesnan, 
said. “The NBA is his objective. 
It would be his stepping stone 
to get some pro experience." 
Dennis said Jones is expected 
to arrive during the third week 
of January, though there is no 


guarantee he will be good 
enough join the dub. 

English teams can field two 
overseas players. The Towers, 
who lead the league by six 
points, already have two Amer- 
icans, the guard Danny Lewis 
and the forward Tony Windless. 

Dennis said Jones, who is 5ft 
llin, would have to beat out 
Lewis for the guard position. 
“It’s too early to judge whether 
he would make it or not,” Den- 
nis said. “He will have to be 
pretty outstanding prospect for 
the coach to change the team 
at this stage." Jones, who makes 
millions of dollars as a boxer, 
stands to take a huge pay cut if 
he plays basketball in England. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


EE PLATS 

jflesbnHigi (Z4 6). 
£7.45) 


[ANCE LEAGUE 


We (145) 




3 PHslon: Dteare a 

lecMiinwMCBWBn 

£ Renter Dwteto*. 


PRESS MID JOURNAL KKHUM) LEAGUE: 
FratortM&i v Deveronv3ie- 
LEAGUE OF WALES LEAGUE CUP FW 
tnand: PonMnadog v Cemaes Bay (7.45r: 
EbtM’ va» u Tor, Perare. 

CALOB COUNTY ANTRIM SHIELD SetnJ-B- 

nui' Berevon !■ Ponadown. 

POWINS LEAGUE ftrtPhMcni Bl acMwTi 

* Okras awry M ia* AwtM- BcBon v Tian- 

Bun); NoHjrghwn Feres* v West Bn™*h 
17.0V 0 Mum v NBwcasue i.-W i« 
BffcguL Second Ufwtota Aswi Wia w Gmns- 
t>y ( 70 i; Hwklosfieie * ManrteswrQiy (7-0 j 
Hull Corenoy (7 jO': LBeeserwaartev^ OJH. 

S««irai»id v Vorti (7.M- nrWDtelore Der • 

Imj, v HftiMl (6.30}; Scunmoipe »«te- 
tom (7 0); Stockport v Scaitraraupi [d.45i. 
AVON INSURANCE gmBINATOH FM 
phUoc Bntfnjn b RBTEWSAn («-0!. OW*P 

Mnwch -J ewaax Ttfttrtwni v Oaten (7JW 
Otyj. Second DMsfan: EWn- 

^^i,-Bwrae«noiitht7.0n«5uttoni^ 

.fct i JfMnj; KmW * Twcuar OQv. Nwpnrt 
AFC.* Swansea (7451. 


Rugby League 

r.3fi unless stated 

STONES CENTENARY CHAMPIONSHIP: CKt 
Mod vSlrt*ns Sneffckj * HaBtoe Wsimgon 
v Bradford. Second Dhtetorc Cafliite v Don- 
caster (at Cmttste RUFO. 

Rugby (Mon 

CIS INSURANCE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Southern GTOop Pool Thee: Mdtea v Kern 
(7.45) (moer Ctynj. 

SWALEC CUP Fourth routufc Rnymney v Nef- 
3on i7.0]. 

SCOTTISH UNDER-21. INTER -DISTRICT 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Ednixe&i » South at Scot- 
land (6.0) (at Murayfeld}: Math and tad Scot- 
ian] v Scottish Exiles (7.30 1 (at Mer^ftefcP. 
KART GILMORE POUR COUNTIES CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP; YWoreeUetshtie and Hwetcrtatwe « 
Greater Burtw^tam (7.301 (at Wanxstetl. 

Basketbafl 

7-UPlMfW SenMknlG snood leg: 3mv 
tgiam (62) ''London i (■ 1?); Snettdd 
(87) v Worthing <S6i 1 7. 15V 


McEwen back 
for Britain 

Ice hockey 

Great Britain face the toughest 
test on their Olympic qualifi- 
cation trail so far when they 
meet Switzerland in Lausanne 
tonight. The match is the first 
of three successive away games 
for a British side hoping to com- 
pete alongside the world's elite 
in Nagano. Japan, in 199S. 

Britain, who aie boosted by 
the return of the Canadian -born 
Doug McEwen, travel to Slove- 
nia and Denmark early in the 
New Year, though hopes suf- 
fered a blow last week when 
they dropped a vital home point 
after conceding a late goal to 
Denmark, having opened their 
campaign with a victory over the 
Netherlands. 

McEwen returns after miss- 
ing the 1-1 draw with the Danes 
through injury. The Cardiff 
Devils forward is one of five 
players from (he Premier Divi- 
sion leaders in the squad, being 
joined by lan and Stephen 
Cooper. Shannon Hope and 
Steve Moria. 

Britain, however, face an im- 
mense task just to get to Japan. 
Winning this five-man pool uiU 
only mean qualification to an 
eight-strong pre-Olympic tour- 
nament in 1997 from which 
Ute lop five will go through. 


American football 

Jerry Rice took 1Z catches for a team 
record 239 yarns and three uxjchdowns 
on Monday mgjit as the San Francis- 
co 49ers held off the Minnesota 
Vilungs, 37-30. and clinched a firet- 
round play-off bye. Rice pushed he Na- 
tional Football League record to 155 
career touchdown and became the first 
player ever to post three 100-catch sea- 
sons. His 289 yards was the fifth high- 
est NFL total ever and the first 250-)rartJ 
game of the 1990s. 

NFL; Son Francisco 37 Minnesota 30. 
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Boxing 

WORLD BOXING ASSOCIATION MIDDLE- 
WEIGHT TITLE (Tokyo): STaKehara ilapam 
bt J Casno (Argentina, noiden pis 
PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (Grosvenor 
House Hotel. London): U-tti Bribstl feath- 
orwetgW title: J Inm (Doncaster. noWen til 
F Parsley rBkmncni ref Sm. 


Cricket 

Somerset s county cnctet festival at Bam 
rs safe for the next three years after the 
Bristol -based Clerical Medical hwestmem 
Group agreed a £300,000 sponsorship 
deal and Bath City Council pledged to 
match voluntary fund-raising pound for 
pound. 


FootbaH 

Vauxhall. one of 11 tournament spon- 
sors. hare landed exclusive- sponsorship 
of (TVs 50-hour coverage of the Euro- 
pean Championship in Engl a rid next 
summer. The package includes open- 
ing and closing credits, plus competi- 
tions for viewers. 

TRANSFERS: Neil Moss (goalkeeper. 
Boiimemourn to Southampton: Michael 
Basham idefenden Swansea lo Ft»«nrxi^L 
LOAN TRANSFER: RobMr Tamer .(or.rami 
Enfilpr to Csrr.tjnde? litU. 

PREMIER AND FIRST DIVISION SUSPEN- 
SIONS: Sencfings Off: D Stackwefi iWm 
aledC'iv 1 march iram ICWi Dec: T Adams 
(ArsenNj 1 match form 23nl Dec M Pnlter- 
un iBpupnj ? matches frum 27 p> Dec * 0» 
Iscfter ifeack&umj 3 nuiches from ^5in De- 
L MtMosko iWesr Haroi 1 from 25m 

Dec: ADeZeoue (Banaeyi 1 maten earn 23m 
Dec: P iteWtai iSheff Utdl 3 matures from 
?5ihDec. 21 Penalty Points? CKtfwttiM*- 
diesCnJugh) 2 matches Irom 20th Dec S Lo- 
mas Man Crf> ) 2 ma'.&ea from 23rd Dec 5 
Boult! i Arsenai 2 matches from 23ro Dec: R 
Walker tPort Veie) 2 matches tro™ 23>d Dec: 
R Pethick (Portsmouth) 2 matches from 23ra 
Dec; C Palmer (Leeds) 2 matches from Z5nj 
Dec P Linger tCnamont 2 macros from 27m 
Dec; B Poole iBmangiam) 2 matches from 
23rd Dec. 


RFA COCA-COLA WORLD RANKINGS: 1 Brazil 
ilastyeai li. 2 Germany 1 5). 3 KahiJi. 4 Spam 

■ 2i. S Russia il3'. t Nethertmds. u5>. 7 Ar- 
gentina l lOi. 8 France ll9>. B Denmarv 1 1 J». 
10 Norway i8i; 11 Rom aria 1 1 1 j. 12 Mouco 

■ 15). 13 Sneden i3r. 34 C5«r Recubhc i34i. 
IS Colombia il 7). 18 PwtuSii i20i. 17 Bui 
pirra Il6l, 18 S«itzorLmd lii. 19 USA iD3.. 
20 kwy I^sasl t25i. Othare: 2lEnfJand iISl. 
26 Secnlimn iSji. 28 Irelana (9l. 45 Nonh- 
err. Ireland <45i. 61 Wales iJli. 

MONDAYS LATE RESULTS: FA Carling 
P ie m ienlito: Marcnesier i^tv 1 Nonirt^tam 
Forest 1 Te wnen f sScoaiah Cup tent round 
repfaq: ArUtwin 0 Slennousemiir L Unflond 
League President's Cup (list round: Ash- 
ton United 0 Button L Pontins League Fktt 
Division: Wonwhareoton Wanderers 0 Sterted 
United 1 idr Tenon K>. Second OMston: 
BJackpoor 0 Frestcnn 0. Third Division: 
Rocridale 5 D-ncaster 0. Avon Insurance 
Combination Fast Division: Chelsea 2 
Southampton 1 iar fOngsiivilan FO: 'Worn 
United 1 Bnsiol Rorers 3: WmbtaCoT' J Crys- 
tal Palace 3, Lea0w Cup: liarditf id Chel- 
terrfiam ? 


Hockey 

England 's men end women's teams will 
face India and France respectively in the 
Orel matches at their new home, the 
Milton Keynes Stadium, on Sunday. 2*1 
March 1996. 


Ice hockey 


NHL: Montreal 3 Hjirtord 

2: W. fianisri 3 

Washington 0: Vancouver 

4 Colorado 2: 

Ed 

morion 3 Onana 1. 
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PACIFIC DIVISION 

Colorado IB II - 141 JOS 40 

Lee Angolas 13 13 6 106 105 33 

Vancouver II 13 * HI 115 30 

Anahoim „13 IS 3 10 J lOt 39 

Edmonton 11 10 6 M ITr. 2S 

Calgary r 15 7 $S 114 21 

San Jose r. 4 y? 16 


Motor racing 

Toyota have announced 7he> mil not 
compete in ate World Rally Champion- 
ship for the ne<r two veari. Put will re- 
turn in 1998. 

The largest one-cay motor racing event 
in me world, me Iniaanapoiis 5CO. laces 
compenuon from a nval eren; ori the 
same day next year due to a dispute 
over the running of fndyCar racing. In 
opposition to the fledgimg indv Rac-ig 
League which has ral-en control of me 
Indy 500. inpyCar has decided !t> h.old 
its own event on 26 May - the same 
day as the famous race that attracts 
more than 400.000 fans. 


Skiing 

MOTS WORLD CUP (Madonna di CampIgBo. 
ft) Slalom: 1 J lomoa ntj 1:3462; 2 1 Darn- 
er .Fr> 1:36.1 r- 3 r. n Laasaenei >i:i 
4 S i-.icc >Fr- ilc/j Bo. 5 IA Pe l- 
er (A-.t 1 llSDr” 1 6 F TcvMn 'In 1:36 6-3. 
Loading overall standings: 1 L .Non 
640 sis: 2 m -.cn Gtjernger. i$ivi;* *»: 3 
H F/»auf 'Air.' 4 L Aipnand iFn :96- 6 
f n>tv?'C iSsei 3S1. 6 A Tom to iiu ;■=*=. 

Snooker 

A propose' fo pa;, hoard members oi 
yie Wond Professional Billiards and 
Snc-o^er Association failed to gam the 
necessary r.vo-thirds majority at the an- 
nua; meeting z-f the games governing 
bod) i-. Bratoi yesterday. It was argued 
awl the WPBSA shoulc concentrate on 
p.j“.re a mote ertended execute strut - 

tin? in place rather than attempt to run 
hoard business on a day-to-day basis. 


Surfing 

hefty Slater, of ne United Sates, out- 
lasted Australia's Mark Ocduluoo in 
wslcs o‘. us to eight tee; meters i 

on Mono 3, ••n claim his tnirp v.OTKI surf- 
ing tile in :ne Chiemsee ijem Lope; 
p-pe Masters m Monc'Jiu. 




” VHF' - 


RICHARD DUNWOODY 

One Man, one jockey 


iMPEPENPE N? - WEDNra*; 

azumahnelson 

The fight goes on 


Television threatens 


Murdoch demands veto 
rights on player transfers 


Leading sports figures reacted 
with horror last night to the lat- 
est and most sinister e.tample of 
the power and control exercised 
by television. 

In a move which will give tele- 
vision unprecedented control 
ever the way a sport is run. Ru- 
pert Murdoch's News Corpora- 
tion has asked rugby league 
players to sign contracts which 
will give his company power of 
veto over any transfers. The 
revelation comes just three 
months before the News Cor- 
poration funded Super League 
Ls due to be launched. 

"It's Citizen Kane gone 
crazy." said Howard Wilkinson, 
manager of Leeds Ltaited and 
chairman of lootball's League 
Managers' Association. “Sport 
has to maintain its indepen- 
dence if it is to maintain its in- 
tegrity." 

The prospect of football be- 
ing subject losimilar constraints 
was equally unacceptable to 
Gordon Taylor, the chief exec- 
utive of the Professional Foot- 
ballers' Association. “With the 
increasing power of television 1 
could imagine there might be an 
attempt to foist it on us." he said. 
"But it would have to be over my 
dead body." 

Although the arrival of BSkyB 
has brought millions of pounds 
into the game, concerns have 
been expressed over the degree 
to which television is dictating 
terms to football. .And the im- 
plications of what the rugby 
league ruling might mean for 
football - the only other pro- 
fessional team sport with u com- 
parable transfer system - are 
enormous. 

Under the condition which 
rugby league has been asked to 
agree to. footballers would like- 
wise not be allowed to transfer 
from one club to another with- 
out the approval of the television 
company which owns the rights 
to the sport. So. for example, if 
television decided it was not in 
their best interests for Andy 
Cole to be transferred from 
Newcastle United to Manches- 
ter United, the move would be 
blocked. 

“It doesn't even bear thinking 
about." Wilkinson said. 'The me- 
dia's impingement on sport, 
while nowadays seen as neces- 
sary- is still, at the end of the day, 
an impingement. The intrinsic 
virtue and nature of sport was al- 
ways supposed to be that it 
stood outside what other people 
thoughl. It was to do with par- 
ticipants and participating - and 
those people deciding what was 
right and what was wrong not 
only for themselves but for fu- 
ture participants." 

“In general I would say the 
marriage between television and 
football has been a good one. 


Simon O’Hagan gauges the horrified 
reaction from other sporting bodies 


Footballs got to stay, but pro- 
vided it retains control of itself 
and its integrity." 

Taylor believed that a rugby 
league style move in football 
would quickly run up against le- 
gal barriers. “No such deal could 
be done through the governing 
body of the sport without the 
consent of the players' organi- 
sation. And no organisation 
would be prepared to agree to 
iL 

"1 wouldn't be critical of 
BSkyB because the money's 
been excellent for the game, ihe 
quality of coverage has been 
very good, and with coverage re- 
stricted to satellite channels at- 
tendances have not been 
affected. Bui on the other hand 
television is a dangerous mon- 
ster that can gobble up every- 
thing in front of it. It needs to 
be carefuJJv controlled. Other- 



‘It's Citizen Kane gone 
crazy. Sport has to 
maintain its indepen- 
dence if it is to main- 
tain its integrity’ 

- Howard Wilkinson, 
manager of Leeds 
United and chairman 
of the League Man- 
agers' Association 


wise the see-saw dips towards 
comereiulism. the sport will 
decline and Ihe sponsors will 
move in.” 

Televisions latest move takes 
its influence over sport into a 
whole new' dimension. In Amer- 
ica. fans are used to American 
Football being played to suit the 
needs of television. It was the 
prospect of increased television 
advertising revenue that led to 
the idea that for last year's 
World Cup in the United States 
matches might consist of four 
quarters instead of two halves. 
As in Mexico in 1986. kick- 
times at USA 94 were geared to- 


wards peak viewing Limes in 
Europe, so that players fre- 
quently had to endure the mid- 
day of heal of Florida. Boxing is 
so much in the control of tele- 
vision that bouts are now sched- 
uled almost exclusively round 
what are the perceived wishes of 
viewers. Thai means Saturday 
night bouts and frequent delays 
in programmes while transmis- 
sion time comes round. 

The advent of BSkyB, which 
bought the rights to live cover- 
age" of the the FA Premier 
League for £30Jra in IP* 5 !!, has 
radically altered the traditional 
football calendar. It is a frequent 
grouse of fans used to full pro- 
grammes of matches on Satur- 
day afternoons that in the age of 
Sunday afternoon and Monday 
night matches they never know 
now’ when their team might be 
playing. BSkyB's J£l25m pur- 
chase of the Endsleigh League 
rights last month raised Ihe 
prospect of matches in the First, 
Second and Third Divisions be- 
ing played on Friday nights. 

“Its going to be much more 
difficult "if television begin to con- 
trol the game" Taylor said. “We 
might as well cut out the middle 
men. ie the administrators. But 
what they must remember is that 
once spectators start to be alien- 
ated. the sponsors are not going 
to be interested." 

The history of cricket in the 
last 2 U years is dominated by tele- 
vision. the modem era effectively 
dating from the Packer revolu- 
tion in the late 1970s when Ker- 
ry Packer's Channel 9 in 
Austria! ia set up an interna- 
tional circuit that put playerc in 
pyjamas and gave the public a 
diet of one-day matches that has 
gone on unabated to this day. 

David Graveney, the former 
Gloucestershire captain and now 
general secretary of the Crick- 
eters' Association, welcomed 
the money television has brought 
into cricket particularly in the 
boost it has given to the grass- 
roots of the gjirae. “It's now pos- 
sible to see England "lest series 
overseas ball-by-ball. which we 
never could before." His main 
concern in the wake of the rug- 
by league Super League is that 
with it being scheduled for the 
summer, attendances at cricket 
might be affected. 

“It will be interesting to see 
what will happen in Yorkshire 
and Lancashire, where cricket 
membership is strong I would be 
concerned at what we were led 
to believe were traditional win- 
ter sports being played in the 
summer. It would not be the sen- 
sible thing for everybody to be 
competing for the same space." 
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ACROSS 23 

9 Unpleasant drive (9) 

10 Routine task for some 

Echo reporters (5) 24 

1 1 Chee headers followed by 

piper, turned out smartly 
dressed (7) 25 

12 Bow-tie knotted hv Rat- 
tv?(7) 

1 3 Coming before a superior 

(5) l 

14 Finished outsize dears 
(9) 

16 See him changing cape. 2 

boots in cell?- (6-9) 3 

19 check with division 

for support (9) 4 

21 Cold oil-spread, with cel- 
ery staner, gives one 5 

bellyache l5j 

22 Cushions for bumbling 

old fellows (7) 6 


.After motorway, right 
lane turns into a kingdom 

(7.1 

Generator, new. that 
makes a loud waiting 
sound 1 5) 

A Suomi nun converted 
us one'/ (9) 

DOWN 

Style on The Independent. 
a means of making sparks 
□y (10) 

Licensed agent (8) 

Shot shore-bird riglu on 
the bottom 1 6 ) 

Jetty ripe for demolition 
14) 

Emulsion paint put on 
new church in modera- 
tion ( 10 ) 

Misfortune I had when 
engulfed by stress 18) 


Catbird, say, a cheeky 
creature inure garden (o) 
Permit bristles to be cut 
short (4) 

Telling ofllkeahltr rogue 
with grudge 3bout trou- 
bles 1 . 10 ) ” 

Mum with no address? 
< 10 ') 

This stimulant could he 
fine in small restaurant 
( 8 ) 

Note, every bit of space is 
needed for such dancing 
18 ) 

Working for business 
partnership that is not 
stable ( 6 ) 

Frank Shaw's play cut (6) 
Bishop has run amok in 
party 14 } 

Difficult medium (4) 
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RUGBY LEAGUE A CasUeford supporter shows her 
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■OOTBALL Andy Townsend enjoys a TV-dictated noon kick-off at USA ’94 
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eRjeWET Packer's pyjamagame: Australia v West Indies, Sydney 1979 


Foreigner rule lliegal’ 


Football 


Uefa were yesterday warned 
ihat their European competi- 
tions will be deemed illegal 
unless the controversial three- 
foreigner rule is scrapped im- 
mediately. 

European football's govern- 
ing body was told by the Euro- 
pean Union’s executive 
commission that ihe stipulation 
which limits clubs to three for- 
eign players plus two “assimi- 
lated" foreigners - those who 
have been playing in the coun- 
try' for five years or played 
there since youth-team level - 
has been made redundant. 

The new rule means that na- 
tional associations in the 15- 
member EU who maintain the 
rule in their domestic compe- 
titions will also be flouting Eu- 
ropean law. Padraig Flynn, the 
EU social affairs commission- 
er. said: “From now on. na- 
tionality restrictions arc illegal 
in European-level club compe- 
titions. I expect those affected 
to take the necessary steps to 
change their rules." 

The commission has become 
embroiled in the arguments 
which have raged since the Eu- 
ropean Court backed Belgian 
player Jean-Marc Bosnian's 
long legal battle, Uefa have said 
that they will ignore the court 


ruling in the Champions’ 
League, Cup- Winners’ Cup and 
Uefa Cup competitions and in- 
sist they will not change the 
rules of the 49-member feder- 
ation because of a court deci- 
sion in the 15-nation European 
Union. 

The Premier League yester- 
day confirmed they had also ad- 
vised member dubs to continue 
applying the three-foreigners 
rule in domestic competitions 
until further notice. Spokesman 
Mike Lee said: “Our view at the 
moment is that the current rule 
still applies and we expect our 
dubs to abide by them.” 

However, Flynn warned that 
the rule must be scrapped im- 
mediately $0 teams can play as 
many EU nationals as they want 
in any club match in the EU. 

Struggling Bolton Wander- 
ers have the chance to field four 
foreigners tonight against Nor- 
wich in the &>ca-Cola Cup, 
while Manchester City are think- 
ing of fielding their new signing, 
Ronnie Ekelund, to make up a 
quanei of foreign player* against 
Chelsea on Saturday. 

Alan Ball hopes that the 
Dane, signed from Barcelona, 
could join up with Germans 
Eike Immel and Uwe Rosier 
along with Georgia’s Georgi 
KinkJadze. 

Both the Premier League 
and Football League, who run 


the Coca-Cola Cup. have asked 
them to stick tty the old rules, 
but privately both organisa- 
tions admit they could do little 
to enforce it. 

Adrian Cook, a Premier 
League spokesman, has sent a 
letter to the clubs asking them 
to stand by the present rule 
book. “I suspect the roles may 
stay in place for the remainder 
of the season, rather than 
changing the goalposts half- 
way through," Cook said. “We 
are asking the clubs to go along 
with the rules as they stand, al- 
though we can’t force them.’' 

Cook revealed there would 
be discussions behind the 
scenes before the weekend, but 
Bolton will be the first to test 
the water tonight. 

Wanderers have an- injury 
crisis, and want to call up the 
Dutchman, Richard Sneekes. 
They already have Serbia’s Sasa 
Currie. Iceland's Gudni Bcrgs- 
son and the Dutchman Fabian 
de Freitas in their team, which 
has kept Sncckes out in the arid 
under the old rale. Now he 
could come into the side and 
Bolton may escape punishment 
■ Portugal's Artur Jorge has. 
been named as the new managpr 
of Switzerland from 1 January 
1996, displacing the English 
coach Roy Hodgson, who also 
manages Intern azioaole: ' 

More fbotbalL page 23 . 
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Dave Hadfieid anal^es tbedishiibir^ 
implications for w^league's fufore.' 


Rugby league-kneW, deep in its 
heart, that aothing couki be 


aded in April that Rupert Mur- 
doch’s £8 7m Was nxesistibfe, ' 

Some immediate threats 
Teyolutiqn. like the forced 
‘ mergers of duhs to forca.new : 
Super League teams, were, 
fought off by sheer weight of 
public hostffity: Bitl an appar- 
entfy inriocuou^^ piece of paper 
which has come to light this 
week reveals that the game can 
hardly be regarded as the mas- 
ter of its own destiny. 

Despite the si 2 e of the deal 
with Murdoch's News Corpe- 
ratiorc the administr ators ofiba- 
game in Britain have repeat- 
edly insisted that thqy will re* 
tain full autonomy over the way 
it is. run. ; 

It was,- however, a funda- 
mental element of the deal 
that, the game here switched to 
a summer season and the pay- 
out from News Corporation 
was also conditional on Great 
Britain, from March onwards, 
only playing against Super 
League opposition at interna- 
tional level. 

The new revelation, in a 
leaked SuperLeague ’‘loyalty" 
contract, that News Corporation 
has a finger in the transfer 
market, will heighten feats over 
. the extent of controJ by a me- 
dia organisation. 

There are arguments for Jn- 
. tervening in the sporting mar- 
ketplace, in order to produce a. 
more balanced competition. 
American professional sport 
achieves tins through a .draft sys- 
tem, with the weakest having, 
firet choice, and rugby league in 
Australia, even before the cur- 
rent upheaval, has tried various 
methods of levelling its playing 
fields - drafts, salary caps and 
residential qualifications. 

British rugby league has al- 
ways: operated a largely un- 
trammelled transfer system, 
but, dominated as it is to an un- 
healthy extent by Wigan, it pre- 
sents a particularly, tempting 
case for treatment 

Bor a controlling media in- 
terest to have the final word on 
who plays where, however, is a 
whole new ball-game as far as 
rugby league ana British sport 
are concerned. Equally dis- 
turbing is theway that tins pro- 
vision has never been pubhcally 
admitted and evidence of rt ex- 
ists only on a confidential , 
document. 

There are other sections of 
the agreement, signed in return 
for payments as high as 
£ 100 , 000 , that should cause 
concern. Players, both here and 
in Australia, where a bidding 
war between Super League and 
the ARL has produced even . 
juicier incentives, do not seem 
to have spent much time study- 
ing the small print. 

“Christinas comes but once 
a career." is the way that a car- 
toonist on one Australian paper . 


-pfayers cm both 
adesoftheworid. ^ ^ ' 

- Manyplayetsm Britain wfil 
betroitffiedtodisaaHmthatan- 
: other chib^ could want fe> sign - : 
them; their present chib. could 
, be willing to let the m goci&fr-l 
couW want to move - but News 
Corporation's to^tyexscarc say ' 

■ 'bo. j’-./'-c :? j -! -V- :‘ 

Another clause m the. ton- 
trari commits players here to 
“co-operate with News: and 
: with its ^oup txsnpanies ih giv- :: 
mg interviews and making pub- --- 
: .5c ap?iearances m, relation to the . 
prennotion of Sopor Leagae:" . 
That apoe^tognmt imperial 

aa:ess to Sky television - which 

h^eadusn^ tig^fosaeen Su- 
per . .League Wires - and to ' 
Murdoch’s Bntish papers. The . 
- limes, Sunday Jams, Suit : 

"News qfrfitftWjri^lriqsBny of-'. 


that News decides ta launcb. : . 

■ There fca notable; absence of 
any requirement to co-operate ' 
with other newspapers or the 
BBC , whose continued covers 
age of the gum, through (her. - 
Regal 'frophy-axid Silk Cut 
Chmlengje Oq>, s under nego- . 
nation at ttiemoaiewt.' . . 

. Ironically, jr Vmy .mftinna- , - 
lion that ^Scy havc had diffi- 
culties. enforcing this douse, '. 
.because- sctnre. pktyers, no 
doubt emboWenedtbvih^cash 
swilling around m .the game, - 
have expected to be patd for 
interviews.' ' . ■ \ .. ■: • 

. . Also in tite comract Js:the > 
threat of an mjuhdic^ should 1 
a player ^ infringe any of its 
cteKeSi - and the instruction ^ 
that, “You shall Jteep Che pro- 1 
visions^of this Agrecicient con- 
fidential and not disclosed 
except as required bylaw." 

' One player. wbQ mnsuemain J 
anosyroous, hasfdtsnfBaent- 
ly concerned about the impli' 
catfons.of the whole document 
to break thatdause. .. . r ^ •* 
BUigtry league must now pon- ; .- 
• der whether it can live with ■ 
those implications;' whether 
tbeyareapriceinforfeitedm- ■ 
dependent; worth paykigfpr a [ 
hi®? irivestmimi'm 

■ The new Super Leagtterln- .... 
ternationalBosd, hob&gflS in r 
auroral meeting in Sydney; Ins 

' decided to adt^r-th&fburrule - 

btflL ^ck-offSf 
reatfybemgfofedoutiq^ri^ 

Ihe new rates 

Super League competitions m 
both Australasia and. Europe, 
starting in Mapdj-^-.r...: '• . 

■ The Rochdate Hornets for- 
ward Totty- Haton) has been • 
baxmedforthreerntmthsafter.. 

T testing positive for the banned 
suhstimee, ep hafiinrc The Rug- 
by League's: Pam 

Harrison, said- tbatephedrine •, 
was present in. cold remedies ' 
that could be bought freely 
over the counter, but that the „ . 
League was determined to 
sfiampoutanyfonnofdruguse. 
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